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INTRODUCTION
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc. (Jones & Stokes) contracted with Advanced Real Estate
Services, SJ-99 to conduct a cultural resources study for the proposed San Juan Meadows TM
14343 development at the former Forster Canyon Landfill in southern Orange County. This
study was conducted in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, as amended (42 USC 4321 and 4331-4335); the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) of 1966, as amended (16 USC 470 et seq.); and the requirements set forth in Protection
of Historic Properties (36 CFR 800), implementing regulations of the NHPA.
Since the project requires a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), it is subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).
Section 106 stipulates that projects receiving federal money, or those permitted or licensed by
federal agencies, must take into account the effects of the undertaking on historic properties and
afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) an opportunity to comment on
these actions. Historic properties are defined as properties listed in or eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Guidelines for implementing Section 106 are
promulgated by the ACHP in “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR 800). These
regulations encourage that Section 106 consultation should be completed in parallel with the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) compliance process.
This report includes a discussion of the methods and results of the study and provides
prehistoric and historic contexts for the project area, background information on the NHPA
Significance Criteria, and recommendations for further work. This report was prepared by
Christopher L. Shaver B.A. and Noelle CS Shaver M.A., RPA, who meets the Secretary of the
Interior’s professional qualification standards for archaeology.
PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION
The 142-acre project site is located at the closed Forster Canyon Landfill in the City of
San Juan Capistrano, Orange County, southwest of Interstate 5 at the intersection of Valle Road
and La Novia Avenue (Figure 1). The project area consists of three parcels (Assessor Parcel
Numbers 666-311-02, 666-311-03, and 666-311-04) and is located within Sections 7, 12, 13, and
18 of Township 8 South, Range 7 West and Township 8 South, Range 8 West, as depicted on the
United States Geological Survey (USGS) Dana Point, California 7.5-minute series topographical
quadrangle (Figure 2).
The proposed project includes re-closure of the Forster Canyon Landfill and development
of residential and senior housing, a neighborhood park, and open public space. Implementation
of a landfill re-closure plan to meet the requirements of the California Integrated Waste
Management Board and applicable state legislation is included as a design feature of the
proposed project.
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Figure 1
Regional Location Map
San Juan Meadows
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Figure 2
Project Vicinity and APE
San Juan Meadows

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) was developed by Jones & Stokes in consultation
with the Los Angeles District of the USACE. The APE is bounded on the north side by La
Novia Avenue and the San Juan Hills Country Club. The south side is bounded by SunCal
Property Development. The Capistrano Terrace Mobile Home Park and Interstate 5 comprise the
western project boundary line. Furthermore, the central 52 acres of the landfill deck and its
western fill-face were not included in this investigation since it was concluded that the soils in
these locations were nonnative and were the result of importation for the purposes of recapping
the landfill. The APE includes the area of direct impact (ground disturbance) for all project
alternatives, detours, temporary easements, and construction access and staging areas.
Therefore, the acreage of the APE consists of the 142-acre proposed residential development
area minus the 52-acre capped landfill deck resulting in a total of 90 acres surveyed in response
to this undertaking. See Figure 3.
Environmental Setting
The project site is located in the coastal foothills of southern Orange County.
Topographically, this region is characterized by low-lying ridgelines and hills with interspersed,
relatively broad valley and canyon bottoms. A large ephemeral drainage delineates the project
area from the City of San Juan Capistrano designated open space located to the east. The
dominant feature of the project area is the 52-acre flat deck top of the closed Forster Canyon
Landfill.
Elevation in the project area ranges from 470 feet in the south to 170 feet in the north.
Prior to the capping of the landfill, the soils in the area were dominated by the Alo-Bosanko
association (USDA SCS 1978). The Alo-Bosanko association consists of soils that are
characterized as strongly to steep sloping, well-drained clays along the coastal foothills in
Orange County. Three specific Alo-Bosanko association soil types are represented in the project
APE: the Alo series, Bosanko series, and Calleguas series (USDA NRCS 2007; USDA SCS
1978). Geologically, the Alo series soils were formed in material weathered from calcareous
sandstone and shale. Similar to the Alo series, the Bosanko series was formed by the same
materials but included some weakly consolidated sediment in its formation. The Calleguas series
was formed in material weathered from lime-coated shale or lime-coated sandstone, or both. The
bedrock underlying these soils is a lime-coated weathered shale. Soils used to cap the landfill
have not been characterized by the United States Department of Agriculture, National Resources
Conservation Services and are recognized as imported fill material.
Precipitation within the project area is between 12–20 inches annually (USDA SCS
1978). Runoff proceeds to the north through the steep unnamed drainage along the east margin
of the APE to San Juan Creek 0.5 mile to the north. San Juan Creek is the largest drainage in the
vicinity and proceeds in a north/south direction emptying directly in to the Pacific Ocean less
than 2 miles south of the project area. Runoff in the western portion of the APE follows a series
of man-made culverts from the western face of the capped landfill to San Juan Creek less than
0.2 mile to the west. The southwestern margin of the APE exhibits a series of recent (modern),
deeply incised erosion channels whose outflow sends the runoff out the western face of the
landfill.
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Aerial Map and APE
San Juan Meadows

Vegetation within the APE consists of disturbed flora predominantly of annual nonnative
grass and ruderal species. Coastal sage scrub is found on the southern slopes and within the
recent deeply incised erosion channels in the southeast of the APE. The drainage along the
eastern margin of the APE is dominated by coyote bush scrub and mule fat scrub.
PREHISTORIC CONTEXT
Archaeological investigations along coastal southern California have produced a diverse
range of human occupation, extending from the early Holocene into the ethnohistoric period.
During the past 70 years, more than a dozen prehistoric cultural sequences have been presented
for coastal southern California (Reddy 2000). The goal of each specific chronological sequence
has varied considerably, although generally it has been to sequentially divide prehistory based on
traits observed in the archaeological assemblages (Reddy 2000). Scholars have produced several
terminological frameworks, using such terms as culture, horizon, period, stage, and tradition.
A review of the culture history sections in previously generated technical reports for the
project area and surrounding region revealed that no single chronological terminology has
received extensive acceptance in this region. Some of the most regularly applied terminological
frameworks are the approaches taken by Wallace (1955), Warren (1968), and Koerper (1981)
(see Table 1).
Wallace provided a synthesis of existing data for southern California based on broad
cultural similarities. This work was focused on the normative paradigm of cultural archaeology,
with emphasis on cultural descriptions and distributions; many archaeologists have incorporated,
and continue to incorporate, sites into this chronology. The result of new data introduced into
this chronology has resulted in a necessary refinement because Wallace formulated his horizon
scheme before the availability of radiocarbon dating (Koerper 1981). Warren introduced a
terminological framework to replace Wallace’s original scheme.
Warren’s approach
acknowledged a changing archaeological paradigm in which the natural environment is elevated
from a casual component to an important part of culture growth (Koerper 1981, Reddy 2000).
Recognizing the lack of agreement concerning the best cultural chronologies for the
Tustin-Plain–Newport Bay–San Joaquin Hills area, Koerper produced a subregional chronology
specifically for Orange County sites.
Another widely adopted framework for southern California comes from Moratto (1984).
Moratto provided a broad synthesis of prehistoric occupation in California that is separated into
four temporal horizons, as shown in Table 1. The earliest identified archaeological cultures are
variously known as either Early Man Horizon (Wallace 1955, Moratto 1984), San Dieguito
Tradition (Warren 1968), or pre-Milling Stone Cultures (Koerper 1981). According to Moratto,
Early Man Horizon is distinguished by the first appearance of people in this region
(approximately 11,000 years ago) until about 5000 BC. Although little is known about these
people, it is assumed that they were seminomadic and subsisted primarily on game.
The San Dieguito Tradition/Early Man Horizon is followed by the archaeological
cultures referred to as either Milling Stone Horizon (Wallace 1955, Koerper 1981, Moratto 1984)
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or Encinitas Tradition (Warren 1968). However, Koerper (1981) argues this next period begins
much earlier (7,500 BC). Typically, sites from this time period produce large numbers of
millingstones, discoidals, and cogstones. According to Moratto, this horizon appears to represent
a diversification of subsistence activities and a sedentary settlement pattern.
Although numerous Milling Stone Horizon sites have been identified in Orange County,
the best understood of these is CA-ORA-64, which has been dated radiometrically to about 6,000
BC (Breece 1989). Excavations at CA-ORA-64, located near Newport Bay, have been key in the
formulation of Orange County research models (Koerper 1981). Although this site is not located
within the project area, research there suggests that a settlement-subsistence system for Orange
County during the Milling Stone Horizon reflects semi-sedentary populations. These
populations consisted of a central base camp with small groups of individuals that were able to
periodically leave to establish satellite hunting and gathering camps. The purpose of these
satellite camps was to exploit seasonally available resources not readily available at the base
camp (Greenwood 1990).
Both Wallace’s (1955) Intermediate Horizon and Koerper’s (1981) Intermediate Cultures
Tradition begin around 500 BC and continue to around AD 700 to 1000. This period is defined
by a greater reliance on marine resources for coastal populations while the interior populations
develop acorn processing, as demonstrated by substantial increases in mortar and pestle use.
Moratto argues that the Intermediate Horizon began around 1500 BC and continued until about
AD 600 to 800. During this time period, projectile points become more abundant and, together
with faunal remains, indicate increased use of both land and sea mammals.
The Late Prehistoric period (Wallace 1955) begins around AD 1000, while the
Shoshonean Tradition (Warren 1968), Late Prehistoric Tradition (Koerper 1981), and Moratto’s
Horizon IV or Late Horizon date from between AD 600 to 800. Dense populations, diversified
hunting and gathering subsistence strategies, extensive trade networks, and use of the bow and
arrow characterize the Late Horizon. This period terminated with the arrival of Europeans.
Archaeologically, this horizon is represented by the presence of arrowheads, soapstone bowls,
steatite effigies, and cremation. These artifacts and practices have been linked to the arrival of
Shoshonean people into Orange County.
ETHNOGRAPHY
When Spanish missionaries established the Mission San Luis Rey near the San Luis Rey
River, the indigenous inhabitants of the northern San Diego area were given the Spanish name
Luiseño. Further to the north at the site of Mission San Juan Capistrano, the population was
given the name Juaneño. While early researchers including Kroeber and Harrington separated
the two groups, subsequent studies have indicated the two are linguistically and ethnologically
the same. Therefore, the following discussion will use the collective term of “Luiseño” to
address the indigenous people who were within the sphere of both the San Luis Rey and San
Juan Capistrano missions. However, in some cases, the term “Juaneño” is applied when
referring only to the inhabitants around the San Juan Capistrano mission lands.
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The Juaneño portion of the larger Luiseño territory extended from the coastal outlet of
Aliso Creek north eastward to the west side of Santiago Peak along the crest of the Santa Ana
Mountains. Following the crest line southeast, the territory turned southwest just north of Las
Pulgas Canyon, following this course until reaching the shoreline of the Pacific Ocean. The
language of the Luiseño is classified as belonging to the Takic family (or “Cupan”), Uto-Aztecan
stock, and is subdivided into four or more separate dialects (Bean and Shipek 1978).
Luiseño villages were typically situated in defensible positions within sheltered coves
and canyons adjacent to adequate water supplies. Each village acted autonomously with specific
resources that were exploited by village inhabitants. Deer, antelope, rabbit, woodrats, mice,
ground squirrels, quail, doves, and ducks were the dominant game animal utilized by the
Luiseño. Moreover, the Luiseño subsistence included marine resources like sea mammals, fish,
crustaceans, and abalone. Houses were partially subterranean conical-shaped structures
composed of locally available materials including brush, bark, and reeds. Other structures
utilized by the Luiseño were brush-covered rectangular structures that were termed ramadas by
the Spanish. These structures provided shade while conducting outdoor domestic activities.
Others structures could have included a subterranean earth-covered walled enclosure commonly
referred to as a sweathouse. The sweathouse was an important feature in the village and was
often used during purification and curing rituals. Another ceremonial structure located within
the village was the wámkiš. The wámkiš was situated at the center of the village and was
bordered by a low fence that may have also contained an altar.
The Luiseño’s first contact with European explorers was in 1769 during Gaspar de
Portola’s expedition and the founding of Mission San Diego de Alcala. Early Luiseño
population figures are not well documented. R.C. White estimated that the Luiseño inhabited
some 50 villages with a mean population of approximately 200 residents. White’s population
estimates suggest that as many as 10,000 Luiseño occupied the area, which doubles the previous
estimate by A.L. Kroeber of 4,000 to 5,000 people (Kroeber 1925). The difficulty in these
population estimates can partially be attributed to some Luiseño not accounted for in the mission
accounting.
HISTORIC CONTEXT
Spanish Period
In 1769, Gaspar de Portola, a Spanish military man and aristocrat, commanded an
expedition traveling the territory of Alta California with the goal of reaching the Port of
Monterey (Bean and Rawls 1993, Hoover et al. 1990). This venture was the prelude to Spanish
settlement of California (Friis 1965). In 1770, the de Portola party reached the Valley of San
Juan Capistrano and set up camp in what was described by Father Crespi, an expedition member,
as a lush valley with many resources (Hoover et al. 1990). When members of the expedition first
reached the boundaries of present-day Orange County, they named the region “The Valley of
Saint Anne,” known today as the City of Santa Ana. Following the expedition, Father Junipero
Serra established Mission San Juan Capistrano in 1776. The mission took 9 years to construct
and was consecrated in September 1806.
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Mexican Period
During Spanish occupation, land in California was given to veterans of the Spanish army
in appreciation for military service (Robinson 1948). Although popularly referred to as Spanish
ranchos, land grants were typically made only during the Mexican period. More than 500
ranchos existed in California in 1846; all but about 30 had their origin in Mexican grants
(Robinson 1948). Much of the best land for ranching had been acquired by the missions during
the Spanish period, and by 1833 a secularization act was passed to divest the lands from the
missions. In theory, the Mission San Juan Capistrano lands were to be provided to the
missionized Juaneño, but transition of the lands to the native population never occurred.
Land grants were not to exceed 50,000 acres, and grantees were required to build a
permanent home and pasture cattle (Hampson 1993). However, land grant boundaries were
established without surveys and often used markers as ephemeral as a pile of stones.
The primary economic pursuit of the ranchos was raising cattle. The cattle roamed freerange for most of the year and were rounded up in the spring or summer and driven to a specified
area near a coastal port for slaughter (Bean and Rawls 1993). Rancho cattle provided dried beef,
tallow, and hides. Most ranchos employed workers, sometimes numbering in the hundreds, and
among whom were former Mission Indians.
In 1841, the Mexican government declared that the area around Mission San Juan
Capistrano would become a Pueblo. Three years later, in 1844, the mission was sold to an
Englishman named John Forster who had married the sister of Pio Pico, the Mexican Governor
of Alta California. John Forster and his wife, Ysidora Pico, resided at the mission until moving
southward to Rancho Santa Margarita y Las Flores in 1864, when the mission was given back to
the Catholic Church.
When California achieved statehood in 1850, the United States had vowed to uphold the
Mexican land grants. A land commission was established in San Francisco, and land grant
owners were required to prove the validity of their land claims. Insufficient record-keeping
proved to be a significant problem, and one third of the claims were rejected by the government
(Hampson 1993). The process of proving legal ownership of the land was time-consuming and
costly, and many ranchos incurred huge debts. Bankruptcies were common as ranchos were
mortgaged to pay legal debts.
The decline of the Mexican ranchos may be attributed to a number of additional factors.
Rising beef, hide, and tallow prices made California less competitive with-out-of-state beef
providers. In addition, the flood of 1862 followed by two years of severe drought practically
decimated the remaining portions of the cattle industry. When the climate returned to normal, it
was too late. Nearly all the herds were gone, slaughtered for hide and tallow by rancheros trying
to cut their losses. Within a short time, most ranchos fell into foreclosure and were sold for
incredibly low prices (Hampson 1993).
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American Period
The signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 resulted in California becoming
the 31 state to join the Union in 1850. Disillusioned Gold Rush miners unsuccessful in their
attempts for expedited fortune began to venture out of the foothills and into the valleys to try
raising livestock and farming. Although most southern California rancheros refused to partition
their lands out to the new arrivals, the drought that decimated the cattle industry in the 1860s
provided the economic incentive the government needed to acquire control of the lands (Bean
and Rawls 1993). Immediately, the state began to sell sections of the rancheros to European
ranchers and farmers.
st

Because it was a stop over between two large settlements (Los Angeles and San Diego),
the San Juan Capistrano Pueblo became a resupply point along the road. Barley, walnuts, and
oranges were soon planted in the Capistrano Valley and increased the commercial interests of the
former mission lands. Over the next forty years, agriculture in the area increased, and in 1887,
the California Central Railroad came to San Juan Capistrano.
The arrival of the train facilitated an agricultural boom, and soon a produce packing plant
was constructed near the railroad. San Juan Capistrano became an agricultural center, with
almost year-round moderate temperatures helping to promote the standard of Orange County
produce. In 1939, a radio broadcast introduced the nation to the legendary returning of the
swallows to San Juan Capistrano and helped establish tourism as part of the economy. The
extant remnants of the mission fostered the growing tourism industry and became one of
California’s unique heritage remnants.
METHODS
Records Search
A records search was conducted on May 9, 2007, at the South Central Coastal
Information Center located at California State University, Fullerton. The records search focused
on the identification of previously recorded cultural resources within a 1-mile radius of the
project APE and a review of historic registers, including the California Historic Landmarks,
National Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historical Resources, California
Points of Historical Interest, California Inventory of Historic Resources, and California State
Historic Resources Inventory.
The records search identified 107 previous cultural resource investigations within the 1mile search radius. Of these previous studies, four were conducted within the proposed San Juan
Meadows TM 14343 development project APE (See Table 2). In 1974, Christopher Drover
authored the cultural resources section of the City of San Juan Capistrano’s General Plan. The
plan presented a general overview of the area, but did not include any archaeological surveys
(Drover 1974). However in 1978, WESTEC conducted a 480-acre archaeological survey that
included the subject property that did not result in the identification of any cultural resources
within the project APE (Breece 1978). In 1980, Archaeological Associates conducted an
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intensive survey of the project APE as part of their 500-acre survey (Van Horn 1980). The
Archaeological Associates’ survey identified a small prehistoric site near the northeast margin of
the APE and a second prehistoric lithic scatter just beyond the northern margin of the APE (Van
Horn 1980; Van Horn and Murray 1980a; Van Horn and Murray 1980b). In 1989, Hatheway
and McKenna conducted a third survey of the parcel as part of their 404-acre survey, but did not
identify any new sites within the project APE (McKenna and Hatheway 1989).
Table 2. Previous Surveys Conducted within the APE

Breece, William H.

NADB
Report #
OR248

Drover, Chris

OR536

McKenna, Jeanette A.
and Roger G. Hatheway

OR958

Van Horn, David

OR535

Author

Description

Date

Archaeological Survey of San Juan-GPA 78-1, City of San
Juan Capistrano, Orange County, California. WESTEC.
City of San Juan Capistrano, General Plan Program,
Historic/Archaeological Element.
Historical, Archaeological, and Paleontological Investigations
of the Forster Canyon Planned Development, San Juan
Capistrano. Hatheway and McKenna.
Archaeological Survey Report: A ca. 500 Acre Tract of Land
in the Vicinity of McCraken Reservoir and Forster Canyon in
the City of San Juan Capistrano. Archaeological Associates.

1978
1974
1989
1980

Twenty-six cultural resources have been documented within a 1-mile buffer of the project
APE (Table 3). Fourteen of these are from the historic period, ten are prehistoric, one site
contains a mixed historic and prehistoric assemblage, and the final site consists of a protohistoric
assemblage. The historic period resources include four residential sites, four refuse deposits, a
wall footing, an irrigation feature, a railroad grade, a bridge, and the San Juan Capistrano
Mission. The prehistoric sites consist of four lithic scatters, three scatters with groundstone and
lithics, two encampment sites, and a groundstone scatter. The protohistoric site, adjacent to the
San Juan Capistrano Mission, contains a large quantity of habitation related materials including
ceramic and pottery sherds, hearths, faunal, and lithics. Finally, a site had a mixed prehistoric
and historic assemblage consisting of prehistoric artifacts (including two discoidal beneath the
grounds) surrounding a historic residential site. Of the 26 resources identified, only one site
(CA-ORA-923) has been identified within the APE (See Appendix A).
Table 3. Previously Recorded Cultural Resources within One-Mile of the APE
Resource
Designation
CA-ORA-248
CA-ORA-600H
CA-ORA-627H
CA-ORA-655
CA-ORA-834H
CA-ORA-835
CA-ORA-836
CA-ORA-837
CA-ORA-838
CA-ORA-923

Period
Prehistoric
Historic
Historic
Prehistoric
Historic
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
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Description
Groundstone Site
Mission San Juan Capistrano
Adobe Site
Lithic Scatter
Refuse Deposit
Temporary Encampment
Lithic and Groundstone Scatter
Lithic and Groundstone Scatter
Lithic and Groundstone Scatter
Lithic Scatter
12

Last Date
Recorded
June 1968
May 1976
April 1977
May 1993
August 1979
February 1979
February 1979
February 1979
February 1979
August 1980
September 2007
J&S 00340.07

Resource
Designation
CA-ORA-924
CA-ORA-1107
CA-ORA-1154H
CA-ORA-1173
CA-ORA-1190
CA-ORA-1215H
CA-ORA-1217H
CA-ORA-1302H
CA-ORA-1325H
CA-ORA-1342H
CA-ORA-1363H
P30-120017
P30-150082
P30-176486
P30-176700
P30-176807

Period
Prehistoric
Prehistoric
Historic
Historic / Prehistoric
Protohistoric
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Prehistoric
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic

Description
Lithic Scatter
Habitation Site
Refuse Deposit
Historic Home Site with Prehistoric Discoidals
Habitation Site
Refuse Deposit
Refuse Deposit
Wall Foundation
Adobe Site
Farm Site
Home Site
Lithic and Shell Scatter
Irrigation Feature
Adobe Site
Railroad Grade
Bridge

Last Date
Recorded
August 1980
January 2000
September 1988
December 1988
December 1988
December 1988
March 1989
November 1991
May 1992
March 1992
April 1994
No Date
June 2006
December 1985
April 2003
October 2006

CA-ORA-923
Associated Archaeologists originally recorded CA-ORA-923 during a survey of the
project area (Van Horn and Murray 1980a). Site CA-ORA-923 was identified as consisting of a
single felsite flake recorded within the dirt road leading to the Forster Canyon Landfill. The
flake was recorded as a site rather than an isolate due to poor surface visibility outside of the
roadway. However, as stated in the site record, there was only a “slight possibility” that
additional artifacts would be found within the dense vegetation surrounding the road (Van Horn
and Murray 1980a).
ARCHIVAL RESEARCH
In an effort to supplement the records search, additional resources were reviewed,
including Bureau of Land Management land patents, city and county histories, and historic maps.
This data helped to generate the historic context and determine the potential for previously
unidentified cultural resources within the APE.
The review of historical registers showed a variety of resources designated as local, state,
or federal historic properties within 1 mile of the project area. Specifically, 40 properties have
been listed on both the NRHP and CRHP listings. An additional 66 properties have been
evaluated for historical significance and have been listed on the California Historic Resources
Inventory. However, the Mission San Juan Capistrano is the only resource listed as a California
Historical landmark within 1 mile of the APE. For a complete listing of all of these resources,
please see Appendix A.
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Bureau of Land Management
Jones & Stokes cultural resources personnel conducted a review of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), General Land Office (GLO) online land patent records. The background
data supplied in the patent search may help identify noted individuals who played a prominent
role in local history. Furthermore, these records may reveal construction requirements that may
leave physical remnants or imprints on the landscape.
The result of the BLM GLO patent search illustrated that the entire APE had been
previously transferred from the federal government to the State of California or an individual by
1889. The earliest of these title transfers is dated October 19, 1876 (issue date), and refers to the
date the Secretary of the Interior authorized the title transfer. Historically, there have been
numerous examples where the land was acquired from the local land office years earlier, but due
to the large influx of people in the west, issue dates were often significantly delayed. See Table
4 for a complete list of property ownership including the acreage, date issued, and transfer
authority.
Table 4. BLM GLO Land Patent List within the APE
Document No
Patentee Name
Issue Date
10
State of California
10/19/1876
11
State of California
8/18/1877
556
John Hickmont
7/9/1889
44 Stat. 1022: January 21, 1927; Indemnity Selections
12 Stat. 392: May 20, 1862; Homestead Entry Original

Acreage
464.95
1101.06
159.04

Transfer Authority
44 Stat. 1022
44 Stat. 1022
12 Stat. 392

The title transfer authority refers to the congressional act or treaty that permitted the
transfer of federal land to private individuals, local governments, or companies. For the project
area, two title authorities are represented:


44 Stat. 1022: January 21, 1927; Indemnity Selections - Authorized the transfer of
public land to the state without obligations.



12 Stat. 392: May 20, 1862; Homestead Entry Original - Under this act,
homesteaders could acquire 160 acres of public lands for a nominal filing fee.
Homesteaders were required to live on the land, cultivate crops, or make
improvements for a minimum of five years to receive the land patent from the
government (Robinson 1948; US Statute 1862).

Transfer authority statutes may provide additional research information since they often
outline specific tasks required before the patentee could legally obtain the land. In the case of 12
Stat. 392 (Homestead Entry Original) to retain the property, the patentee was responsible for
conducting land improvements, including having to reside on the property for at least five years.
Such long-term habitation usually resulted in building a residential structure and outlying
buildings. Under 44 Stat. 1022 (Indemnity Selections), the transfer of land would not have
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necessarily resulted in the construction of buildings or structures whose physical remnants might
be identified during the archaeological field survey.
Native American Participation
Jones & Stokes contacted the Native American Heritage Commission on April 6, 2007,
requesting a review of the sacred lands files and a list of Native American representatives to be
contacted for information regarding sacred sites within or adjacent to the project area
(Appendix B). On April 10, 2007, the Native American Heritage Commission response stated
that a review of the sacred lands did not indicate the presence of sacred sites within the project
APE. The NAHC also provided a list of seven local Native Americans to be contacted for
information. A letter describing the project and requesting information on resources important to
Native Americans was sent to each representative on April 16, 2007. Copies of the contact
letters are attached in Appendix B.
A letter dated May 25, 2007, was received from the Tribal Chairman Mr. Anthony Rivera
Jr. of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation. While not a federally
recognized tribe (California state-recognized), Mr. Rivera requested to be a participant in the
consultation of the California Environmental Quality Act process. Furthermore, Mr. Rivera
specifically requested that the project APE be monitored by one of their Native American
monitors during construction or any archaeological activities to guard against disturbance of
Acjachemen cultural resources. As of July 27, 2007, no other letters have been received.
FIELD METHODS
An archaeological survey was conducted on May 24 and May 25, 2007, on 90 acres of
the 142-acre project APE. The landfill deck and westward fill-face of the landfill was not
included in the archaeological survey since these two areas consist of imported soils used in
closing the landfill. Although the entire APE had been surveyed at least three times previously
(Breece 1978, Van Horn 1980, McKenna and Hatheway 1989), a pedestrian survey was
requested by the USACE because nearly 20 years had elapsed since the last survey.
Furthermore, terrain and vegetation may appear demonstratively different over an extended
period of time and may result in newly exposed surfaces. Therefore, an intensive pedestrian
survey was conducted on the remaining parcel (excluding the landfill cap) with special attention
paid to exposed surfaces, drainages, embankments, and road cuts.
The survey crew consisted of two people walking in 10 to 15 meter intervals as terrain
and vegetation permitted. Arroyo banks, road cuts, and rodent hole backdirt were routinely
examined for evidence of buried deposits whenever possible. Surface visibility within the APE
averaged approximately 25%.
To aid in navigation and plotting, USGS 7.5' series quadrangles and orthotopographic
maps at 1":200' scale were utilized. A Magellan Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver was
used to plot cultural resources discovered during the survey. Since the survey was conducted on
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fenced, private property, the field survey was scheduled and coordinated with the property
owners.
SURVEY RESULTS
The survey team identified that the vast majority of the APE had been significantly
altered by heavy machinery when the Forster Canyon Landfill was in use followed by its
subsequent closure and capping. Modern refuse was common throughout the survey. A program
for monitoring the level of underground water at the landfill has also required numerous
monitoring wells and drying basins to be constructed that have further modified natural
landscape within the APE. The only areas with potentially intact stratigraphic soils were
observed along the base of the steep slope at the southern margin of the APE. While numerous
bulldozer cuts were visible in this area as well, the remnant of a historic fence line indicates that
this area was not as affected as the rest of the APE.
Jones & Stokes identified one new historic period site (Site JSA-CS-1) and conducted
site visits at two other sites (CA-ORA-923 and CA-ORA-924) during the current investigation.
Site JSA-CS-1 consisted of a wood post and barbed wire fence line along the southern margin of
the APE. Two additional sites (CA-ORA-923 and CA-ORA-924) were documented during the
records search as prehistoric lithic scatters within the immediate vicinity of the project.
According to information center records, CA-ORA-923 was located within the project APE,
while CA-ORA-924 was identified just outside the northeastern margin of the APE. Since the
two site records were prepared in 1980, the level of detail and accuracy, common to current site
records, was not present in the two site records. Therefore, the two sites were visited to ascertain
their current site condition and ultimately to determine if the sites were even within the APE
boundary. See below for a brief description of each site and Appendix C for updated
Department of Parks and Recreation site records of each resource identified during the course of
this investigation. See Figure 4 for both sites identified within the project APE.
JSA-CS-1
Jones & Stokes recorded one new historical archaeological site during the current
undertaking. Site JSA-CS-1 was recorded as a historic fence line consisting of approximately
0.4 mile of barbed wire fencing (See Plate 1). The fence line extends from the southeastern
margin of the APE in a west-southwest direction to the southwestern margin. The wooden fence
posts consist of railroad ties and 4-in by 4-in posts, some of which were rough-hewn. Other
portions of the fence line were reinforced in subsequent years with steel posts when the wooden
posts deteriorated. Overall, the entire fence line is in a state of disrepair with many posts leaning
northward due to creep (slow downward migration of material and objects within the upper
meter of soil). Jones & Stokes archaeologists recorded the site (See Plate 1 and Appendix C).
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Figure 4
Locations of Cultural Resources within APE
San Juan Meadows

Plate 1 Eastward view of historic fence line, JSA-CS-1.

CA-ORA-923
Site CA-ORA-923 was recorded by Archaeological Associates in 1980 (Van Horn and
Murray 1980a). While the resource was recorded as a prehistoric lithic scatter, the site consisted
of one felsite flake in the dirt road leading to the closed landfill. Archaeological Associates
concluded that due to dense vegetation in the area, additional artifacts might be present outside
of the dirt road. The Jones & Stokes site visit identified the road and general location where the
site had been located but could not locate any artifacts or features.
The area was systematically surveyed in an effort to identify any portion of the
assemblage; however, no artifacts were observed. In the intervening 27 years since the site was
initially recorded, the dirt road has been subjected to road improvements and the area to
substantial grading. The dirt road once identified by Archaeological Associates has since been
paved, and a cut bank that slopes down to La Novia Avenue was created (See Plate 2). The 1980
site plot (Van Horn and Murray 1980a) depicts that if the site existed within the dense
vegetation, it would have extended to the northeast where the cut bank has since been created.
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The single artifact documented in 1980 was not collected and has presumably been paved over or
graded during road improvements. Jones & Stokes archaeologists documented the current
condition of the site and prepared a site record update for site CA-ORA-923.

Plate 2 Northern view of cut bank and La Novia Avenue at the location of CA-ORA-923.

CA-ORA-924
In 1980, Archaeological Associates recorded CA-ORA-924, a prehistoric lithic scatter
(Van Horn and Murray 1980b). The site consisted of two felsite flakes and a scraper located at
the end of a Eucalyptus tree line. Jones & Stokes archaeologists identified the tree line and the
probable location of the site, approximately 60 meters north of the current project’s APE
boundary. While the location of the site was identified based on the coordinates and the site map
provided in the site record (Van Horn and Murray 1980b), no artifacts were observed. Given
that this area (north of the project APE) was recently subjected to grading activity, the absence of
artifacts is not unexpected.
While the site is outside the project APE, its proximity required a visual examination of
the resource to confirm that the assemblage associated with CA-ORA-924 did not extend
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southward into the current APE. Jones & Stokes documented the condition of the site and
prepared a site record update for site CA-ORA-924 (See Plate 3 and Appendix C).

Plate 3 View of extensive grading at the location of CA-ORA-924.
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CONCLUSIONS AND METHODS
While the primary goal of the intensive pedestrian survey was to identify and document
cultural resources, tentative evaluations of the significance of resources can be provided here.
These evaluations are only directed at the sites identified within the APE and are based on
surface observations only. Since no excavations occurred as a part of this undertaking, the
presence or absence of subsurface deposits cannot be fully determined. Still, some preliminary
interpretations can be offered based on careful field examination of the site and archival data
collected.
As stated in the Federal Register (November 16, 1981, 46 (220): 50189), criteria for
evaluating significance are based on the following:
The quality of significance in American history and archaeology is present in sites that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and:
A.

That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or

B.

That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C.

That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values; or

D.

That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Typically, archaeological sites in California are considered eligible for listing in
the NRHP based on their potential to yield information important in prehistory or history.
Important information in prehistory may include chronological markers such as projectile point
styles or obsidian artifacts that can be subjected to dating methods, or undisturbed deposits that
retain their stratigraphic integrity. Sites such as these have the ability to address research
questions depending on their integrity.
Integrity is the degree to which a property has retained characteristics needed to convey
its significance. The level of integrity for properties being evaluated for their research potential
is defined by their ability to address important research questions outlined in a formal research
design. For prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, integrity of location, materials, and
association are generally most crucial. To address important research topics, archaeological
deposits usually must be in their original location, retain depositional integrity, contain adequate
quantities and types of materials in suitable condition to address important research topics, and
have a clear association. Associations may be defined at different social scales (household or
specific activity, region, or even city) and across various temporal spans (brief or longer term).
Cultural sites that have been affected by ground-disturbing activities such as grazing, offroad vehicle use, trenching, and vandalism often lack the integrity to answer important questions.
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This is because spatial or depositional relationships have been lost, deposits or sites from widely
different periods and associations have been mixed, or the contents of the deposits have been
skewed by selective removal of materials.
JSA-CS-1
The historic fence line (JSA-CS-1) cannot be attributed to important historical events or
prominent persons as identified in the historic context (Criteria A and B). Nor does the fence
appear to embody distinctive characteristics or artistic values that would make it exceptional or a
unique type (Criterion C). And lastly, based on careful examination of the site surface and the
archival record, JSA-CS-1 does not appear to have the ability to provide important research
information (Criterion D). It is also recognized here that fence lines rarely have significant
subsurface components associated with their construction. Therefore, it is concluded that JSACS-1 does not meet the eligibility criteria for listing in the NRHP.
CA-ORA-923
The prehistoric lithic scatter identified as CA-ORA-923 could not be related to important
historical events or prominent persons (Criteria A and B). Nor could the site be assessed to
embody distinctive characteristics or artistic values (Criterion C). Unfortunately, integrity at
CA-ORA-923 appears to be very poor because no artifacts were identified and the dirt road
where one flake was initially recorded has been paved over. Also, the surrounding area has since
been graded and a sloped embankment created. Given that the authors of the 1980-site record
only identified one artifact (Van Horn and Murray 1980a), the site is best characterized as an
isolated find and, as such, does not qualify under any NRHP criteria. Therefore, since CA-ORA923 appears to have been destroyed and no other artifacts were ever identified at the site, it is
concluded that the site does not meet the eligibility criteria for listing in the NRHP.
MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
While the sites identified and recorded during the survey (JSA-CS-1 and CA-ORA-923)
failed to meet NRHP criteria, recording their locations and assemblages adds incremental
information to the regional database. This process aids scientific understanding of historic
and/or prehistoric land-use patterns, technology, subsistence, and other topical areas. In the case
of sites JSA-CS-1 and CA-ORA-923, the information provided by Jones & Stokes in the updated
site records are sufficient for mitigation purposes, and no further archaeological work is
warranted at the two sites as a part of this undertaking. Therefore, it is the recommendation of
this investigation that construction of the proposed San Juan Meadows TM 14343 development
would have no affect to any known significant resources within the project APE (See Table 5).
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Table 5. Management Recommendations
Site Number
JSA-CS-1
CA-ORA-923

Description
Historic fence line
Prehistoric lithic scatter

Integrity
Fair
Poor

Potential NRHP Eligibility
Not Eligible
Not Eligible

Recommendations
No Further Research
No Further Research

However, should unanticipated buried prehistoric archaeological resources (lithics,
ceramics, animal bone) or historical archaeological resources (glass, ceramics, building
foundations) be inadvertently discovered during construction, work is to halt within 100 feet of
the resource(s) until a qualified archaeologist can assess the find.
If human remains are discovered or recognized during site preparation, grading, or
construction, there will be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any nearby area
reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until the County coroner has been
informed and has determined that no investigation of the cause of death is required. If the
remains are determined by the coroner to be of Native American origin, the descendants will be
identified and notified through the Native American Heritage Commission. The descendants of
the deceased Native Americans will make a recommendation to the person responsible for the
excavation work as to the means of treating or disposing of the human remains and any
associated grave goods with appropriate dignity, as provided in Public Resources Code 5097.98.
Upon discovery of human remains, the landowner shall ensure that the immediate vicinity is not
damaged or disturbed until specific conditions are met through discussions with the descendents
regarding their preferences for treatment (PRC 5097.98 as amended).
If the Native American Heritage Commission is unable to identify a descendant, or the
descendant fails to respond within 48 hours after being notified by the commission, the
landowner is required to reinter the human remains and to protect the site where the remains are
reinterred from further and future disturbance.
According to the California Health and Safety Code, six or more human burials at one
location constitute a cemetery (Section 8100), and disturbance of Native American cemeteries is
a felony (Section 7052). Section 7050.5 requires that excavation be stopped in the vicinity of
discovered human remains until the coroner can determine whether the remains are those of a
Native American. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the coroner will contact
the California Native American Heritage Commission.
In addition, the state-recognized Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation
has requested to be involved in the consultation process and have a Native American monitor on
site for all ground disturbing activities within the project APE.
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Appendix A. Archival Site Record Search Data

Appendix B Native American Correspondence

April 6, 2007
Native American Heritage Commission
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Sacred Lands File request for San Juan Meadows Development Project
Dear NAHC:
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc. is currently undertaking a cultural resources study for the
proposed development in the City of the San Juan Capistrano, California. The accompanying
map depicts the approximately 142-acre project area within Orange County. The project area is
located within sections 7 and 18 of Township 8 South, Range 7 West and within sections 12 and
13 of Township 8 South, Range 8 West of the Dana Point, California USGS 7.5’-series
quadrangle.
Please review the sacred lands files for any Native American cultural resources that may be
within or adjacent to the proposed project alignment. I would also like to request a list of Native
American individuals and organizations that may have knowledge of cultural resources within
the project area.
Please contact me at your earliest convenience at (951) 506-4038 if you have any questions or
need additional information. Thank you for your assistance.
Best regards,

Christopher L. Shaver
Project Archaeologist
Enclosure

41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200



Temecula, CA 92591

 tel.
www.jonesandstokes.com

951.506.4038



fax

951.506.4138

April 16, 2007

Cahuilla Band of Mission Indians
Anthony Madrigal, Jr. Interim-Chairperson
P.O. Box 391760
Anza, California 92539
Subject: San Juan Meadows Residential Development Project
Dear Mr. Madrigal:
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc. is in the process of conducting a Phase I cultural resources study for a
private construction project that includes 275 single-family homes, 165 senior housing units, and a 1.86acre public park on a 142-acre site. The proposed project area is located on the former Forster Canyon
Landfill within the City of San Juan Capistrano, Orange County, California. Specifically, the project site
is located within sections 7 and 18 of Township 8 South, Range 7 West and within sections 12 and 13 of
Township 8 South, Range 8 West as depicted on the enclosed Dana Point, California USGS 7.5’-series
quadrangle.
Because this project requires a 404 permit from the Los Angeles District of the Army Corps of Engineers,
it is subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (16 USC 470). As part of
the Phase I level identification of cultural resources within the project area, Jones & Stokes is in the
process of conducting a records search at the South Central Coastal Information Center at California State
University at Fullerton and a sacred lands search from the California Native American Heritage
Commission’s (NAHC). Your name was supplied to us by the NAHC as a contact for this area.
The purpose of this letter is to notify you of the project and to solicit your input. If you have any
knowledge regarding traditional cultural properties, sacred sites, resource collecting areas, or any other
resources of concern to local Native Americans, we would like to hear from you or a member of your
tribe. Knowing that some information is not available outside of the Native American Community, we
encourage your participation in this investigation. Providing comments now does not limit your ability to
comment at a later time. Please respond by phone or by letter no later than Friday, May 4, 2007 so that
we may include your comments in the technical report. Should you have any additional questions or
concerns regarding the project, please contact me directly at (951) 506-4038.
Sincerely,

Chris L. Shaver
Project Archaeologist

Enclosure
41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200



Temecula, CA 92591

 tel.
www.jonesandstokes.com

951.506.4038



fax

951.506.4138

Native American Letter Contacts
San Juan Capistrano Area
April 10, 2007
Cahuilla Band of Mission Indians
Anthony Madrigal, Jr. Interim-Chairperson
P.O. Box 391760
Anza, California 92539
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation
Joyce Perry, Tribal Manager & Cultural Resources
31742 Via Belardes
San Juan Capistrano, California 92675
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation
David Belardes, Chairperson
31742 Via Belardes
San Juan Capistrano, California 92675
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
Alfred Cruz, Cultural Resources Coordinator
P.O. Box 25628
Santa Ana, California 92799
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
Anita Espinoza
1740 Concerto Drive
Anaheim, California 92807
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
Joe Ocampo, Environmental Coordinator
P.O. Box 25628
Santa Ana, California 92799
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation
Anthony Rivera, Chairman
31411-A La Matanza Street
San Juan Capistrano, California 92675-2674

Juaneño Band of Mission Indians

Acjachemen Nation

Tribal Council
Anthony Rivera, Jr.•Chairman Fran Yorba•Vice Chair
Christopher M. Lobo•Secretary/Treasurer
Colletta Cole•Member at Large Chris Sandoval•Member at Large

May 25, 2007

Chris L. Shaver
Project Archaeologist
Jones & Stokes
41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200
Temecula, CA. 92591

Subject: San Juan Meadows Residential Development Project, San Juan Capistrano, CA.
The Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation (the “Tribe”), a State-recognized
Native American Indian tribe, and the indigenous people of Orange County and surrounding
areas including but not limited to the proposed project areas, request a meeting to discuss the San
Juan Meadows Residential Development Project in San Juan Capistrano, CA.
The Tribe would like to participate in the Army Corps 404 Permit Consultation, the Section 106
Consultation under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and any CEQA process
consultations in order to consult and comment on possible cultural impacts of this project upon
our cultural resources. We also wish to determine that our cultural resources concerns are being
addressed appropriately. This area of San Juan Capistrano has historically contained significant
cultural value and resources of the Tribe due to the project vicinity to the Mission San Juan
Capistrano, Old Mission Cemetery, and ancient Acjachemen villages. We seek to work together
to determine areas of concern and identify avoidance, minimization, monitoring, and mitigation
measures that would address any potential impacts from the project on our cultural resources. In
order to provide complete comments we request a copy of the archaeological reports and records
search, literature review, field surveys, and the NAHC Sacred Lands file search for our
confidential file.
The Tribe has an established Archaeology Committee and traditional experts who engage in
consultation and review all Section 106 and 404 Permiting compliance relating to our territory
and culture. We also have trained and certified Native American Monitors who are qualified to
monitor construction and archaeological activities. We wish to express our utmost concern for
any potential impacts upon Acjachemen cultural and natural resources, as well as disturbances to
ancestral burials grounds, artifacts, and traditional natural materials that may occur due to ground
disturbance, or construction activities. To guard against the disturbance of Acjachemen cultural
resources and burials, we recommend that we be consulted and that Acjachemen monitors
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approved by our Archaeological Committee and Tribal Council be utilized to monitor project
construction and archaeological activities.
Finally, the Tribe is a State-recognized Tribe, designated as the “Governing Body” of the
Acjachemen Nation by the U.S. Department of Interior, and a licensed and insured tribal
corporation (specific documentary proof can be provided), and therefore has authority to consult
in behalf of the Tribe. Again, the Tribe wishes to work cooperatively with Jones & Stokes to
accomplish the goals of the project. Thank you for contacting the Tribe and we look forward to
consulting with you soon. Please contact me via email at arivera@juaneno.com to set up a
private and confidential consultation meeting with the Tribe. You can also contact our Tribal
Office by phone (949) 488-3484, fax (949) 488-3294, or via the internet at www.juaneno.com.
Sincerely,

Anthony Rivera, Jr.
Tribal Chairman
Juaneño Band of Mission Indians,
Acjachemen Nation
949.488.3484
arivera@juaneno.com
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Primary #
HRI #
Trinomial CA-ORA-923 UPDATE
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings
Review Code
Reviewer
*Resource Name or #:

Date
Page 1 of 1
P1. Other Identifier:
P2. Location: ■ Not for Publication  Unrestricted a. County: Orange and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Dana Point, Calif. Date: 1968 (Photorevised 1979); T8S; R7W; S½ of SW¼ of Section 7;
San Bernardino B.M.
c. Address:
City:
Zip:
d. UTM: Zone: 11; 439000mE/ 3705300mN Datum Coordinates (NAD 27)
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
The site is accessible from the junction of Interstate 5 and State Route 74 (Ortega Highway) in the City of San Juan Capistrano,
Orange County. From the intersection travel eastward on Ortega Highway 0.5 mile to La Novia Avenue. Turn right (south) and
follow La Novia Avenue across San Juan Creek approximately 2 miles to the abandoned Forster Canyon Landfill access road.
Turn left (south) and proceed up the hill to the locked access gate. Park vehicle and walk 110 meters southward to the area
identified on the original site record (Van Horn and Murray 1980).
P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Archaeological Associates recorded site CA-ORA-923 as a prehistoric lithic scatter although only a single felsite flake in a roadway
was observed. Archaeological Associates stated that due to dense vegetation in the area, there was “slight possibility” that
additional artifacts might be identified (Van Horn and Murray 1980).
Since the site was originally recorded, the dirt road has been subjected to road improvements and the adjacent areas have
experienced substantial grading. The dirt road identified by Archaeological Associates was paved and a new cut bank that slopes
down to La Novia Avenue to the northeast has been created. As illustrated by Archaeological Associates, the location of the site
would primarily be to the northeast where the cut bank currently exists. Archaeological Associates reportedly did not collect the
single felsite flake and it appears that the artifact has since been graded and paved over. Jones & Stokes was unable to locate any
artifacts in the area and has therefore concluded that the site (or isolate) has been subsequently destroyed.
P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) AP2. Lithic Scatter
P4. Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District ■ Other (Destroyed Site/isolate)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View,
date, accession #) Overview of cut bank
from site location with La Novia
Avenue in background. View north,
05/24/07.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
 Historic
■ Prehistoric
 Both
*P7. Owner and Address:
Steve Sukut
23792 Rockfield Boulevard,
Suite 100
Lake Forest, CA 92630
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address)

C. L. Shaver of
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200
Temecula, California 92591
*P9. Date Recorded:
May 24, 2007
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive Pedestrian Survey
P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Shaver, Noelle C.S.
2007 Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation for The San Juan Meadows Development Project, Orange County,
California. Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
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*Required information

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary # __________________________________________________
HRI # _____________________________________________________

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial _________________________________________________

Page 2 of 2
Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)_________________________________
Attachments: ■ NONE Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archaeological Record District Record Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record Rock Art Record
Artifact Record Photograph Record  Other (List):

DPR 523A-Test (8/94)

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Primary #
HRI #
Trinomial CA-ORA-924 UPDATE
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings
Review Code
Reviewer
*Resource Name or #:

Date
Page 1 of 1
P1. Other Identifier:
P2. Location: ■ Not for Publication  Unrestricted a. County: Orange and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Dana Point, Calif. Date: 1968 (Photorevised 1979); T8S; R8W; NW¼ of SE¼ of NE¼ of SE¼ of
Section 12; San Bernardino B.M.
c. Address:
City:
Zip:
d. UTM: Zone: 11; 438694mE/ 3705508mN (NAD 27). Updated site coordinates based on visual check of the original
site map and current features and topography. No artifacts identified during site visit.
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
The site is accessible from the junction of Interstate 5 and State Route 74 (Ortega Highway) in the City of San Juan Capistrano,
Orange County. From the intersection travel eastward on Ortega Highway 0.5 mile to La Novia Avenue. Turn right (south) and
follow La Novia Avenue across San Juan Creek approximately 2.1 miles to a gated dirt road just north of the abandoned Forster
Canyon Landfill access road. Park vehicle and walk 80 meters northward up the hill to the area just south of a historic eucalyptus
tree line as identified on the original site record (Van Horn and Murray 1980).
P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Archaeological Associates recorded site CA-ORA-924 as a prehistoric lithic scatter with two felsite flakes and a felsite Planoconvex scraper that exhibited use wear indicative of a hammerstone (Van Horn and Murray 1980).
Jones & Stokes archaeologists visited the site location and identified the tree line and the probable location of the site based on the
coordinates and the site map provided in the original site record (Van Horn and Murray 1980). However, the location of the site has
been recently grubbed or graded and no artifacts or possible features were identified.
P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) AP2. Lithic Scatter
P4. Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object ■ Site  District  Element of District  Other (Destroyed Site/isolate)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
Overview of disturbed site
area with Eucalyptus trees in
background. View north, 05/25/07.
accession #)

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
 Historic
■ Prehistoric
 Both
*P7. Owner and Address:
Not identified
*P8. Recorded by:

(Name, affiliation, and

address)

C. L. Shaver of
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200
Temecula, California 92591
*P9. Date Recorded:
May 25, 2007
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Site Visit
P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Shaver, Noelle C.S.
2007 Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation for The San Juan Meadows Development Project, Orange County,
California. Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
Attachments: ■ NONE Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archaeological Record District Record Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record Rock Art Record
Artifact Record Photograph Record  Other (List):
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*Required information

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Primary #
HRI #
Trinomial
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings
Review Code

Reviewer

Date

Page 1 of 3
*Resource Name or #: JSA-CS-1
P1. Other Identifier:
P2. Location: ■ Not for Publication  Unrestricted a. County: Orange and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Dana Point, Calif. Date: 1968 (Photorevised 1979); T8S; R7W; N¼ of NW¼ of Section 18;
San Bernardino B.M.
c. Address:
City:
Zip:
d. UTM: Zone: 11; 439000mE/ 3705300mN Datum Coordinates (NAD 27). Eastern margin of fence line at access
road.
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
The site is accessible from the junction of Interstate 5 and State Route 74 (Ortega Highway) in the City of San Juan Capistrano,
Orange County. From the intersection travel eastward on Ortega Highway 0.5 mile to La Novia Avenue. Turn right (south) and
follow La Novia Avenue across San Juan Creek approximately 2 miles to the abandoned Forster Canyon Landfill access road.
Turn left (south) and proceed up the hill to the locked access gate. Park vehicle and walk 745 meters along the dirt roads leading
to the historic fence line on the northern slope of the east-west trending ridgeline.
P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
JSA-CS-1 was recorded as a historic wooden fence line consisting of approximately 0.4 mile of barbed wire fencing. The fence line
continues to the east and west beyond the limits of the current scope of work. Within the surveyed parcel, the fence posts consist
of railroad ties and 4-in by 4-in posts, some of which were rough-hewn. Other portions of the fence line were reinforced in
subsequent years with steel posts when the previous wooden posts had reached a level of deterioration that warranted
replacement. Overall, the entire fence line is in a state of disrepair with many posts leaning northward due to creep (the slow
downward migration of material and objects within the upper meter of soil).
P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2. Barbed Wire Fence Line
P4. Resources Present:  Building  Structure  Object ■ Site  District  Element of District  Other (Destroyed Site/isolate)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
accession #) Overview of fence line. View
east, 05/25/07.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources:
■ Historic
 Prehistoric
 Both
*P7. Owner and Address:
Steve Sukut
23792 Rockfield Boulevard,
Suite 100
Lake Forest, CA 92630
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address)

C. L. Shaver of
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200
Temecula, California 92591
*P9. Date Recorded:
May 25, 2007
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive Pedestrian Survey
P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")
Shaver, Noelle C.S.
2007 Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation for The San Juan Meadows Development Project, Orange County,
California. Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
Attachments:  NONE ■ Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archaeological Record District Record ■Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record Rock Art Record
Artifact Record Photograph Record  Other (List):
DPR 523A (1/95)

*Required information

State of California - The Resource Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

LOCATION MAP

Primary #:
Trinomial:

Resource Name or #: JSA-CS-1

Page 2 of 3
Map Name: USGS 7.5" Quads: San Juan Capistrano, Ca; Dana Point, Ca Scale: 1:24,000

Date of Map: 1977; 1978

JSA-CS-1

DPR 523J (1/95)

Required information is bold

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #
HRI #

LINEAR FEATURE RECORD
Page 3 of 3

Trinomial
Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) JSA-CS-1

L1. Historic and/or Common Name:
L2a. Portion Described:
 Entire Resource
¦ Segment
 Point Observation Designation:
b. Location of point or segment: (Provide UTM coordinates, legal description, and any other useful locational data. Show the area that
has been field inspected on a Location Map)

The western edge of the recorded fence line segment is located at 438733 mE, 3704702 mN (NAD 27). A fence post
immediately west of a north/south-trending unnamed dirt road identifies the eastern end of the fence line. The post is located at
439324 mE, 3704784 mN (NAD 27).
L3. Description: (Describe construction details, materials, and artifacts found at this segment/point. Provide plans/sections as appropriate.)
JSA-CLS-1 was recorded as a historic wooden fence line consisting of approximately 0.4 mile of barbed wire fencing.
The four-strand, barbed-wire fence primarily consists of three different types of wood posts. The most common post present is a 4in-by-4-in wooden post with an average elevation of 65-inches tall above ground. Some of these posts exhibit a level of roughness
concluding that the posts were presumably rough hewn as opposed to machine cuts. The second most common post consists of
the relatively modern steel fence posts. These posts vary in their degree of corrosion and illustrate a continuing effort to maintain
the fence line. Large portions of the metal posts are heavily rusted which is not out of character given the site’s proximity to the
ocean. The third type of post consists of railroad ties that measure approximately 54-in by 6½-in by 7½-in. Railroad ties were
primarily used at directional changes and in areas where a more rigid post design was perceived as necessary. Overall, the entire
fence line is in a state of disrepair with many posts leaning northward due to soil creep. The level of corrosion on the barbed wire
and older wood post is likely the result of the salt air common in this area.
L4. Dimensions: (In feet for historic features and meters for prehistoric features)
a. Top Width: N/A
b. Bottom Width: N/A
c. Height or Depth: Average 65-in height above ground
d. Length of Segment: 0.42 mile (2,218-feet)
L5. Associated Resources: None
L6. Setting: (Describe natural features, landscape characteristics, slope, etc., as appropriate.) The fence line is approximately ? of the
way up a north-facing slope overlooking the Forster Canyon Landfill. The fence line is perpendicular to the slope (east to west) and
achieves elevations of 385 ft to 435 ft amsl along its length. Vegetation in the area is dominated by ruderal and non-native
grassland with patches of coastal sage scrub, coyote brush scrub, and mule fat scrub.
L7. Integrity Considerations: A large portion of the fence line is in a poor state of disrepair. Approximately 20 percent of the
western end has been undercut by a series of recent drainage cuts leaving the fence partial suspended. Portions not succumbing
to the erosion are leaning northward due to soil creep. Many of the original wood posts have fallen or been replaced by modernstyled steel posts.
L8b. Description of Photo, Map, or
Drawing (View, scale, etc.) Close-up of
rough-hewn wooden post and modern steel
post. View east-northeast.
L9. Remarks: The location of the fence
line closely approximates the southern
boundary of Section 18.
L10. Form Prepared by: (Name, affiliation,
and address)

C. L. Shaver of
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc.
41245 Lyndie Lane, Suite 200
Temecula, California 92591
L11. Date: May 25,2007
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