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Verdugo Street Construction Closure:  Beginning Monday, October 14, Verdugo Street 
(from Camino Capistrano to the train depot plaza) will be closed to vehicular traffic for 
approximately three months in order to accommodate construction of a long-awaited 
beautification project. This major capital improvement project will provide wider sidewalks, 
decorative brick pavers, enhanced lighting, landscaping and a more pedestrian-friendly 
gateway to the downtown. During construction, both the Franciscan Plaza parking 
structure and Multi-modal parking lots will be accessible from Camino Capistrano. 
Wayfinding signage will be placed throughout the downtown directing motorists to parking 
locations. Electronic message boards have also been placed throughout the downtown 
notifying the public of the impending street closure, and notifications have gone out to all 
downtown businesses located in the general vicinity of Verdugo Street. City staff have 
coordinated extensively with downtown businesses to mitigate potential impacts to 
customers. Additionally, the City has created a dedicated webpage that includes project 
information and will provide construction schedule updates. Questions regarding the 
Verdugo Street Beautification Project should be directed to Tom Toman, Assistant Public 
Works Director, at ttoman@sanjuancapistrano.org.  
 
Increased Wildfire Risk: The National Weather Service has issued a regional Red Flag 
Warning that will be in effect through 6:00 p.m. Friday, October 11. A Red Flag Warning 
is issued when warm temperatures, very low humidity, and strong winds are expected to 
combine to produce an increased risk of fire. In response, the Orange County Fire 
Authority (OCFA) has increased staffing levels and equipment to be ready to respond to 
any potential wildfire situation. In anticipation of strong winds, the City’s Public Works and 
Utilities Department will have crews available in the event City infrastructure is impacted 
and for roadway debris removal. Forecasted weather conditions could also disturb local 
power lines. San Diego Gas and Electric (SDG&E) is actively monitoring weather 
conditions and has provided a dedicated webpage for updates regarding service 
interruptions. To learn more about wildfire preparedness, please visit the OCFA website 
or see the attached flyer. For additional information regarding the City’s emergency 
preparedness program, please contact Lynn Mata, Emergency Services Manager, at 
(949) 443-6304 or lmata@sanjuancapistrano.org. To report wind related service requests 
during non-business hours, please call (949) 493-1171 and you will be directed to the 
appropriate City personnel. 

http://sanjuancapistrano.org/Departments/Public-Works/Capital-Improvement-Projects
mailto:ttoman@sanjuancapistrano.org
https://www.sdge.com/wildfire-safety/public-safety-power-shutoffs
file:///C:/Users/bsiegel/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NOMR7FB2/ocfa.org
mailto:lmata@sanjuancapistrano.org
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Opioid Addiction in Orange County: As part of the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department’s “Stay Safe OC” campaign, join OCSD Narcotics Investigator Christopher 
Ledbetter on Thursday, October 17, from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Community Center 
(25925 Camino Del Avion) to discuss the impacts of opioid addiction in Orange County 
and steps law enforcement is taking to address this new threat. For additional information, 
please see the attached flyer or contact Celina Corley, Crime Prevention Specialist, at 
(949) 443-6370.  
 
H2O for HOAs Event: The City of San Juan Capistrano is partnering with several South 
Orange County public agencies to host an educational water efficiency workshop on 
Tuesday, October 29, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Laguna Hills Community Center 
(25555 Alicia Pkwy, Laguna Hills). Presentations will be provided on watershed 
protection, water efficiency resources and rebates, homeowner association (HOA) 
landscape design and maintenance as well as other aspects of HOA water management. 
A complimentary breakfast will be provided and online pre-registration is required. For 
additional information please see the attached flyer or contact the City’s Water 
Conservation Division at (949) 487-4304 or sjcconserve@sanjuancapistrano.org.  
 
Successful Creek Clean-Up Event: On September 21, the City participated in the 
California Coastal Commission’s 35th annual Coastal Clean-up event. The event was held 
at Descanso Park where roughly 60 volunteers helped to remove trash from San Juan 
Creek and Arroyo Trabuco Creek. This was a six-fold increase from the volunteer turnout 
in 2018! The event was supported by the City’s Youth Advisory Board, Public Works staff 
and the local Rotary Club. Volunteers included local residents, the business community, 
as well as teachers and students from local schools. Through their efforts, approximately 
2,400 pounds of trash and approximately 40 pounds of recyclables were collected.  
 
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee Vacancy: Applications are currently being 
accepted from San Juan Capistrano residents to fill one vacancy on the Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee. The appointee will serve a term through December 10, 2021. 
Applications will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., Friday, November 1. Applications are 
available on the City’s website and at the Office of the City Clerk, 32400 Paseo Adelanto. 
For more information, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (949) 493-1171.  
 
UPCOMING CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS (Tentative and Subject to Change)  
 
October 15, 2019  

 Continued Public Hearing: River Street Market Place Project  

 Initiation of Specific Plan Amendment for The Ecology Center “Transformative 
Community Farm” Project  

 
 

 

http://www.bit.ly/H2OforHOAs
mailto:sjcconserve@sanjuancapistrano.org
http://sanjuancapistrano.org/Portals/0/City%20Clerk/City%20Clerk%20Forms/2019%20Commission%20Application_CBOC_Dec.pdf
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Tuesday, October 29, 2019
8am – 11:30am

Cities: Aliso Viejo, Dana Point, Laguna Beach, 
Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel, Laguna Woods,
Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, Rancho Santa Margarita, 
San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano
Water Agencies: El Toro, Irvine Ranch, Laguna 
Beach County, Moulton Niguel, Santa 
Margarita,  South Coast 

Partners

Protecting Your Watershed - Amber Shah, City of Laguna Hills 
Lindsey Stuvick, Moulton Niguel Water District

Landscape Design for HOAs - Jodie Cook, My Avant Garden
Irrigation Maintenance for Large Landscapes - Toni Monzon, Bilingual Training Institute

HOA Assistance Case Studies - Matt Davenport, Monarch Environmental

Laguna Hills Community Center
25555 Alicia Pkwy, Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Please Join Us

Breakfast
Included

Opportunity
Drawing 

bit.ly/H2OforHOAs


