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INTRODUCTION
ICF Jones & Stokes contracted with Keeton Kreitzer Consulting to conduct a Phase I
cultural resources study for the proposed Distrito La Novia development project (TM 17226)
located in the City of San Juan Capistrano, Orange County, California. The Distrito La Novia
project consists of a proposed mixed use residential/ commercial development located on 18.8
acres overlooking Interstate 5 to the west. The project is situated directly north of a previously
proposed 135.1-acre San Juan Meadows residential development adjacent and to the south. In
2007, an archaeological survey by ICF Jones & Stokes was carried out for the same developer.
The Distrito La Novia acreage was later added to the overall San Juan Meadows project;
however, the San Juan Meadows Phase I cultural resources technical study was already
completed (ICF Jones & Stokes 2007). Although both are components of a single project, due to
the time discrepancy between submittal of the original technical study and the addition of
acreage to the project description, a separate technical report is being prepared for the 18.8-acre
Distrito La Novia area.
This report includes a discussion of the methods and results of the study and provides
prehistoric and historic contexts for the project area, background information on the project area,
and recommendations for further work. This report was prepared by Noelle C.S. Shaver M.A.,
RPA, who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualification standards for
archaeology, and Christopher L. Shaver B.A., staff archaeologist.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SETTING
The project applicant has submitted conceptual development plans for a project
comprising two sites, the 18.8-acre Distrito La Novia site and the 135.1-acre San Juan Meadows
site, which together comprise a 153.9-acre project site. The project proposes to combine the San
Juan Meadows (Meadows) site (south of La Novia Avenue) and the Distrito La Novia site (north
of La Novia Avenue) into a single project.
The project design includes a reduction in the development intensity on the Meadows site
and transfer a part of the approved Meadows residential development onto the Distrito La Novia
site, including 140 dwelling units and 68,200 gross square feet (GSF) of commercial uses (food
market, restaurants, and retail) and 27,500 GSF of office use. The Distrito La Novia project area
is located southwest of Interstate 5 at the intersection of Valle Road and La Novia Avenue
(Figure 1). The project area consists of three parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers 666-311-02,
666-311-03, and 666-311-04) and is located within Section 7 of Township 8 South, Range 7
West and Section 12 Township 8 South, Range 8 West, as depicted on the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) Dana Point, California 7.5-minute series topographical quadrangle (Figure 2 and
Figure 3).
The project area is located in the coastal foothills of southern Orange County.
Topographically, this region is characterized by low-lying ridgelines and hills with interspersed,
relatively broad valley and canyon bottoms. Elevation in the project area ranges from
Keeton Kreitzer Consulting
Distrito La Novia Development Project, City of San Juan
Capistrano, Orange County, California

1

Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Study
August 2009
ICF J&S 00527.08

Laguna
Laguna Hills
Hills

Aliso
Aliso Viejo
Viejo

Las
Las Flores
Flores

Coto
Coto de
de Caza
Caza

Mission
Mission Viejo
Viejo

K: \ IRVINE \ GIS \ PROJECTS \ DISTRITO_LA_NOVIA \ 00527_08 \ MAPDOC \ CULTURAL \ 2009_JULY \ FIG01_REGIONAL_LOCATION.MXD SM (08-03-09)

Laguna
Laguna Niguel
Niguel

San
San Juan
Juan Capistrano
Capistrano
Project Location

Dana
Dana Point
Point

San
San Clemente
Clemente

P A
C I
F I
C
O

Kern

C

E

A

N

San Bernardino
Los
Angeles

Riverside
Orange

0

0.5

1

2

San Diego

Miles

SOURCE: ESRI Streetmap USA (2006)

Figure 1
Regional Location Map
Distrito La Novia
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Project Area
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Figure 3
Aerial Photograph of Project Area
Distrito La Novia

approximately 100 feet along Valle Road to the west and approximately 200 feet to the east on
the mesa. The soils in the area are dominated by the Alo-Bosanko association (USDA SCS
1978). The Alo-Bosanko association consists of soils that are characterized as strongly to steep
sloping, well-drained clays along the coastal foothills in Orange County. Three specific AloBosanko association soil types are represented in the project area: the Alo series, Bosanko
series, and Calleguas series (USDA NRCS 2007; USDA SCS 1978). Geologically, the Alo
series soils were formed in material weathered from calcareous sandstone and shale. Similar to
the Alo series, the Bosanko series was formed by the same materials but included some weakly
consolidated sediment in its formation. The Calleguas series was formed in material weathered
from lime-coated shale or lime-coated sandstone, or both. The bedrock underlying these soils is
a lime-coated weathered shale. San Juan Creek is the largest drainage in the vicinity and
proceeds in a north/south direction emptying directly in to the Pacific Ocean less than 2 miles
south of the project area.

PREHISTORIC CONTEXT
Archaeological investigations along coastal southern California have produced a diverse
range of human occupation, extending from the early Holocene into the ethnohistoric period.
During the past 70 years, more than a dozen prehistoric cultural sequences have been presented
for coastal southern California (Reddy 2000). The goal of each specific chronological sequence
has varied considerably, although generally it has been to sequentially divide prehistory based on
traits observed in the archaeological assemblages (Reddy 2000). Scholars have produced several
terminological frameworks, using such terms as culture, horizon, period, stage, and tradition.
A review of the culture history sections in previously generated technical reports for the
project area and surrounding region revealed that no single chronological terminology has
received extensive acceptance in this region. Some of the most regularly applied terminological
frameworks are the approaches taken by Wallace (1955), Warren (1968), and Koerper (1981)
(see Table 1).
Wallace provided a synthesis of existing data for southern California based on broad
cultural similarities. This work was focused on the normative paradigm of cultural archaeology,
with emphasis on cultural descriptions and distributions; many archaeologists have incorporated,
and continue to incorporate, sites into this chronology. The result of new data introduced into
this chronology has resulted in a necessary refinement because Wallace formulated his horizon
scheme before the availability of radiocarbon dating (Koerper 1981). Warren introduced a
terminological framework to replace Wallace’s original scheme. Warren’s approach
acknowledged a changing archaeological paradigm in which the natural environment is elevated
from a casual component to an important part of culture growth (Koerper 1981, Reddy 2000).
Recognizing the lack of agreement concerning the best cultural chronologies for the Tustin
Plain–Newport Bay–San Joaquin Hills area, Koerper produced a subregional chronology
specifically for Orange County sites.
Another widely adopted framework for southern California comes from Moratto (1984).
Moratto provided a broad synthesis of prehistoric occupation in California that is separated into
four temporal horizons, as shown in Table 1. The earliest identified archaeological cultures are
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variously known as either Early Man Horizon (Wallace 1955; Moratto 1984), San Dieguito
Tradition (Warren 1968), or pre-Milling Stone Cultures (Koerper 1981). According to Moratto,
Early Man Horizon is distinguished by the first appearance of people in this region
(approximately 11,000 years ago) until about 5000 BC. Although little is known about these
people, it is assumed that they were semi nomadic and subsisted primarily on game.
The San Dieguito Tradition/Early Man Horizon is followed by the archaeological
cultures referred to as either Milling Stone Horizon (Wallace 1955; Koerper 1981; Moratto
1984) or Encinitas Tradition (Warren 1968). However, Koerper (1981) argues this next period
begins much earlier (7500 BC). Typically, sites from this time period produce large numbers of
millingstones, discoidals, and cogstones. According to Moratto, this horizon appears to represent
a diversification of subsistence activities and a sedentary settlement pattern.
Although numerous Milling Stone Horizon sites have been identified in Orange County,
the best understood of these is CA-ORA-64, which has been dated radiometrically to about
6,000 BC (Breece 1989). Excavations at CA ORA 64, located near Newport Bay, have been key
in the formulation of Orange County research models (Koerper 1981). Although this site is not
located within the project area, research there suggests that a settlement-subsistence system for
Orange County during the Milling Stone Horizon reflects semi-sedentary populations. These
populations consisted of a central base camp with small groups of individuals that were able to
periodically leave to establish satellite hunting and gathering camps. The purpose of these
satellite camps was to exploit seasonally available resources not readily available at the base
camp (Greenwood 1990).
Both Wallace’s (1955) Intermediate Horizon and Koerper’s (1981) Intermediate Cultures
Tradition begin around 500 BC and continue to around AD 700 to 1000. This period is defined
by a greater reliance on marine resources for coastal populations while the interior populations
develop acorn processing, as demonstrated by substantial increases in mortar and pestle use.
Moratto argues that the Intermediate Horizon began around 1500 BC and continued until about
AD 600 to 800. During this time period, projectile points become more abundant and, together
with faunal remains, indicate increased use of both land and sea mammals.
The Late Prehistoric period (Wallace 1955) begins around AD 1000, while the
Shoshonean Tradition (Warren 1968), Late Prehistoric Tradition (Koerper 1981), and Moratto’s
Horizon IV or Late Horizon date from between AD 600 to 800. Dense populations, diversified
hunting and gathering subsistence strategies, extensive trade networks, and use of the bow and
arrow characterize the Late Horizon. This period terminated with the arrival of Europeans.
Archaeologically, this horizon is represented by the presence of arrowheads, soapstone bowls,
steatite effigies, and cremation. These artifacts and practices have been linked to the arrival of
Shoshonean people into Orange County.
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ETHNOGRAPHY
When Spanish missionaries established the Mission San Luis Rey near the San Luis Rey
River, the indigenous inhabitants of the northern San Diego area were given the Spanish name
Luiseño. Further to the north at the site of Mission San Juan Capistrano, the population was
given the name Juaneño. While early researchers, including Kroeber and Harrington, separated
the two groups, subsequent studies have indicated the two are linguistically and ethnologically
the same. Therefore, the following discussion will use the collective term of “Luiseño” to
address the indigenous people who were within the sphere of both the San Luis Rey and San
Juan Capistrano missions. However, in some cases, the term “Juaneño” is applied when
referring only to the inhabitants around the San Juan Capistrano mission lands.
The Juaneño portion of the larger Luiseño territory extended from the coastal outlet of
Aliso Creek north eastward to the west side of Santiago Peak along the crest of the Santa Ana
Mountains. Following the crest line southeast, the territory turned southwest just north of Las
Pulgas Canyon, following this course until reaching the shoreline of the Pacific Ocean. The
language of the Luiseño is classified as belonging to the Takic family (or “Cupan”), Uto-Aztecan
stock, and is subdivided into four or more separate dialects (Bean and Shipek 1978).
Luiseño villages were typically situated in defensible positions within sheltered coves
and canyons adjacent to adequate water supplies. Each village acted autonomously with specific
resources that were exploited by village inhabitants. Deer, antelope, rabbit, woodrats, mice,
ground squirrels, quail, doves, and ducks were the dominant game animal utilized by the
Luiseño. Moreover, the Luiseño subsistence included marine resources like sea mammals, fish,
crustaceans, and abalone. Houses were partially subterranean conical-shaped structures
composed of locally available materials including brush, bark, and reeds. Other structures
utilized by the Luiseño were brush-covered rectangular structures that were termed ramadas by
the Spanish. These structures provided shade while conducting outdoor domestic activities.
Others structures could have included a subterranean earth-covered walled enclosure commonly
referred to as a sweathouse. The sweathouse was an important feature in the village and was
often used during purification and curing rituals. Another ceremonial structure located within
the village was the wámkiš. The wámkiš was situated at the center of the village and was
bordered by a low fence that may have also contained an altar.
The Luiseño’s first contact with European explorers was in 1769 during Gaspar de
Portola’s expedition and the founding of Mission San Diego de Alcala. Early Luiseño
population figures are not well documented. R.C. White estimated that the Luiseño inhabited
some 50 villages with a mean population of approximately 200 residents. White’s population
estimates suggest that as many as 10,000 Luiseño occupied the area, which doubles the previous
estimate by A.L. Kroeber of 4,000 to 5,000 people (Kroeber 1925). The difficulty in these
population estimates can partially be attributed to some Luiseño not accounted for in the mission
accounting.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT
Spanish Period
Beginning in the 16th century, Spanish explorers sailed the coast of California. The first
European to sail along the coast of California was Cabrillo in 1542. In 1602, Sebastian Vizcaino
explored the coast of California and developed a detailed map of the coastline. However, it was
not until the 18th century that the Spanish colonized present-day California, establishing a
tripartite system consisting of missions, presidios, and pueblos that lasted from 1769 to 1822.
In 1769, a land expedition led by Gaspar de Portola was organized to establish
settlements at San Diego and Monterey. The expedition included two parties, made up of
Spanish soldiers, Franciscan priests, a number of Christianized Indians from Baja California, and
herds of livestock. After meeting up with supply ships at San Diego, Portola and his party set
out for Monterey. They traveled northward paralleling the coast, along the route that would later
be called El Camino Real. Each of the California missions was later established along the same
route (Bean and Rawls 1993; Beck and Haase 1974; Gudde 1998; Hoover et al. 1990).
In 1770, the de Portola party reached the Valley of San Juan Capistrano and set up camp
in what was described by Father Crespi as a lush valley with many resources (Hoover et al.
1990). When members of the expedition first reached the boundaries of present-day Orange
County, they named the region “The Valley of Saint Anne,” known today as the City of Santa
Ana. Following the expedition, Father Junipero Serra established Mission San Juan Capistrano
in 1776. The mission took nine years to construct and was consecrated in September 1806.

Mexican Period
Although popularly referred to as Spanish ranchos, land grants were typically made
during the Mexican period. Much of the best land for ranching had been acquired by the
missions during the Spanish period, and by 1833 a secularization act was passed to divest the
lands from the missions. More than 500 ranchos existed in California in 1846; all but about 30
had their origin in Mexican grants (Robinson 1948). The primary economic pursuit of the
ranchos was raising cattle. Most ranchos employed workers, sometimes numbering in the
hundreds, and among whom were former Mission Indians.

Don Juan Forster
In 1833, John Forster (Don Juan Forster) sailed from England to Alta California to assist
his uncle in his trading business. In 1836, while working as a clerk for Abel Stearns, he applied
and received Mexican citizenship. The following year he married Ysidora Pico, the sister of the
California governor, Pio Pico, with whom he had seven children (OCCGS 1998: 66).
In 1841, the Mexican government declared that the area around Mission San Juan
Capistrano (SRL 200) a pueblo. Because the San Juan Capistrano Pueblo was a stopover
between Los Angeles and San Diego, it became a resupply point for travelers. Barley, walnuts,
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and oranges were soon planted in the Capistrano Valley and increased commercial interest in the
former mission lands.
In 1845, Don Juan purchased the Mission San Juan Capistrano and the 46,432-acre
Rancho La Paz within the intention of transitioning into the family business of raising livestock.
That same year, Pio Pico granted Forster an extensive series of landholdings including the
1,200-acre Rancho Potreros de San Juan Capistrano, the 22,000-acre Rancho Trabuco, and the
27,000-acre Rancho de la Nacion (OCCGS 1998:72-73).

American Period
When California achieved statehood in 1850, the United States had vowed to uphold the
Mexican land grants. The process of proving legal ownership of the land was time consuming
and costly, and many ranchos incurred huge debts. Bankruptcies were common as ranchos were
mortgaged to pay legal debts. Rising beef, hide, and tallow prices made California less
competitive with-out-of-state beef providers. In addition, the flood of 1862 followed by two
years of severe drought practically decimated the remaining portions of the cattle industry.
When the climate returned to normal, it was too late. Nearly all the herds were gone, slaughtered
for hide and tallow by rancheros trying to cut their losses. Within a short time, most ranchos fell
into foreclosure and were sold for incredibly low prices (Hampson 1993).
Like many of his counterparts, Forster’s holdings suffered during the drought of the
1860s. However, profits from the sale of his San Diego ranchos in 1856 provided him the means
to purchase the Rancho Santa Margarita y Las Flores (now Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton)
from Pio Pico in 1864 where the family constructed the Las Flores Adobe (NHL #68000021) for
Don Juan’s eldest son Marcos and new wife Guadalupe Avila. The entire family relocated to the
Rancho Santa Margarita y Las Flores that year when the Mission San Juan Capistrano was
returned to the Catholic church under orders from President Abraham Lincoln.
Marcos Forster and Guadalupe Avila had ten children. Their third child, John O. Forster,
was born in 1873 at the Rancho Las Flores (Armor 1921). John O. Forster attended public
schools in San Juan Capistrano and later studied at St. Vincent and Santa Clara colleges (See
Plate 1). For four years he was proprietor of a general store and postmaster at San Juan
Capistrano in addition to his involvement with ranching and agriculture on the ranch lands. In
1887, the California Central Railroad came to San Juan Capistrano, an event which led to
beginning of an agricultural boom in the region. After marrying Mae Marshall in 1900, John O.
Forster constructed his home in 1901 within the project area (Delcamp pers. comm. 2009) amid
seventy acres of walnut groves (Armor 1921) (See Plate 2). Forster remained active in
agriculture as a member of the San Juan Capistrano Walnut Association. In 1921, a history of
Orange County with biographical sketches of its prominent citizens was published. John O.
Forster was included as a man prominent amongst “ranchers, business man, and political
leaders” (Armor 1921).
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Plate 1: Photograph of John O. Forster. Date unknown.
Courtesy of the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society.

Plate 2: Photograph of John O. Forster and his wife Mae Forster. Date unknown.
Courtesy of the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society.
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METHODS
Records Search
Two records searches were conducted at the South Central Coastal Information Center
located at California State University, Fullerton (May 2007, February 2009). The records
searches focused on the identification of previously recorded resources within a 1-mile radius of
the project area and a review of historic registers, including the California Historic Landmarks,
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), California Register of Historical Resources
(CHRH), California Points of Historical Interest, California Historical Landmarks, and
California State Historic Resources Inventory.
The review of historical registers showed a variety of resources designated as local, state,
or federal historic properties within 1 mile of the project area. Specifically, 40 properties have
been listed on both the NRHP and CRHP listings. An additional 66 properties have been
evaluated for historical significance and have been listed in the California Historic Resources
Inventory (HRI). However, the Mission San Juan Capistrano is the only resource listed as a
California Historical Landmark within 1 mile of the project area. For a complete listing of all of
these resources, please see Appendix A.
The records searches also identified 111 previous cultural resource investigations within
the 1-mile radius of the project area. Of these previous studies, seven were conducted within the
Distrito La Novia project boundary (See Table 2). In 1974, Christopher Drover authored the
cultural resources section of the City of San Juan Capistrano’s General Plan. The plan presented
a general overview of the area, but did not include any archaeological surveys (Drover 1974).
However in 1978, WESTEC conducted a 480-acre archaeological survey that included the
subject property but did not result in the identification of any cultural resources within the
current project area (Breece 1978). In 1980, Archaeological Associates conducted an intensive
survey of the project area as part of their 500-acre residential development survey (Van Horn
1980). The Archaeological Associates’ survey identified a small prehistoric site (CA-ORA-924)
along the southern boundary of the project area (Van Horn 1980; Van Horn and Murray 1980).
Two years later, Van Horn returned to the project area and conducted a 7.5-acre survey of the
western half of the project area, but identified no new resources at that time (Van Horn 1980). In
1987, archaeologists from ARMC conducted an archaeological investigation along the northern
limit of the Distrito La Novia boundary, but did not identify any resources within the project
vicinity. In 1989, Hatheway and McKenna conducted a survey of the parcel as part of their 404acre survey, but did not identify any new sites within the project boundary (McKenna and
Hatheway 1989). Most recently, Chambers Group conducted a monitoring program for
archaeological and paleontological resources along the western edge of the project area during
road improvements along Valle Road (Maxon and Crews 2007). The Chambers Group report
also did not identify any resources in the project vicinity.
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Table 2. Previous Surveys Conducted within the Project Area
Author
Breece, William H.

NADB Report #
OR248

Drover, Chris

OR536

Demcak, Carol and
Stephen R. Van
Wormer

OR1204

Van Horn, David

OR1915

Maxon, Patrick and
Rachel G. Crews

OR3495

McKenna, Jeanette
A. and Roger G.
Hatheway
Van Horn, David

OR958

OR535

Description
Archaeological Survey of San Juan-GPA 78-1, City of San
Juan Capistrano, Orange County, California. WESTEC.
City of San Juan Capistrano, General Plan Program,
Historic/Archaeological Element.
Archaeological Investigations at CA-ORA-27A, CA-ORA882, CA-ORA-1042, and CA-ORA-870: Chiquita Canyon
Water Reclamation Plant Project, South Orange County,
California. ARMC
Cultural Resources Assessment: The Proposed Parador Hotel
Project in the City of San Juan Capistrano. Archaeological
Associates, Ltd.
Archaeological and Paleontological Monitoring for the 18Acre Valle Road Improvements Project, San Juan Capistrano,
Orange County, California. Chambers Group, Inc.
Historical, Archaeological, and Paleontological Investigations
of the Forster Canyon Planned Development, San Juan
Capistrano. Hatheway and McKenna.
Archaeological Survey Report: A ca. 500 Acre Tract of Land
in the Vicinity of McCraken Reservoir and Forster Canyon in
the City of San Juan Capistrano. Archaeological Associates
Ltd.

Date
1978
1974
1987

1982

2007

1989

1980

Twenty-seven cultural resources have been documented within 1-mile buffer of the
project area (Table 3). Fifteen of these are from the historic period, ten are prehistoric, one site
contains a mixed historic and prehistoric assemblage, and the final site consists of a protohistoric
assemblage. The historic period resources include four residential sites, four refuse deposits, a
wall footing, an irrigation feature, a railroad grade, a fence line, a bridge, and the San Juan
Capistrano Mission. The prehistoric sites consist of four lithic scatters, three scatters with
groundstone and lithics, two encampment sites, and a groundstone scatter. The protohistoric site,
adjacent to the San Juan Capistrano Mission, contains a large quantity of habitation related
materials including ceramic and pottery sherds, hearths, faunal, and lithics. Lastly, a site had a
mixed prehistoric and historic assemblage consisting of prehistoric artifacts (including two
discoidal beneath the grounds) surrounding a historic residential site. Of the 27 resources
identified, only one site (CA-ORA-924) has been previously identified within the project area
(See Appendix A).
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Table 3. Previously Recorded Cultural Resources within One-Mile of the Project Area
Resource Designation
CA-ORA-248
CA-ORA-600H
CA-ORA-627H
CA-ORA-655
CA-ORA-834H
CA-ORA-835
CA-ORA-836
CA-ORA-837
CA-ORA-838
CA-ORA-923
CA-ORA-924
CA-ORA-1107
CA-ORA-1154H
CA-ORA-1173
CA-ORA-1190
CA-ORA-1215H
CA-ORA-1217H
CA-ORA-1302H
CA-ORA-1325H
CA-ORA-1342H
CA-ORA-1363H
P30-120017
P30-150082
P30-176486
P30-176700
P30-176807

Period
Prehistoric
Historic
Historic
Prehistoric
Historic
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Historic
Historic/Prehistoric
Protohistoric
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Prehistoric
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic

Description
Groundstone Site
Mission San Juan Capistrano
Adobe Site
Lithic Scatter
Refuse Deposit
Temporary Encampment
Lithic and Groundstone Scatter
Lithic and Groundstone Scatter
Lithic and Groundstone Scatter
Lithic Scatter
Lithic Scatter
Habitation Site
Refuse Deposit
Historic Home Site with Prehistoric Discoidals
Habitation Site
Refuse Deposit
Refuse Deposit
Wall Foundation
Adobe Site
Farm Site
Home Site
Lithic and Shell Scatter
Irrigation Feature
Adobe Site
Railroad Grade
Bridge

Last Date Recorded
June 1968
May 1976
April 1977
May 1993
August 1979
February 1979
February 1979
February 1979
February 1979
August 1980
August 1980
January 2000
September 1988
December 1988
December 1988
December 1988
March 1989
November 1991
May 1992
March 1992
April 1994
No Date
June 2006
December 1985
April 2003
October 2006

CA-ORA-924
Associated Archaeologists recorded CA-ORA-924 during a survey of the project area in
1980 (Van Horn and Murray 1980). Site CA-ORA-924 was identified as consisting of two
felsite flakes and a plano-convex scraper in a dirt road 50 feet south of a eucalyptus tree row.
The site record also states that the artifacts are located 100 feet southeast of a dump. At the time
of recordation, the site was only visible in the road, although Van Horn and Murray indicate that
the site might extend southward although due to poor visibility no additional artifacts were
observed (Van Horn and Murray 1980).

Archival Research
Archival research consisted of a review of primary and secondary sources at the San Juan
Capistrano Historical Society, the City of San Juan Capistrano, and on file at ICF Jones &
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Stokes. Resources reviewed include Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land patents and
General Land Office (GLO) plat maps, city and county histories (Hallan-Gibson 2005; Hoover et
al 1990; Orange County California Geological Society [OCCGS] 1998; Tryon 1999), and
historic maps (USGS 1902).

City and Historical Society Research
ICF Jones & Stokes obtained additional information regarding the project area from the
City of San Juan Capistrano and the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society. Ms. Teri Delcamp,
the Historic Preservation Manager for the City of San Juan Capistrano, provided a 1938 aerial
photograph depicting a ranch within the project area. Furthermore, according to Ms. Delcamp’s
sources, the ranch belonged to John O. Forster, a prominent citizen in San Juan Capistrano
(Delcamp pers. comm. 2009).
Additional archival research was conducted at the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society
on January 30, 2009. Numerous maps, figures, photographs, and documents were analyzed for
data relating to the Distrito La Novia project area. While several photographs were identified of
John O. Forster, no additional details regarding his property were noted.

Bureau of Land Management Databases
ICF Jones & Stokes conducted a review of the BLM GLO online land patent records.
The background data supplied in the patent search may help identify noted individuals who
played a prominent role in local history. Furthermore, these records may reveal construction
requirements that may leave physical remnants or imprints on the landscape.
The result of the BLM GLO patent search illustrated that the entire project area had been
previously transferred from the federal government to the State of California by 1877. The
earliest of these title transfers is dated October 19, 1876 (issue date), and refers to the date the
Secretary of the Interior authorized the title transfer. Historically, there have been numerous
examples where the land was acquired from the local land office years earlier, but due to the
large influx of people in the west, issue dates were often significantly delayed. See Table 4 for a
complete list of property ownership including the acreage, date issued, and transfer authority.
Table 4. BLM GLO Land Patent List within the Project Area
Document No
Patentee Name
Issue Date
10
State of California
10/19/1876
11
State of California
8/18/1877
44 Stat. 1022: January 21, 1927; Indemnity Selections.

Acreage
464.95
1101.06

Transfer Authority
44 Stat. 1022
44 Stat. 1022

The title transfer authority refers to the congressional act or treaty that permitted the
transfer of federal land to private individuals, local governments, or companies. For the project
area, one title authority is represented:
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44 Stat. 1022: January 21, 1927; Indemnity Selections—Authorized the transfer of
public land to the state without obligations.

Transfer authority statutes may provide additional research information since they often
outline specific tasks required before the patentee could legally obtain the land. Under 44 Stat.
1022 (Indemnity Selections), the transfer of land would not have necessarily resulted in the
construction of buildings or structures whose physical remnants might be identified during the
archaeological field survey.

Historic Aerial Photographic Analysis
The online search of the Historic Aerials electronic database provided several aerial
photographs that date from 1946 to 2005 (Historic Aerials 2009). The online data was reviewed
in advance of the archaeological survey to identify landscape features that may be obscured by
modern vegetation. The aerials illustrated clearly the historic John O. Forster ranch that once
existed on the property. The following bulleted list summarizes the visible elements within the
project area for each available year:


1946. The 1946 image is the earliest online aerial photograph available in the vicinity
of the property. The resolution of the aerial is not as good as seen in later years, but
still depicts the ranch near the center of the Distrito La Novia project. To the west is
a large orchard and to the east is a north/south trending tree line. Even in this early
photograph the tree line appears to be well established and robust. The ranch consists
of numerous trees, buildings, and a long driveway that winds around the property and
exits to the north. While the clarity is not good, the ranch appears to be intact and
operating as suggested by the degree of foliage on the trees and bushes around the
property.



1952. This aerial exhibits significantly better resolution and clearly illustrates most
of the elements seen previously. However, one significant difference consists of
substantially less visible growth around the property. Contrary to the 1946 image, the
orchard to the west now appears to lack any foliage on the trees. Furthermore, the
large plant growth seen throughout the property is no longer present in 1952. The
ranch structures are still visible, but overall the aerial gives the impression the
property is no longer being maintained and may have been abandoned by 1952.



1980. The 1980 image shows substantial changes to the ranch and surrounding area.
The area that once contained the orchard, west of the ranch, has been replaced by
Interstate 5 and Valle Rd. Furthermore, the ranch structures previously seen in the
aerial imagery appear to have been razed. The road leading up to the ranch in 1946
and 1952 has shifted eastward, possibly due to the construction of Valle Rd and I-5.
While many of the elements surrounding the ranch have changed, the north/south tree
line west of the ranch is still present in 1980 and appears to have changed little in the
intervening 28 years. Other changes in the vicinity include the presence of the San
Juan Hills Country Club north of the property and the Forster Landfill to the south.



2003–2005. Historic aerials of the project area also include recent images between
2003 and 2005. As might be expected, there are few changes of note between each of
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these images and as such they are combined here. Moreover, there is little of note
between the images for 1980 and 2003 except for the presence of La Novia Ave.
directly south of the project area. Some small changes occur as variations of the
original dirt access road seen in previous years. In most cases, these do not appear as
formalized roads, but appears as opportunistic trails created by vehicles traversing the
vacant property.

Native American Consultation
A letter to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was sent on January 22,
2009, requesting a review of the sacred lands file as well as a list of Native American
representatives to be contacted for information regarding sacred sites within the project area.
According to the NAHC response received on January 30, 2009, no known sacred sites are
located within the project area. The NAHC also provided a list of seven local Native Americans
to be contacted for additional information or input. A letter describing the project and requesting
information on resources important to Native Americans was sent to each representative on July
31, 2009. Responses from the Native American community are still pending (see Appendix B).

Senate Bill 18
Because the project also requires a General Plan amendment, it is subject to Senate Bill
18, which requires local governments to involve California Native American tribes in early
stages of land use planning and includes both federally and non-federally recognized tribes. This
consultation is conducted directly between the local lead agency and tribal government(s).
Letters from the City of San Juan Capistrano were sent to Native American tribes in May 2008
(see Appendix B), but no responses were received.

Field Survey
ICF Jones & Stokes archaeologists Noelle C.S. Shaver M.A., RPA and Christopher L.
Shaver B.A. conducted a field survey of the project area on January 30, 2009. The survey
consisted of walking 5 to 10 meter intervals as terrain and vegetation permitted. Arroyo banks,
road cuts, and rodent hole backdirt were routinely examined for evidence of buried deposits
whenever possible. To aid in navigation and plotting, USGS 7.5' series quadrangles and
orthotopographic maps at 1":200' scale were utilized. A Magellan Global Positioning System
(GPS) receiver was used to plot cultural resources discovered during the survey. Since the
survey was conducted on private property, the field survey was scheduled and coordinated with
the property owners.

Survey Results
The survey team identified that the vast majority of the project area had been
significantly altered by heavy machinery as can be seen in Figure 3 of this report. The westKeeton Kreitzer Consulting
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northwestern slope had been subjected to extensive grading and landscaping for the widening of
Valle Road. This apparently required the artificial sloping of the embankment and installation of
concrete drainage canals (See Plate 3). Furthermore, a second drainage basin with a northerly
outfall was created just east of the new Valle Road slope at the top of the property (See Plates 4
and 5).
Additional grading activities have occurred along the southern slope of the project area
just north of La Novia Ave. In this area, segments of the property illustrate that as much as
3 feet have been removed from the southern interior portion (see Plates 6 and 7). Likewise, the
northeastern margin, above the abandoned Forster Canyon Landfill Road, has been bladed by as
much as 3 feet. Additionally, along the far southeastern margin, the construction of La Novia
Ave required an artificial slope cut into the embankment north of the road.
ICF Jones & Stokes identified one new historic period site (Site ICFJSA-NS-1H) and
conducted a site visit to CA-ORA-924 during the current investigation (See Figure 4).
Site ICFJSA-NS-1H consisted of a historic eucalyptus tree windrow in the central portion
of the project area. Site CA-ORA-924 was documented during the records search as a
prehistoric lithic scatter just south of the eucalyptus tree line (ICFJSA-NS-1H). See below for a
brief description of each site and Appendix C for Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR523) site record forms for each resource identified during the course of this investigation.

Plate 3: View west and downward toward Valle Rd. Note the recent grading activity and
installation of concrete culverts on slope.
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Figure 4
Sites within Project Area
Distrito La Novia

Plate 4: View north of 5 ft deep drainage cut into the top of the property.

Plate 5: View northeast of extensive grading to create the drainage on top of the knoll.
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Plate 6: View west of grading cut on top of knoll. Note the remnant of the original terrain at left.

Plate 7: View west of southern end of eucalyptus windrow illustrating the grading cut at its base.
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CA-ORA-924
In 1980, Archaeological Associates recorded CA-ORA-924, a prehistoric lithic scatter
(Van Horn and Murray 1980). The site consisted of two felsite flakes and a scraper located at
the end of a eucalyptus tree line. ICF Jones & Stokes archaeologists identified the tree line and
the probable location of the site. While the location of the site was identified based on the
coordinates and the site map provided in the site record (Van Horn and Murray 1980), no
artifacts were observed. In this area, it is estimated that as much as 3 feet of soil has been
displaced.

ICFJSA-NS-1H
ICF Jones & Stokes recorded one new historical archaeological site during the field
investigation. Site ICFJSA-NS-1H is the extant remnant of a historic 300-foot-long north/south
trending eucalyptus tree line (See Plate 8). The tree line extends from the northern margin of the
property southward along the top of the knoll. Along the tree line and within the considerable
amount of leaf duff, some historic period refuse elements including boards, pipes, bricks, and
miscellaneous metal pieces were observed. No intact features were observed, although excessive
leaf duff at the base of the trees resulted in poor surface visibility in that area.
As described previously in this report, a series of aerial photographs were reviewed in
preparation of the pedestrian survey. This eucalyptus tree line was clearly visible between 1946
and 2003 (Historic Aerials 2009). A 1938 aerial photograph provided to ICF Jones & Stokes by
the Historic Preservation Manager for the City of San Juan Capistrano also depicts the trees
approximately 200 feet east of the ranch. Furthermore, in each of these early aerial photographs
(1938 and 1946), the trees appear to be well established and robust. This would suggest that
ICFJSA-NS-1H (eucalyptus tree line) is considerably older than the 70 years observed in the
images.
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Plate 8: ICFJSA-NS-1H eucalyptus wind break, view northeast. Note cut grading in vicinity
resulting in a pedestal effect to the trees.

REGULATORY SETTING
The following section provides a breakdown of federal, state, and local regulations as
they pertain to cultural resources. Historical resources include, but are not limited to, prehistoric
and historical archaeological sites and the built environment. Historical resources are considered
significant if they are listed in or eligible for the NRHP or the CRHR, or that are currently
designated as local historic landmarks.
While this report is written to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) standards,
the potential for later federal involvement cannot be ruled out. Therefore, both federal and state
level evaluation criteria are included here, although the primary focus is on state and local
regulations. If the project is later determined to be a federal undertaking, it will be subject to
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). Section 106 stipulates that
projects receiving federal money, or those permitted or licensed by federal agencies, must take
into account the effects of the undertaking on historic properties and afford the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation (ACHP) an opportunity to comment on these actions. In the absence of
federal involvement, the project must conform to CEQA standards. CEQA requires that projects
financed or approved by public agencies must include an evaluation of a project’s impact on
historical resources.
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Federal Regulations
Cultural resource significance is evaluated in terms of eligibility for listing in the NRHP.
NRHP significance criteria applied to evaluate the cultural resources in this study are defined in
36 CFR 60.4 as follows:
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and
(a) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or
(b) are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
(c) embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction; or
(d) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history
Typically, archaeological sites in California are considered eligible for listing in the
NRHP based on their potential to yield information important in prehistory or history. Important
information in prehistory may include chronological markers such as projectile point styles or
obsidian artifacts that can be subjected to dating methods, or undisturbed deposits that retain
their stratigraphic integrity. Sites such as these have the ability to address research questions
depending on their integrity.
Integrity is the degree to which a property has retained characteristics needed to convey
its significance. The level of integrity for properties being evaluated for their research potential
is defined by their ability to address important research questions outlined in a formal research
design. For prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, integrity of location, materials, and
association are generally most crucial. To address important research topics, archaeological
deposits usually must be in their original location, retain depositional integrity, contain adequate
quantities and types of materials in suitable condition to address important research topics, and
have a clear association. Associations may be defined at different social scales (household or
specific activity, region, or even city) and across various temporal spans (brief or longer term).
Archaeological sites that have been affected by ground-disturbing activities such as
grazing, off-road vehicle use, trenching, and vandalism often lack the integrity to answer
important questions. This is because spatial or depositional relationships have been lost, deposits
or sites from widely different periods and associations have been mixed, or the contents of the
deposits have been skewed by selective removal of materials.
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State Regulations
According to the CEQA (PRC Section 21084.1), historical resources include any
resource listed, or determined to be eligible for listing, in the CRHR. Properties listed in or
determined eligible for listing in the NRHP, such as those identified in the Section 106 process,
are automatically listed in the CRHR. Therefore, all “historic properties” under federal
preservation law are automatically “historical resources” under state preservation law. Historical
resources are also presumed to be significant if they are included in a local register of historical
resources or identified as significant in a qualified historical resource survey. Similar to federal
regulations, a resource is considered by the lead state agency to be historically significant if it
meets any of the criteria for listing in the CRHR including the following:
1. is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;
2. is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
3. embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction or represents the work of an important creative individual or possesses
high artistic values; or
4. has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.
In addition, if an archaeological resource does not fall within the definition of a historical
resource, but does meet the definition of a “unique archaeological resource” (PRC 21083.2), then
the site must be treated in accordance with the special provisions for such resources. An
archaeological resource is unique if it:


is associated with an event or person of recognized significance in California or
American history or recognized scientific importance in prehistory;



can provide information that is of demonstrable public interest and is useful in
addressing scientifically consequential and reasonable research questions;



has a special or particular quality such as oldest, best example, largest, or last
surviving example of its kind.

Local Regulations
According to Subsection (f) Heritage Tree Provisions of Section 9-2.349 of the
Municipal Code for the City of San Juan Capistrano:
(1) For the purposes of this section, a tree shall be deemed a heritage tree and shall be
protected from removal when such tree has a trunk diameter at breast height (dbh) of
thirty-six (36) inches or greater, and is a specimen of the following species: Schinus
molle (California pepper); Quercus spp. (oak); Cedar spp. (cedar); Eucalyptus
globulus (blue gum eucalyptus); Juglans spp. (walnut); Olea europaea (olive);
Platanus spp. (sycamore); Populus spp. (cottonwood); or as otherwise designated by
the Planning Commission based on the tree’s unique and intrinsic value to the
community because of its size, age, historic association or ecological value.
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(2) Heritage trees shall not be removed without Planning Commission review and
approval of a heritage tree removal permit, based on an affirmative finding that one or
more of the following criteria are met as substantiated by evidence in the record:
(A) The heritage tree proposed for removal is unsuitable for the planting area in that
the area is too small to accommodate the height, diameter of trunk or canopy, or
root zone of the heritage tree, or excessive trees exist on the site requiring
thinning to maintain tree health;
(B) The tree has been determined by a Qualified Tree Expert to be unviable because it
is dead or dying, diseased, infested, structurally unsound, unstable, overcrowded,
or exhibits other characteristics which, in the opinion of the Qualified Tree
Expert, cause a need for tree removal.
(3) In approving a heritage tree removal permit, the Planning Commission may add
conditions of approval to ensure conformance with applicable provisions of this
Code.
(4) Any proposal for construction, utility installation, paving, street improvements, or any
other ground-disturbing activity within the drip line or critical root zone of a heritage
tree shall require administrative approval by the Planning Director pursuant to
Section 9-2.303(a)(4) prior to issuance of permits, to ensure that such work will not
adversely impact the health of the heritage tree. The Planning Director may require a
report prepared by a Qualified Tree Expert to document that such work will not
adversely impact the tree. The Planning Director may forward the application to the
Planning Commission for review.

RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
While the primary goal of the intensive pedestrian survey was to identify and document
cultural resources, tentative evaluations of the significance of resources can be provided here.
These evaluations are only directed at the sites identified within the project area and are based on
surface observations only. Since no excavations occurred as a part of this project, the presence
or absence of subsurface deposits cannot be fully determined. Still, some preliminary
interpretations can be offered based on careful field examination of the site and archival data
collected.

ICFJSA-NS-1
The historic tree line (ICFJSA-NS-1H) cannot be attributed to important historical events
(NRHP Criterion A), but it is associated with John O. Forster, a local prominent person in San
Juan Capistrano (Criterion B). The tree line in no way embodies distinctive characteristics or
artistic values that would make it exceptional or a unique type (Criterion C). And lastly, based
on careful examination of the site surface and the archival record, the tree line would not appear
to have the ability to provide important research information (Criterion D). It is also recognized
here that tree lines rarely have significant subsurface components associated with their
placement.
Keeton Kreitzer Consulting
Distrito La Novia Development Project, City of San Juan
Capistrano, Orange County, California

22

Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Study
August 2009
ICF J&S 00527.08

The case for site significance could be madein that the entire property is associated with a
local prominent citizen, John O. Forster, who built his ranch on the Distrito La Novia project
area in 1901. Mr. Forster was well known in the city, having been a general store proprietor and
postmaster in addition to belonging to a prominent family. He even became a prime mover in
the San Juan Capistrano Walnut Association, devoting approximately 70 acres of his land to
walnuts. While John O. Forster’s prominence is based locally, he never shared the state or
national significance of his grandfather, Don Juan Forster or his father, Don Marco Forster.
Although John O. Forster may be considered a significant person at the local setting, the
ranch he built in 1901 on the Distrito La Novia property lacks sufficient integrity to warrant
inclusion on the NRHP or CRHR. The walnut orchard that was established on his property was
largely removed with the construction of I-5 and Valle Rd. Furthermore the ranch house that
was John O. Forster’s primary residence was razed prior to 1980. In fact, nearly the entire
property has seen large scale cut and fill grading over the years, most notably since 2005. As
observed during the fieldwork, cuts exceeded one meter in many areas and few historic artifacts
were observed except in the immediate vicinity of the trees. The historic eucalyptus tree line
(ICFJSA-NS-1H) is the only remaining element of the ranch and by itself represents a very
common historic agricultural feature. In southern California, historic eucalyptus tree windrows
are a regular occurrence since they are used as windbreaks along agricultural fields. As such, this
single example does not represent a unique resource. Since the primary association between the
tree line and John O. Forster is his razed residence, it is concluded that the overall integrity of the
ranch is severely compromised. Therefore, we conclude that ICFJSA-NS-1H does not meet the
eligibility criteria for listing in the NRHP or CRHR.
However, under local ordinances, the tree line may merit preservation as a standalone
resource. In recent years, several southern California cities have enacted preservation laws
designed to protect windrows as historic resources. While the city of San Juan Capistrano does
not have an ordinance designed to protect windrows, they do have a tree preservation provision
that designates certain trees as Heritage Trees. In addition to size and species, a tree may be
designated a Heritage Tree by the Planning Commission based on the “tree’s unique and intrinsic
value to the community because of its size, age, historic association or ecological value.” (City of
San Juan Capistrano Municipal Code Section 9-2.349, subsection f.).
The case for preservation based on size, species, or ecological value is not addressed here
since that is beyond the scope of this technical document. However, there is little doubt that the
trees meet the minimum qualifications for age and historic association. The San Juan Capistrano
Heritage Tree Provision uses age as a factor in assessing preservation value. While no specific
age is recommended, the windrow likely dates to the beginning of the ranch, placing it at over
one hundred years of age. Therefore, it is concluded here that the trees qualify as Heritage Trees
based on their substantial age.
Furthermore, the windrow is associated with a historic and prominent citizen of San Juan
Capistrano. Since the ordinance seeks to preserve individual trees based on historic association,
then the trees would qualify at the local level. The provision does not outline preservation based
on whether a physical relationship exists between structures, buildings, or objects. Instead, the
wording suggests that the trees represent individual resources worthy of preservation in
themselves, as long as one or more criteria are met, including historic association. Therefore, it
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is concluded here that the trees meet the requirement for designation as Heritage Trees based on
historic association with a local prominent person.

CA-ORA-924
The prehistoric lithic scatter identified as CA-ORA-924 could not be relocated during
field survey, and it is concluded here that is was destroyed as a result of the considerable amount
of grubbing and grading that has occurred on the property. In terms of NRHP criteria,
prehistoric resources similar to CA-ORA-924 are generally not considered significant resources
based on important historical events or prominent persons (NRHP Criteria A and B). Nor are
they likely to be assessed as embodying distinctive characteristics or artistic values (Criterion C).
Typically, prehistoric resources like CA-ORA-924 are considered eligible for the NRHP based
on the information they can provide (Criterion D). Unfortunately, integrity at CA-ORA-924
appears to be very poor because no artifacts were identified and the top of the knoll where the
site was initially recorded has been graded as much as one meter below the original landform.
Therefore, since CA-ORA-924 appears to have been destroyed and no other artifacts were ever
identified at the site, it is concluded that the site does not meet the eligibility criteria for listing in
the CRHR and NRHP.

MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
While the sites identified and recorded during the inventory (ICFJSA-NS-1H and CAORA-924) failed to meet CRHR or NRHP criteria, recording their locations and assemblages
adds incremental information to the regional database. This process aids scientific understanding
of historic and/or prehistoric land-use patterns, technology, subsistence, and other topical areas.
In the case of sites ICFJSA-NS-1H and CA-ORA-924, the information provided by ICF Jones &
Stokes in the site records is sufficient for mitigation purposes, and no further archaeological
work is warranted at the two sites under CEQA and NHPA.
However, based on San Juan Capistrano’s Tree Preservation ordinance, the Eucalyptus
tree line (identified as ICFJSA-NS-1H) is recommended as eligible for inclusion as a Heritage
Tree resource based on its age and historic association. This evaluation does not exclude the
possibility that the trees also warrant the designation based on their size, species, or ecological
value since that determination requires evaluation by a Qualified Tree Expert and is beyond the
scope of this technical study.
Therefore, it is the recommendation of this investigation that construction of the proposed
Distrito La Novia TM 17226 development would have no affect to any known significant
resources within the project area under CEQA or NHPA. However under the local tree
preservation ordinance, it is recommended that the Eucalyptus Tree line (ICFJSA-NS-1H) be
designated as Heritage Trees based on their age and historic association, and be evaluated by a
Qualified Tree Expert.
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UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERIES
Although this study did not identify significant prehistoric or historic archaeological
deposits within the project area, should unanticipated buried prehistoric resources (lithics,
ceramics, animal bone) or historical resources (glass, ceramics, building foundations) be
inadvertently discovered during construction, certain procedures, as stipulated by State and
Federal regulations, must be followed. Specifically, ground disturbing activities within 100 feet
of the resource(s) must be halted until a qualified archaeologist can assess the find(s).
If human remains are discovered or recognized during site preparation, grading, or
construction, State law requires there to be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until the County coroner
has been informed and has determined that no investigation of the cause of death is required. If
the remains are determined by the coroner to be of Native American origin, the coroner will
notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which will then identify a most
likely descendant (MLD). The MLD will make a recommendation to the landowner as to the
means of treating or disposing of the human remains and any associated grave goods with
appropriate dignity, as stipulated in Public Resources Code 5097.98. Upon discovery of human
remains, the landowner shall ensure that the immediate vicinity is not damaged or disturbed until
specific conditions are met through discussions with the descendents regarding their preferences
for treatment (PRC 5097.98 as amended).
If the NAHC is unable to identify a descendant, or the descendant fails to respond within
48 hours after being notified by the NAHC, the landowner is required to reinter the human
remains and to protect the site where the remains were reinterred from further and future
disturbance.
According to the California Health and Safety Code, six or more human burials at one
location constitute a cemetery (Section 8100), and disturbance of Native American cemeteries is
a felony (Section 7052). Section 7050.5 requires that excavation be stopped in the vicinity of
discovered human remains until the coroner can determine whether the remains are those of a
Native American. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the coroner will contact
the California Native American Heritage Commission.
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Appendix A South Central Coastal Information Center Record
Search Data
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