Addendum to the City of San Juan Capistrano General Plan
PEIR (SCH #99081117)
City of San Juan Capistrano, California
SECTION I: PROJECT DESCRIPTION
1. INTRODUCTION:
The City of San Juan Capistrano (City) is updating the City’s Housing and Safety Elements and
preparing a new Environmental Justice Element that guide housing policy for the City for 2021-2029.
The goals, policies, and programs are consistent with the direction of the other General Plan
elements, specifically the Land Use Element. Each goal is followed by one or more policies that are
designed to provide direction to the policy makers that will enable progress toward the goals. Listed
after a discussion of the goals and policies are the programs designed to implement the specific goals
and policies.
The Housing Element goals, policies, and programs aim to:
•

Encourage the development of a variety of housing opportunities and provide adequate
sites to meet the 2021-2029 RHNA.

•

Assist in the development of housing to meet the needs of lower- and moderate-income
households.

•

Address and, where appropriate and legally possible, remove governmental constraints
to housing development.

•

Conserve, preserve, and improve the condition of the existing affordable housing stock.

•

Promote equal housing opportunity for all residents to reside in the housing of their
choice. These objectives are required by and delineated in State law (California
Government Code Section 65583(c)).

The City is located in the Southern California Association of Government (SCAG) region. SCAG
adopted the final RHNA allocation plan on March 4, 2021 and distributed a RHNA allocation to each
jurisdiction in its region, including San Juan Capistrano. For the 2021-2029 planning period, the City
of San Juan Capistrano’s RHNA is 1,054 housing units. This means that the City’s Housing Element
must be updated to identify “adequate sites” and set forth policies and programs that will
accommodate this estimated growth over the next eight years. Although the City is required to provide
the programs, policies and zoning to incentivize and allow for this growth, as well as report to the
State annually as to its progress, the City is not required to produce, construct or develop these units
itself.
State law requires environmental justice policies to be incorporated into a General Plan when two or
more General Plan Elements are updated. The requirement for the City of San Juan Capistrano (City)
to update both the Housing Element and the Safety Element triggered the need to evaluate any areas
of the City which may constitute Communities of Focus because they have a higher proportion of
disadvantages. These Communities of Focus are areas which have a higher amount of
environmental, economic, and social challenges in relation to other areas of the City. The
Environmental Justice Element will establish policies and goals to ensure that any Communities of
Focus have the same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards, and equal access
to the decision-making process to have a healthy environment to live, learn, and work.
Pursuant to Section 15162 through 15164 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines, an Addendum is considered the appropriate document when “only minor technical
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changes or additions are necessary” and which would not cause or otherwise contribute to significant
environmental effects. An Addendum is the most appropriate document pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
because the 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, Safety Element and EJ Element do not introduce
any new impacts or more severe impacts relative to what was previously analyzed and none of the
conditions described in Section 15162 have occurred.

1.1 CEQA REQUIREMENTS
CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 through 15164 set forth the criteria for determining the appropriate
additional environmental documentation, if any, to be completed when there is a previously adopted
Negative Declaration (ND) or a previously certified Environmental Impact Report (ElR) for the project.
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162(a) and 15163 state that when an ND has been adopted or an EIR
certified for a project, no Subsequent or Supplemental EIR or Subsequent ND shall be prepared for
that project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in light of the
whole public record, one or more of the following:

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the previous
EIR or ND due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects.
2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or ND due to the involvement
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously
identified significant effects.
3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known
with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified as complete
or the ND was adopted, shows any of the following:
a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR or ND;
or
b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in the
previously adopted ND or previously certified EIR; or
c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be
feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but the
project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or
d. Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in
the previous ND or EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the
environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or
alternative.
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164(a) states that the lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare
an Addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of
the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a Subsequent or Supplemental
EIR have occurred.
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164(b) states that an Addendum to a previously adopted ND may be
prepared if only minor technical changes or additions are necessary. If the factors listed in CEQA
Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, or 15164 have not occurred or are not met, no changes to the
previously certified EIR or previously adopted ND are necessary.
The following responses detail any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which
the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that may cause one or
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more effects to environmental resources. The responses support the "Determination," above, as to
the type of environmental documentation required, if any.

1.2 PROJECT BACKGROUND
In December 1999, the City Council of the City of San Juan Capistrano adopted the complete rewrite
of the General Plan, with the exception of the Housing Element which was adopted by the City Council
on January 21, 2014. In addition, the City Council approved a General Plan Amendment on May 7,
2002, which included a variety of changes to several of the elements.
The City prepared and certified a Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) to assess the
physical environmental impacts of the General Plan, its policies and implementing programs (SCH
#99081117) in accordance with CEQA Guidelines. In processing and adopting many of these
subsequent amendments, the City has relied on use of the Plan’s certified PEIR for environmental
review and clearance.
The Housing Element is one of ten State-required Elements of the City’s General Plan. The Housing
Element identifies policies and programs (to be implemented during an 8-year planning period) to
meet existing and projected housing needs for all segments of the San Juan Capistrano community,
including various household types, special needs populations, and all income levels in the City. As
mentioned, the Housing Element is periodically updated in 8-year planning periods, known as cycles.
The current adopted Housing Element is the 5th Cycle Housing Element which covers the time period
of October 15, 2013 through October 15, 2021.
For the 5th Cycle Housing Element, the City prepared and adopted an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND) to analyze the potential impacts from implementation of the Housing Element.
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the 5th Cycle Housing Element would have less than
significant impacts on all resources except for biological and cultural resources which required the
implementation of a mitigation measure to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The
mitigation measures are listed below:
Mitigation Measure B-1
A biological resources assessment shall be prepared for any development proposal prior to
approval of entitlements located on any land within a Critical Habitat designation or identified in
the General Plan Environmental Impact Report as riparian habitat. This assessment shall identify
the habitat types and quality, identify species occurrence and distribution, determine the specific
impacts to biological resources and characterize the biological significance of those impacts, and
define measures to avoid, reduce or compensate for any significant impacts attributable to a
proposed project. The reduction in impacts may include a redesign of the project. The
compensation may include creating and/or preserving in perpetuity equivalent or better quality
habitat at a minimum 1:1 ratio, as will be determined through project-specific analysis. The
biological resources assessment shall be prepared by a qualified biologist and submitted to the
Development Services Director for review/approval in consultation with the biologist and other as
appropriate to the project. The biological resources assessment shall be included in the CEQA
compliance documentation for all such proposals.
Mitigation Measure C-1:
In the event that subsurface resources are encountered during the course of grading and/or
excavation for projects completed pursuant to Housing Element policy, all development shall
temporarily cease in these areas until the City of San Juan Capistrano Planning Division is
contacted and agrees upon a qualified archaeologist/paleontologist, and Native American monitor
to be brought onto the project site to properly assess the resources and make recommendations
for their disposition. In the event that human remains are discovered, there shall be no disposition
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of such human remains, other than in accordance with the procedures and requirements set forth
in California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 and Public Resources Code Section
5097.98. These code provisions require notification of the County Coroner and the Native
American Heritage Commission, who in turn must notify those persons believed to be most likely
descended from the deceased Native American for appropriate disposition of the remains. The
applicable project applicant shall bear all costs associated with implementing this mitigation
measure.

1.3 SUMMARY OF ADDENDUM CONCLUSIONS
Section II of this Addendum describes the differences in environmental impacts and mitigation
conclusions between the previously adopted General Plan PEIR and Safety and EJ Elements as well
as the 2021 (5th Cycle) Housing Element IS/MND and the proposed 2021-2029 (6th Cycle) Housing
Element. A complete, verbatim listing of the impact and mitigation conclusions of the certified General
Plan EIR and adopted 2014-2021 (5th Cycle) Housing Element IS/MND for each environmental topic
(such as Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Land Use and Planning, and Transportation) are
available for review at the City of San Juan Capistrano Development Services Department, San Juan
Capistrano City Hall, 32400 Paseo Adelanto, San Juan Capistrano, California 92675 (phone: 949493-1171).
This Addendum concludes that the proposed Housing, Environmental Justice, and Safety Elements
would not contribute to impacts to the extent that they would be greater than those identified in the
previously adopted PEIR and the IS/MND. Consistent with Section 15152(a) of the CEQA Guidelines,
none of the impacts discussed in the Addendum involve a new impact or more severe impact than
those identified in the previously adopted PEIR and the IS/MND.
2. LEAD AGENCY:
City of San Juan Capistrano
Development Services Department
32400 Paseo Adelanto
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
3. CONTACT PERSON & PHONE:
Laura Stokes
Housing Coordinator/ Assistant Planner
Development Services
(949) 443-6313
Istokes@sanjuancapistrano.org
4. PROJECT LOCATION: The City of San Juan Capistrano is located in southern Orange County, San
Juan Capistrano is bounded by the cities of Mission Viejo to the north, San Clemente to the southeast,
Dana Point to the southwest, unincorporated Orange County to the east, and Laguna Niguel to the
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west. The City’s planning area encompasses approximately 14 square miles. Exhibit 5 (Regional and
Vicinity Map) illustrates the City’s location within Orange County and its local context.
5. APPLICANT:
City of San Juan Capistrano
Development Services Department
32400 Paseo Adelanto
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
6. GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: The residential land use designations that support housing
development consist of the following:
Very Low Density (0-1.0 DU/Acre) – The Very Low Density residential land use designation provides
for the development of very low density single-family dwellings and accessory buildings and is
generally located in hillside areas. Uses such as mobile and modular homes, second single-family
units, guest houses, public facilities, and other which are compatible with and oriented toward serving
the needs of very low-density single-family neighborhoods may also be allowed.
Low Density (Maximum of 2.0 DU/Gross Acre) – The Low-Density residential land use designation
provides for the development of low-density single-family dwellings and accessory buildings. Uses
such as mobile and modular homes, second single-family units, guest houses, public facilities, and
others which are compatible with and oriented toward serving the needs of low-density single-family
neighborhoods may also be allowed.
Medium Low Density (Maximum of 3.5 DU/Gross Acre) – The Medium Low Density residential land
use designation provides for the development of medium low density single-family dwellings and
accessory buildings. Uses such as mobile and modular homes, second single-family units, guest
houses, churches, schools, family day care homes, public facilities, and others which are compatible
with and oriented toward serving the needs of medium low density single-family neighborhoods may
also be allowed.
Medium Density (Maximum of 5.0 DU/Gross Acre) – The Medium Density residential land use
designation provides for the development of medium density single-family detached and attached
dwelling units, mobile home parks, duplexes and multi-family dwellings, such as townhomes and
condominiums, as well as accessory buildings. Uses such as mobile homes and modular homes,
second single-family units, guest houses, churches, schools, family day care homes, public facilities,
and others which are compatible with and oriented toward serving the needs of medium density
single-family neighborhoods may also be allowed.
Medium High Density (Maximum of 8.0 DU/Gross Acre) – The Medium High Density residential land
use designation provides for the development of medium high density single-family detached and
attached dwelling units, mobile home parks, duplexes and multi-family dwellings, such as townhomes
and condominiums, as well as accessory buildings. Uses such as mobile homes and modular homes,
second single-family units, guest houses, churches, schools, family day care homes, public facilities,
and others which are compatible with and oriented toward serving the needs of medium high density
single-family neighborhoods may also be allowed.
High Density (Maximum of 18.0 DU/Gross Acre) – The High-Density residential land use designation
provides for the development of high density single-family detached and attached dwelling units,
mobile homes, modular homes, duplexes, and multi-family dwellings, such as townhomes,
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condominiums, apartments, and cooperatives, as well as accessory buildings. Uses such as mobile
and modular homes, second single-family units, guest houses, churches, schools, family day care
homes, public facilities, and others which are compatible with and oriented toward serving the needs
of high-density single-family neighborhoods may also be allowed.
Affordable Family/Senior Housing (Maximum of 25.0 DU/Gross Acre) – The Affordable Family/Senior
Housing residential land use designation provides for the development of high-density multi-family
dwellings for affordable housing for both families and seniors, such as condominiums, apartments,
and cooperatives, as well as accessory buildings. Uses such as mobile homes and modular homes,
second single-family units, guest houses, churches, schools, family day care homes, public facilities
,and others which are compatible with and oriented toward serving the needs of senior housing
projects may also be allowed. This designation applies only to residential projects that provide for the
long-term affordability of specified residential units consistent with the provisions of the Housing
Element.
Planned Community (PC) (Special Uses District) –
The purpose of the Planned Community designation is to allow for the utilization of innovative land
planning and building design. The Planned Community Designation allows for flexibility in the design
of a development project which may not be available with the other land use designations. The
percentage mix of land uses for the planned communities serves as a guideline for developers, but
may be modified with the approval of the City.
7. ZONING: The San Juan Capistrano Zoning Code provides for multiple residential zoning
classifications. Each of the classifications is described below.
Residential Garden/4,000 District (RG-4,000) – The purpose and intent of the Residential
Garden/4,000 District is to provide for the establishment and regulation of residential areas developed
with garden, patio, duplex, or zero-lot-line homes, attached or detached, located and maintained in
accordance with the General Plan.
Residential Garden/7,000 District (RG-7,000) – The purpose and intent of the Residential
Garden/7,000 District is to provide for the establishment and regulation of residential areas developed
with garden, patio, duplex, or zero-lot-line homes, attached or detached, located and maintained in
accordance with the General Plan.
Single-Family/4,000 District (RS-4,000) – The purpose and intent of the Single-Family/4,000 District
is to provide for the establishment and regulation of residential areas developed with single-family
detached dwellings, all on individual lots owned and maintained by individual homeowners.
Mission Residential District/4,000 District (MRD 4,000) – The purpose and intent of the Mission
Residential District/4,000 District is to provide for residential density and development standards to
ensure that new development maintains and enhances the distinctive historic neighborhood character
of the Mission Hill/Mission Flat residential neighborhood consisting of about twenty-seven (27) acres
generally bordered by La Zanja Street to the north, Acjachema Street to the south, El Camino Real
to the west, and Interstate 5 to the east. The designation allows predominantly single-family
residential development on lots generally ranging from 4,000 to 7,500 square feet consistent with the
distinctive neighborhood character established in the District.
Single-Family/7,000 District (RS-7,000) – The purpose and intent of the Single-Family/7,000 District
is to provide for the establishment and regulation of residential areas developed with single-family
detached dwellings, all on individual lots owned and maintained by individual homeowners.
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Single-Family/10,000 District (RS-10,000) – The purpose and intent of the Single-Family/10,000
District is to provide for the establishment and regulation of residential areas developed with singlefamily detached dwellings, all on individual lots owned and maintained by individual homeowners.
Single-Family/20,000 District (RSE-20,000) – The purpose and intent of the Single-Family/20,000
District is to provide for the establishment of residential areas of low density, located and maintained
in accordance with the General Plan; and Regulate such areas in order to preserve and perpetuate
a spacious, low-density residential character.
Single-Family/40,000 District (RSE-40,000) – The purpose and intent of the Single-Family/40,000
District is to provide for the establishment and control of large lot estate type residential areas of low
density located and maintained in accordance with the General Plan; and encourage the preservation
of a semi-rural residential character without the maintenance of farm-size acreage.
Multiple-Family District (RM) – The purpose and intent of the Multiple-Family District is to provide for
the establishment and regulation of multiple-family residential areas of various medium-to-high unit
densities, located and maintained in accordance with the General Plan.
Hillside Residential District (HR) – The purpose and intent of the Hillside Residential District
Implement the programs and policies of the General Plan, including the Safety Element as it relates
to protection from geologic hazards (unstable soils, prevention of erosion, and the like) and the
Conservation and Open Space Element relating to the maintenance of the natural character and
amenity of hillsides as a scenic resource of the City. The purpose it also to provide for the utilization
of innovative land planning and building design as a means of achieving high quality, flexibility, and
efficiency in the design of residential subdivisions within hillside areas of the City.
Mobile Home Park District (MHP) – The purpose and intent of the Mobile Home Park District is to
provide a district for the establishment and regulation of mobile home parks, planned, developed, and
maintained as an integral unit and incorporating utilities, landscaping, recreation facilities, and other
amenities.
Residential/Agriculture District (RA) – The purpose and intent of the Residential/Agriculture District is
to provide for the maintenance and use of land for small farms and orchards, excluding commercial
animal raising, in association with single-family dwellings and implement the General Plan concept
of providing for large lot, rural residential uses, including, but not limited to, low-density areas where
the topography is not amenable to estate-type developments.
Planned Residential Development District (PRD) – The purpose and intent of the Planned Residential
Development District is to provide for the establishment, maintenance, and regulation of condominium
residential developments. Provide a means of achieving quality, variety, and flexibility in
condominium-type developments on relatively large areas of land. Provide for attractive residential
developments planned as units, incorporating coordinated building design, integrated greenbelt
areas, recreation facilities within developments, a more efficient use of open space, a separation of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and an increase in overall project amenities.
Affordable Family/Senior Housing District (AF/SH) – The purpose and intent of the Affordable
Family/Senior Housing District is to provide for the establishment and regulation of multiple-family
residential areas of higher densities that provide for affordable housing for the City's lower income
family and senior households, located and maintained in accordance with the General Plan.
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Planned Community District (PC) –
The purpose and intent of the Planned Community (PC) District is to encourage the use of modern
land planning and design techniques to create developments integrating a mixture of different types
of land uses. The regulations for the Planned Community (PC) District are designed to permit the
adoption of a Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) providing for a diversity of uses, building
relationships, and open spaces within planned building groups, while ensuring compliance with the
General Plan.
8. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
2021-2029 Housing Element
Purpose and Content
The City of San Juan Capistrano 2021-2029 Housing Element has been prepared in compliance with
the State of California Government Code Section 65580 et seq. and in conformance with the Housing
Element Guidelines as established by the California Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD). This Housing Element sets forth the City’s overall housing objectives in the form
of goals, policies, and programs. This format will facilitate the periodic update of the Housing Element,
as required by State law.
Housing Allocation
State law requires that a community provide an adequate number of sites to allow for and facilitate
production of the regional share of housing. To determine whether a jurisdiction has sufficient land to
accommodate its share of regional housing needs for all income groups, each jurisdiction must
identify “adequate sites.” Under State law (California Government Code Section 65583(c)(1)),
adequate sites are those with the appropriate zoning and development standards, with services and
facilities, to facilitate and encourage the development of a variety of housing for all income levels.
San Juan Capistrano’s Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2021-2029 planning
period has been determined by SCAG to be 1,054 housing units, including 270 units for very lowincome households, 173 units for low-income households, 183 units for moderate-income
households, and 428 units for above moderate-income households. Table 1, 2021-2029 RHNA,
illustrates the City’s RHNA for the 6th Cycle.
Very LowIncome
RHNA

270

Table 1: 2021-2029 RHNA
LowIncome

ModerateIncome

173

183

Above
ModerateIncome
428

Total
1,054

Source: San Juan Capistrano 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, 2021

No Net Loss Buffer
Recent changes to State law have required cities to continually maintain adequate capacity in their
site inventories to meet their RHNA allocations. In the event that a site is developed below the density
projected in the Housing Element, or at a different income than projected, the City must have
adequate sites available to accommodate the remaining balance of the RHNA, or it must identify and
rezone new sites that can accommodate the remaining need. For these reasons, the City is including
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a buffer of 20 percent above the RHNA in each category. Therefore, the City is planning for a capacity
of 1,266 total units, including 532 lower (low and very low) units in its Sites Inventory.
Table 2: No Net Loss Buffer
Very Low

Low

Moderate

Unit Allocation
270
173
183
Buffer (20% of
54
35
37
Allocation)
Total Units with
324
208
220
Buffer
Source: San Juan Capistrano 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, 2021

Above
Moderate
428

1,054

86

212

514

1,266

Total

Realistic Capacity
Very High Density (VHD) Multifamily Zones (24+ dwelling units per acre)
Generally, multifamily developments in the City have had mixed results in achieving the maximum
density allowed by the zoning ordinance or projected in the RHNA.
For example, the 9-acre Ventanas site had capacity for approximately 270 units, but the approved
project only constructed 132 units. This is a yield of approximately 49 percent of the maximum
allowed. However, The Groves, a City-financed affordable development project, constructed a total
of 75 units on a 3.85-acre site, achieving development on an irregularly shaped lot which previously
was identified to only have 2 acres of developable area, and a yield of 65 percent of the maximum
allowed by zoning.
While the average of these two projects suggests that developments could achieve approximately 59
percent of the maximum allowed by zoning, the City will instead implement the minimum required
development project density established by the General Plan, which will help guarantee that the City
will achieve the densities specified in the Sites Inventory. The minimum density is 18.1 units per acre,
which corresponds to approximately 60.3 percent of the maximum capacity. Therefore, the City is
using a calibration estimate of 60.3 percent for the properties that will allow very high density
residential development (30 to 60 dwelling units per acre). This estimate is close to recent trends and
is highly feasible and realistic during the 6th Cycle. The yield from the proposed housing overlay zone
on top of the IP/CM zones assumes that only 20% of the sites would be developed in the next 8 years.
This results in a combined yield factor of 12% of the maximum possible.
Industrial Housing Overlay
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property
owners in the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The
overlay will allow for residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of
the buildings within the industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for
housing during the 6th Cycle planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available
properties will be redeveloped. Therefore, the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of
realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites.
This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low capacity, but cumulatively, the area can
accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and moderate-income households.
Rezoning
The City will need to rezone land to accommodate a shortfall in its inventory for lower- and moderateincome units. Future zoning will permit high-density residential development up to 30 du/ac and will
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meet the requirements for rezoned sites pursuant to Government Code Section 65583.2(h). In
particular, the rezoned sites that accommodate lower-income units will be eligible for ministerial
approval if 20 percent of the units are reserved for affordable households.
Overall, as shown in Table 3, Rezoned Site Capacity, rezoned sites are estimated to have a realistic
capacity of at least 1,167 units spread over all income categories. The rezoned sites provide 460
units toward the lower-income RHNA categories, accounting for 82 percent of total lower-income
capacity (561 units). Of these rezoned sites, one third (136 units) of the lower-income units will be
accommodated through the industrial housing overlay, 82 on the San Juan Plaza site, and 101 will
be accommodated through the Price Club Specific Plan, while the remaining 141 lower-income units
will be met through exclusively residential zones (Oso Ranch). The City will rezone the following areas
identified in Table 3 within three years of Housing Element adoption.
Table 3: Rezoned Site Capacity
Oso Ranch
Industrial (CM/IP)
Overlay
San Juan Plaza
Price Club Specific
Plan
Total

Very Low

Low

Moderate

86

55

59

Above
Moderate
500

79

57

62

0

198

49

33

39

0

121

61

40

47

0

148

275

185

207

500

1,167

Total
700

Source: San Juan Capistrano 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, 2021

Overall Capacity
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the
2021-2029 Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration
the community character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure,
environmental, etc.) when evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly
conservative, and the numbers are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels
after rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing
Element Sites Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory
demonstrates capacity for 536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lowerincome housing need can be met with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were
identified as suitable for moderate-income households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the
RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Housing for the above moderate-income group can substantially be accommodated by approved and
in process projects. The combination of The Farm, Distrito La Novia, and San Juan Meadows totals
375 units. Additionally, residential land on the Oso Ranch site also provides opportunity for above
moderate-income housing. The City has additional capacity on sites that were not identified in the
inventory. While not necessary to meet the RHNA, these sites may still provide additional capacity
for development at various densities/incomes.
Table 4: Housing Capacity
Category
TOTAL REQUIREMENT
(RHNA + 20% buffer)
Pending
Entitlements/Projects

Very Low

Low

Moderate

Above Moderate

Total

324

208

220

514

1,266

60

8

9

471

548

Addendum to General Plan PEIR
Category
The Farm
Distrito La Novia
San Juan Meadows
Forster Street Apartments
City Hall*
ADUs
Oso Ranch
New RHNA Sites
Industrial housing overlay
San Juan Plaza
Price Club Specific Plan
TOTAL IDENTIFIED UNITS
Surplus/Deficit
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Very Low

Low

Moderate

10
-

8
-

9
-

50
12
86
189
79
49
61
347
23

21
55
130
57
33
40
214
6

14
59
148
58
39
47
229
9

Above Moderate
168
113
94
96
1
500
973
459

Total
168
140
94
96
50
48
700
467
198
121
148
1,763
497

Source: San Juan Capistrano 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, 2021

Environmental Justice Element
In 2016, California adopted legislation requiring cities and counties to incorporate policies to promote
environmental justice in their general plans. The purpose of San Juan Capistrano’s first
Environmental Justice Element (EJ Element) is to develop a set of policies and goals that prioritize
improving the health and quality of life of the city’s most vulnerable residents. This EJ Element
reaffirms the City’s commitment to enhancing the future for all its residents.
With the adoption of Senate Bill (SB) 1000, California Government Code Section 65302(h) requires
local jurisdictions to incorporate environmental justice in their general plans. The statute requires local
governments to develop policies to reduce the disproportionate exposure to pollution in
neighborhoods that also experience increased social and economic challenges. California law refers
to communities with high levels of environmental and socioeconomic vulnerability as “disadvantaged
communities.”1 An analysis of the City of San Juan Capistrano identified that the area of San Juan
Capistrano west of Interstate 5 (I-5), north of Del Obispo, made up of neighborhoods including the
Los Rios Historic District, Capistrano Villas, Mission Hills, Las Brisas, Casas Capistrano, and
Capistrano Garden Homes, meets the definition of a “disadvantaged community” as set forth in SB
1000. As required by law, the EJ Element shall focus on developing goals and policies to:
•

Reduce unique or compounded health risks by reducing pollution exposure, including
improving air quality and promoting public facilities, food access, safe and healthy
(sanitary) homes, and physical activity.

•

Promote civic engagement in public decision making.

•

Prioritize improvements and programs to address the needs of the impacted community.

Labeling communities faced with social, economic, and environmental challenges as “disadvantaged”
does not accurately capture the many strengths these communities also possess, such as a strong
sense of community and local community-based organizations and residents working to improve their
neighborhood. In recognition of the many assets and importance of this area to the well-being of the
City of San Juan Capistrano, the City has determined that any area which qualifies as a
“disadvantaged community” is more accurately identified as a “Community of Focus.”
1 California state law has multiple definitions for “disadvantaged communities.” For purposes of this report, the term
“disadvantaged communities” will refer to the definition codified in SB 1000, which means an area identified by the California
Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to Section 39711 of the Health and Safety Code or a low-income area that is
disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other hazards that can lead to negative health effects, exposure, or
environmental degradation.
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Relationship to Other General Plan Elements
Policies in the EJ Element are consistent with the goals and policies of the City’s broader General
Plan, with a particular focus on promoting the well-being of residents from the Community of Focus.
The EJ Element addresses issues that are the focus of other elements of the General Plan. For
example:
•

The Housing Element sets goals for the city to increase its stock of quality housing
affordable to all income levels of the community.

•

The Land Use Element identifies the type and location of future land uses within the city,
including residential, commercial, and open space.

•

The Parks and Recreation Element sets goals to guide the provision and maintenance of
parks and recreational facilities.

Community of Focus
The City utilized two geospatial screening tools with socioeconomic, environmental, and health
information to identify the Community of Focus. The California Environmental Health and Screening
Tool (CalEnviroScreen) 3.0 is a science-based mapping tool that ranks each census tract in the state
using 20 indicators to identify communities most affected from multiple pollutants and who are
vulnerable to pollution’s effects. CalEnviroScreen 3.0 results identified one census tract (Tract
6059042312) in the City of San Juan Capistrano that ranked highly for numerous indicators, resulting
in the highest-scoring tract in South Orange County. As seen in orange in Exhibit 1, the tract scored
within the 71-80 percentile. This tract scored particularly high for traffic density, due to the proximity
to I-5, linguistic isolation (defined as people over the age of 14 who are not proficient in English),
poverty, and housing burden. In the draft CalEnviroScreen 4.0, which uses updated data, scores for
this census tract are additionally higher for diesel pollution and exposure to lead paint.
Exhibit 1: CalEnviroScreen 3.0 Results for Census Tract 423.12
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To further refine the Community of Focus and understand how conditions may vary between
neighborhoods within the census tract, a second data tool, the USEPA’s EJSCREEN was used to
compare results at a more localized level. The census tract identified with CalEnviroScreen is
composed of four census block groups (Exhibit 2). Data from the USEPA EJSCREEN indicates that
three of the census block groups (census block groups 1, 3, and 4) experience significantly higher
poverty rates and air pollution risks. These three block groups, located in the western portion of the
census tract, are also more residential, linguistically isolated (meaning they have a higher percent of
non-English speakers), and have a significantly greater proportion of Latino residents than block
group 2, which is predominantly located east of I-5 (Exhibit 3). In addition to the data results from
CalEnviroScreen 3.0 and EJSCREEN, site visits and interviews with community stakeholders were
conducted to confirm and delineate the final boundary for the Community of Focus (see Exhibit 4).
Exhibit 2: Census Block Groups within Census Tract 423.12
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Exhibit 3: USEPA EJSCREEN Results for Census Block Groups in Tract 423.12

Community Profile
Located west of I-5 and east of the Trabuco Creek Trail, the Community of Focus encompasses San
Juan Capistrano’s oldest neighborhoods and most significant community assets. Less than one
square mile (0.85 square mile) in size, the Community of Focus includes the Mission, the Los Rios
Historic District, and the Metrolink and Amtrak stations. One-fifth of the city’s population live in the
neighborhoods along Camino Capistrano, which runs north to south through the center of the
Community of Focus.
Overview of the Community of Focus
The residents of the Community of Focus represent a rich diversity of cultures and incomes. Many of
the working families and individuals who live in the densely populated Capistrano Villas and Casitas
Capistrano multifamily condominiums provide critical support to the service industry in San Juan
Capistrano and surrounding cities. In contrast, the Mission Hills and Las Brisas neighborhoods,
located along the freeway, are characterized by a mixture of multifamily condominiums, established
single-family homes, and more affluent residents.
The Community of Focus is the center of the city’s vibrant Latino community, with more than 80
percent of the city’s Latino residents concentrated predominantly in the Capistrano Villas (Table 2).
Built between the railroad tracks and Trabuco Creek, with a development wall separating it from the
Los Rios District to the south, and only two roads to enter and exit—La Zanja Street and Oso Road—
the Capistrano Villas is somewhat insulated and apart from the rest of the city. Home to many young
people, immigrants, and working families, the neighborhood shares a strong sense of community and
social cohesion. Over 60 percent of residents of the Community of Focus speak Spanish as their
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primary language, contributing to a higher percentage of linguistic isolation versus the rest of the city,
which is at 6.4 percent.
Exhibit 4: Community of Focus within City of San Juan Capistrano

Table 1: Population Density, Community of Focus and San Juan Capistrano, 2019
Community of Focus

San Juan Capistrano

Population

7,742

35,922

Land Area (sq. mi.)

0.85

14.40

Population Density
(people per sq. mi.)

9,108

2,495

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2015–2019)

Table 2: Race and Ethnicity, Community of Focus and San Juan Capistrano, 2019
Category

Community of Focus

San Juan Capistrano

Hispanic/Latino
Non-Hispanic White
Non-Hispanic Asian
Non-Hispanic Black
Non-Hispanic
American Indian or
Alaska Native
All Other Non-Hispanic

81.4%
16.7%
1.6%
0.2%

38.7%
55.6%
2.4%
0.4%

0%

0.3%

0.2%

2.6%

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2015–2019)

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-16-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Table 3: Languages Spoken, Community of Focus and San Juan Capistrano, 2019
Category

Community of Focus

San Juan Capistrano

English as Primary Language
Spanish as Primary Language
Other Primary Language
% of Households in which all
members age 14 and over are
non-English proficient

33.0%
63.7%
3.3%

69.6%
24.5%
5.9%

19.4%

6.4%

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2015–2019)

Relative to the rest of the city, residents of the Community of Focus are younger, with a median age
of 27 years of age compared to 41 years of age citywide. The number of schools within close distance
also make it an attractive location for young families. Additionally, the proximity to the many
restaurants, small businesses, and hotels in San Juan Capistrano’s downtown, and in surrounding
cities, make the Community of Focus an attractive place to live for many individuals who support the
local service industry. More than half of the residents of the Community of Focus surveyed about
work reported working in the service industry in San Juan Capistrano or in the neighboring cities of
San Clemente, Dana Point, Mission Viejo, and Aliso Viejo. A higher percentage of residents of the
Community of Focus rely on public transportation, walking, and biking as their main mode to work, as
compared to the rest of the city.
Goals and Policies
Listed below are the proposed EJ Element’s goals and policies.
Environmental Justice Goal 1: Promote land use and development patterns that reduce air
pollution exposure and improve respiratory health for residents of the Community of Focus.
Policy 1.1:

Partner with the South Coast Air Quality Management District to monitor local air
quality and identify main pollution sources.

Policy 1.2:

Encourage the California Department of Transportation to regularly monitor air
emissions from freeway traffic and develop mitigation measures to reduce air
quality impacts in neighborhoods adjacent to the freeway in the Community of
Focus.

Policy 1.3:

Encourage any new construction of mechanically ventilated homes, schools,
childcare facilities, and elder care facilities within 500 feet of the freeway to install
MERV-13 grade air filters or equivalent measures to prevent air pollution exposure
among residents.

Policy 1.4:

Encourage project proponents to prepare health risk assessments in accordance
with California Air Resources Board and South Coast Air Quality Management
District recommended procedures if new construction is proposed within 500 feet
of the freeway.

Policy 1.5:

Review the effectiveness of existing quiet zones within the Community of Focus
and provide information to area residents on how to report any train horn violations
to the Federal Railroad Administration.

Policy 1.6:

Work with equestrian facilities in the Community of Focus to ensure best practices
and measures are being implemented to reduce exposure to particulate matter
pollution from dust.
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Seek partnerships to increase public transit service and electric carshare and
bikeshare programs for all residents to utilize.

Environmental Justice Goal 2: Proactively take actions to address potential negative impacts
of climate change on the most vulnerable residents and adopt strategies to mitigate impacts
and promote adaptation and resiliency for residents in the Community of Focus.
Policy 2.1:

Incorporate climate change and climate variability into planning, health, and
emergency preparedness plans and guidance to increase preparedness for
natural hazards exacerbated by climate change, especially among vulnerable
populations.

Policy 2.2:

Work with federal, state, and county governments to identify opportunities and
investments to create jobs that are safe and sustainable and promote clean energy
solutions.

Environmental Justice Goal 3: Equitably distribute and maintain public infrastructure,
facilities, and services.
Policy 3.1:

Engage with the community and partner with community-based organizations to
plan and implement public facility improvements.

Policy 3.2:

Ensure public services are delivered to the Community of Focus in an efficient and
equitable manner.

Policy 3.3:

Maintain and improve existing facilities and infrastructure located within the
Community of Focus.

Policy 3.4:

When siting new public facilities in the city requested by the community, consider
locating said new facilities in the Community of Focus or as close to the Community
of Focus as possible.

Policy 3.5:

Study potential remedies to address lack of parking for residents of Capistrano
Villas, including potential overnight use of city parking lots next to the City’s Library
or in the Los Rios Historic District and strategies to promote alternative modes of
transportation.

Policy 3.6:

In collaboration with community-based organizations active in the Community of
Focus, identify public facility construction and maintenance needs in the
Community of Focus.

Environmental Justice Goal 4: Promote safe and equitable access to public facilities.
Policy 4.1:

When necessary, promptly replace and install new streetlights, restripe crosswalks
and bike lanes, and implement leading pedestrian intervals at traffic signals with
high pedestrian traffic to increase visibility and reduce collisions between
automobiles, pedestrian, and cyclists.

Policy 4.2:

Provide traffic safety information to the public by providing information on the city’s
website or by conducting workshops in the community.

Policy 4.3:

Develop and implement a bicycle master plan to prioritize bicycle-related
improvements throughout the city.

Policy 4.4:

Where feasible and if funding is available, implement traffic-calming measures,
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such as speedbumps, roundabouts, and narrower lanes to prevent speeding and
increase pedestrian and cyclist safety and comfort.
Policy 4.5:

Where feasible and if funding is available, implement Class IV physically protected
bikeways on major streets with Class II bike lanes, particularly those with more
than one lane in each direction and/or speed limits above 30 miles per hour.

Policy 4.6:

Promote a pleasant walking and biking environment by planting drought
-tolerant plants and improving stormwater management as part of any street
redesign.

Policy 4.7:

Collaborate with state and local leaders to reform statewide speed limit laws,
including the 85th Percentile Rule, which generally sets a road segment’s speed
limit as the speed that 15 percent of drivers exceed, so lowering speed limits in the
Community of Focus may be considered.

Policy 4.8:

Collaborate with community leaders and neighboring jurisdictions to expand the
service and route of the summer trolley, including offering service year-round and
into additional jurisdictions.

Policy 4.9:

In collaboration with community-based organizations, work to identify public facility
needs in the Community of Focus.

Environmental Justice Goal 5: Promote safe routes to schools and related facilities.
Policy 5.1:

Prioritize traffic improvements around schools, libraries, and childcare facilities.

Policy 5.2:

Prioritize areas near schools for crosswalk, bike lane, and traffic-calming
improvements.

Policy 5.3:

Collaborate with school leaders to initiate a safe routes to school program, a
walking school bus program, and/or similar programs to enhance and promote
safer streets near schools.

Policy 5.4:

In collaboration with community-based organizations, identify street safety needs
and interventions near campuses, libraries, and childcare facilities in the
Community of Focus.

Environmental Justice Goal 6: Ensure all residents of the Community of Focus have healthy
and safe living conditions.
Policy 6.1:

Identify funding programs on the city’s website that could assist landlords to
address substandard conditions and preserve affordability of housing occupied by
lower-income households in the Community of Focus.

Policy 6.2

Identify resources on the city’s website to assist tenants with mold and lead
abatement.

Policy 6.3:

Work with homeowner associations and property management companies that
manage multifamily condominiums located within the Community of Focus to
assist them in developing a proactive plan that addresses substandard housing
conditions and promotes maintenance of green spaces while not penalizing
renters.
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Reduce potential exposure to asbestos materials during rehabilitation of older units
by providing building permit applicants information on the South Coast Air Quality
Management District requirements to mitigate for potential asbestos exposure in
units built prior to 1980.

Environmental Justice Goal 7: Ensure all residents have access to a diverse mix to affordable
housing options available to households of all sizes, including younger workers, senior
citizens, and families, to reduce overcrowding and cost burden.
Policy 7.1:

Prioritize the development of affordable housing for different income levels
throughout the City of San Juan Capistrano and in proximity to community
amenities.

Policy 7.2:

Study potential adjustments to the City’s current Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance to
increase funding for affordable projects in the City of San Juan Capistrano.

Policy 7.3:

Partner with affordable housing developers to secure housing funding from state
programs such as the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities program.

Policy 7.4:

Work with community-based organizations and social service agencies focused on
homelessness issues to provide housing and support services for unhoused
residents.

Environmental Justice Goal 8: Preserve the sense of community and social cohesion in the
Community of Focus through policies to prevent the displacement of long-term residents.
Policy 8.1:

To the extent allowed by state or federal laws, establish a Local Preference Policy
that prioritizes applicants who live and/or work in the City for new affordable
housing units.

Policy 8.2:

Partner with the Orange County Fair Housing Council and other community-based
organizations to conduct outreach on tenants’ rights and host educational
workshops in Spanish and English for residents of the Community of Focus.

Environmental Justice Goal 9: Increase access to locally available fresh, affordable, and
healthy food for residents by increasing the amount of grocery stores, local markets, farmers
markets, mobile food vendors, and community gardens, and continue to support local
agricultural producers.
Policy 9.1:

Promote policies that increase access to healthy, affordable, and culturally
appropriate food retailers within close proximity to the Community of Focus.

Policy 9.2:

Facilitate opportunities to increase access to healthy food supplies within the
Community of Focus through support of mobile food vendors.

Policy 9.3:

Support and expand accessibility of farmers markets and community-supported
agriculture. Explore establishing a new famers market at Stonefield Park.

Policy 9.4:

Promote statewide efforts to expand the usage of food assistance benefits (e.g.,
CalFresh, WIC, and Market Match) at farmers markets, farm stands, and
community-supported agriculture sources to increase the purchasing power of the
community.

Policy 9.5:

Partner with local community-based organizations to conduct educational
campaigns to promote healthy eating and physical activity.
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Policy 9.6:

Continue to support local agriculture and food production by reducing barriers to
sustainable growers such as access to land.

Policy 9.7:

Partner with local community-based organizations, food banks, local farms, and
pantries to consider continuing the emergency distribution services that were
established during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Policy 9.8:

Partner with the local community-based organizations and farms to promote
educational programs and planting of edible gardens to provide residents with
access to fresh produce and learn about healthy eating habits.

Policy 9.9:

Continue to support local agricultural producers and partner with them to increase
local distribution of their produce, particularly through programs like The Ecology
Center’s Nourishing Neighbors program.

Environmental Justice Goal 10: Ensure an equitable distribution of and access to parks, trails,
open space, and related programs.
Policy 10.1:

Collaborate with local organizations to create and improve culturally competent
health and recreation programs for youths and adults, which would include
programs offered in both English and Spanish that are geared directly to the
Community of Focus

Policy 10.2:

Study the possible conversion of vacant lots, underutilized lots, and public right-ofway into parks, community gardens, and open spaces, particularly in the
Community of Focus.

Policy 10.3:

Encourage San Diego Gas & Electric and other utility providers to convert public
utility easements like utility corridors into parks and trails.

Policy 10.4:

Host farmers markets, musical performances, and open streets events in the public
right-of-way in the Community of Focus to encourage and publicize walking and
biking.

Policy 10.5:

Provide year-round park, sports, and pool access wherever possible for all
Community of Focus residents with online and in-person reservation systems, as
well as public records of who has reserved park space, to promote equitable
access for residents with limited internet access.

Policy 10.6:

Work with the Community Services Department to ensure its reservation system
for parks, sports fields and other public facilities is available in English and Spanish
to provide equal access to members of the public.

Policy 10.7:

Continuously review maintenance and expansion opportunities for parks and park
amenities, including exercise facilities and sports equipment.

Policy 10.8:

Identify tree planting opportunities throughout the Community of Focus.

Policy 10.9:

In collaboration with community-based organizations, develop an inventory of park
maintenance needs, and vacant and underutilized spaces.

Environmental Justice Goal 11: Improve the pedestrian and bicycle network.
Policy 11.1:

Where feasible and if funding exists, improve lighting, restripe and enhance
crosswalks, and implement leading pedestrian intervals at traffic signals for safer
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crossings.
Policy 11.2:

Where feasible and if funding exists, remove gaps and barriers in the walking and
biking network and construct new and/or wider sidewalks where necessary.

Policy 11.3:

Promote bicycle parking and storage to enhance the utility of bikes as a
transportation mode.

Policy 11.4:

Encourage pedestrian and bicycle accessibility between the Capistrano Villas and
nearby commercial areas and public trails.

Environmental Justice Goal 12: Establish safe routes to parks
Policy 12.1:

In addition to schools, prioritize traffic calming and other improvements around
parks and open space.

Policy 12.2:

Where feasible and if funding exists, improve recreational facilities with better
lighting, improved wayfinding, and expanded hours.

Policy 12.3:

Examine the maintenance of non-City operated parks through public-private
partnerships.

Policy 12.4:

Provide notices and onsite warnings to protect visitors of parks and recreation
areas from safety hazards, including rattlesnakes and other dangerous wildlife.

Policy 12.5:

Develop and implement a parks master plan to prioritize park improvements,
particularly in the Community of Focus.

Policy 12.6:

Explore opportunities and develop programs for expanding nature access for
Community of Focus residents, including city recreational programs that involve
visits to the Cleveland National Forest, east of the San Juan Capistrano boundary.

Policy 12.7:

Develop an inventory of lighting, wayfinding, safety, maintenance, and access
needs in and around City-operated parks.

Environmental Justice Goal 13: Promote land use, development patterns, and complete
neighborhoods that increase physical activity.
Policy 13.1:

Enhance public spaces to promote walking to and through public corridors.

Policy 13.2:

In exchange for affordable housing commitments, allow higher density.

Policy 13.3:

Develop and implement a plan to encourage the production of accessible and
affordable housing close to transit opportunities.

Policy 13.4:

Consider reducing or eliminating minimum parking requirements for new
developments that include a significant number of affordable housing units.

Policy 13.5:

Continue to review the City’s zoning code to identify areas which can
accommodate higher density housing and reduced parking requirements. Goal 14:
Provide opportunities for residents from the Community of Focus, regardless of
racial/ethnic background, national origin, age, education, and income, to
meaningfully participate in local decision-making processes.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-22-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Goal 14: Provide opportunities for residents from the Community of Focus, regardless of
racial/ethnic background, national origin, age, education, and income, to meaningfully
participate in local decision-making processes.
Policy 14.1:

Partner with community-based organizations that have established relationships
and trust with residents in the Community of Focus to conduct outreach on
proposed City public improvement projects or private land use projects within the
Community of Focus.

Policy 14.2:

Make language interpretation services available at all City Council meetings to
promote participation of residents of the Community of Focus. Ensure the City’s
website and key meeting documents and announcements are translated. This
includes printed and online materials, meetings and workshops, and other
announcements and notices.

Policy 14.3:

If public meetings or workshops are conducted in the Community of Focus, ensure
that such meetings are conducted at accessible locations and times with
considerations for childcare, food options, ADA accommodations, technology
access, and language interpretation.

Policy 14.4:

Work with community-based organizations to co-sponsor community events with
resources on health, wellness, and other topics of interest to the community.

Policy 14.5:

Identify and invite residents from the Community of Focus to serve on City boards,
commissions, and task force members as openings occur.

Environmental Justice Goal 15: Prioritize improvements and programs that address the needs
of the Community of Focus.
Policy 15.1:

Review City policies and procedures to ensure that spending of general funds for
recreation, air quality and other environmental improvements, community
programming, and public infrastructure improvements includes the Community of
Focus.

Policy 15.2:

Seek partnerships with public, private, and philanthropic entities that promote
implementation of policies in the EJ Element and promote social and economic
development activities within the Community of Focus.

Policy 15.3:

Ensure that future public improvements in the Community of Focus will not produce
negative impacts on existing residents, such as increase in pollution exposure, net
loss of affordable housing, or displacement of residents.

Policy 15.4:

Promote equitable distribution of public amenities and services to improve the
quality of life in the Community of Focus.

Safety Element
The purpose of the Safety Element is to identify potential hazards to the City's jurisdiction, including
its residents, structures, public facilities, and infrastructure. By identifying local and regional hazards
(including both natural hazards and human-made hazards), goals and policies can be crafted to
address public safety concerns unique to the City.
This Safety Element satisfies the requirements of state planning law and is a mandated component
of the General Plan. Government Code Section 65302(g) establishes the required components of the
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Safety Element, which include the following topical areas:
•

Wildland and urban fires

•

Seismic hazards: ground shaking, surface rupture, ground failure, tsunami, seiche, and
dam failure

•

Slope instability: mudslides, landslides, subsidence, liquefaction, and the relationship to
other seismic and geologic hazards

•

Flooding

•

Climate change adaptation and resilience

State law allows communities to select additional safety issues for consideration in the Safety
Element. Thus, the City has elected to address the following non-mandatory safety issues:
•

Hazardous materials location and movement

•

Utility-related events: power failure/stoppages, drought/water shortages, natural gas
pipes

•

Crime

•

Health crises

Relationship to General Plan Elements
The policies in the Safety Element address the various public safety hazards and emergency
preparedness needs of a community. The Land Use Element, which is closely related to the Safety
Element, contains policies that ensure both natural and human-made hazards are considered while
making land-use decisions. The distribution of residential and other sensitive land uses in the Land
Use Map is designed to avoid or mitigate areas where hazardous conditions have been identified.
Safety Element policies are designed to protect existing and planned land uses identified in the Land
Use Element, as well as associated persons and properties.
The Safety Element is also linked to the Housing Element. State law requires that the Safety Element
be reviewed and updated every time the Housing Element is updated to ensure that any new areas
considered for housing are adequately protected from hazards and that additional densities and
redevelopment do not adversely impact the safety and well-being of people or property.
The Safety Element is also linked to both the Open Space and Recreation Element and Conservation
Element. Many designated open space or conservation areas are also documented as earthquake
fault zones, unstable soils or slope zones, floodplains, or watersheds. Open space can be used as
a buffer zone between uses that may create or have public safety hazards, such as hazardous
materials use or production. Development within designated open space and conservation areas
would usually be inconsistent with the goals and policies in the Safety Element.
To a lesser extent, the Safety Element relates to the Noise Element and Circulation Element.
Excessive noise can create nuisances that negatively affect public health. Additionally, public safety
agencies may become involved in enforcing certain noise codes and regulations. The Circulation
Element provides a policy framework for a safe and efficient circulation system, which is critical
during the response to an emergency or in the event that an evacuation is necessary.
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Relationship to Other City Plans
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) for San Juan Capistrano was developed in accordance
with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) and followed the Federal Emergency
Management Agency's (FEMA) 2011 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan guidance. The LHMP
incorporates a process where hazards are identified and profiled, the people and facilities at risk are
analyzed, and mitigation actions are developed to reduce or eliminate hazard risk. The San Juan
Capistrano LHMP included a strategy that enables the implementation and sustainment of mitigation
policies, probability of future occurrence, potential impact, critical facilities at risk, climate change
considerations, vulnerabilities, risk assessment, and preparedness actions such as evacuation
routes. Implementing these mitigation actions, which include both short- and long-term strategies,
involves planning, policy changes, programs, projects, and other activities. The LHMP also
addresses the vulnerability assessment required to address climate resiliency and adaptation in the
Safety Element. The LHMP is fully integrated into the Safety Element in accordance with Assembly
Bill (AB) 2140, Government Code §65302 (g)(4)(D)(ii).
Emergency Operations Plan
The City Emergency Operations Plan outlines the coordinated response to major emergencies and
disasters. It identifies operational strategies and plans for managing inherently complex and
potentially catastrophic events by integrating emergency management, response, and coordination
systems, such as the Incident Command System, the Standardized Emergency Management
System, and the National Incident Management System. The Emergency Operations Plan
addresses the four phases of emergency management: Preparedness, Response, Recovery, and
Mitigation. The City Emergency Operations Plan is consistent and coordinated with the Unified
County of Orange and Orange County Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan.
Goals and Policies
Listed below are the proposed Safety Element’s goals and policies. The new and revised goals and
policies are denoted in italics. It should be noted that the Wildfire and Climate Change sections have
been added to the proposed Safety Element.
Safety Goal 1:

Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic
conditions, seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change

Seismicity
Policy 1.1:

Reduce the risk of impacts from geologic and seismic hazards by applying proper
development engineering, building construction, and retrofitting requirements.

Policy 1.2:

Explore funding sources to create an inventory of hazardous or substandard
structures in the City that may collapse in the event of an earthquake and prepare
a program to work with the property owners to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if
necessary, removal or replacement of unsafe structures.

Flooding
Policy 1.1:

Protect the community from flooding hazards by providing and maintaining flood
control facilities and limiting development within the floodplain.

Policy 1.2:

Coordinate and cooperate with the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD)
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in maintaining and improving the regional drainage system.
Wildfire
Policy 1.1:

Ensure that the City standards for fire protection for new development in Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zones meet or exceed the statewide minimums.

Policy 1.2:

Encourage property owners to incorporate fire-safe and erosion-safe design during
new development or major renovations.

Policy 1.3:

Reduce the risk of wildfire hazards by requiring fuel modification for landscaping
and defensible space for development located in areas of high wildfire risk.

Policy 1.4:

Cooperate and coordinate with the Orange County Fire Authority and California
Water Service to ensure that fire hydrant placement, water pressure, and
availability of fire suppression equipment are adequate for firefighting purposes.

Policy 1.5:

Cooperate with the California Water Service to make sure that present and future
water supply needs are met adequately.

Policy 1.6:

Reduce the risk of erosion and mudslides following wildfires by developing a
revegetation/erosion control strategy.

Climate Change
Policy 1.1:

Designate weather-control shelters and develop strategies to protect residents
from extreme weather conditions and power outages.

Policy 1.2:

Include extreme weather as an integral part of the Emergency Operations Plan
upon its next update.

Safety Goal 2:

Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, nuclear power
production, hazardous materials, ground transportation, and health crises.

Policy 2.1:

Continue to coordinate with Southern California Edison and maintain radiological
emergency preparedness planning during the decommissioning and dismantling
of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) until all potentially
hazardous materials have been removed.

Policy 2.2:

Work with the Orange County Sheriff's Department to ensure that no hazardous
materials are dumped in any area of the City.

Policy 2.3:

Cooperate with responsible federal, state, and County agencies to minimize the
risk to the community from the use and transportation of hazardous materials
through the City.

Policy 2.4:

Reduce the per capita production of household hazardous waste in San Juan
Capistrano in concert with the County of Orange plans for reducing hazardous
waste.

Policy 2.5:

Coordinate with respective agencies to reduce the risk from ground transportation
hazards, such as rail and roadway systems.

Policy 2.6:

Coordinate with the appropriate agency (i.e., Caltrans, Orange County Transit
Authority, Southern California Regional Rail Authority - Metrolink, or the City Public
Works Department) to take corrective measures when safety problems are
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identified in the ground transportation system.
Policy 2.7:

Include public health crises as an integral part of the Emergency Operations Plan
upon its next update.

Policy 2.8:

Strive to keep the essential City services operational and timely to the extent
possible in the event of public health crisis scenarios.

Policy 2.9:

Ensure that City employees have access to appropriate protective equipment as
well as telecommuting infrastructure so they may continue to provide essential
services in the event of a public health emergency to the extent available.

Safety Goal 3:

Protect citizens and businesses from criminal activity.

Policy 3.1:

Coordinate with the Orange County Sheriff's Department to reduce the risk of
criminal activity.

Policy 3.2:

Apply design techniques and standards aimed at reducing criminal activity, such
as Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles, to new
development and redevelopment.

Policy 3.3:

Promote after-school programs, volunteer programs, and Neighborhood Watch
programs to reduce the risk of criminal activity.

Policy 3.4:

Improve public awareness of both the responsiveness of the Orange County
Sheriff's Department and ways to reduce criminal activity within the City.

Safety Goal 4:

Improve the ability of the City to be prepared for and respond effectively to
natural and human-caused emergencies.

Policy 4.1:

Support the development of local preparedness plans and multi-jurisdictional
cooperation and communication for emergency situations consistent with the
Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS).

Policy 4.2:

Maintain and update the Emergency Operations Plan and Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan.

Policy 4.3:

Maintain an adequate stock of emergency preparedness equipment and supplies.

Policy 4.4:

Educate residents and businesses regarding appropriate actions to safeguard life
and property during and immediately after emergencies and encourage them to
sign up for an emergency notification system per City's Emergency Preparedness
Program.

Policy 4.5:

Educate City officials periodically on the process and protocols to be followed in
times of disaster.

Policy 4.6:

Continue to seek volunteers for current emergency preparedness and response
programs.

Policy 4.7:

Identify rights-of-way that do not provide adequate clearance for emergency
vehicles and develop a contingency plan, to reach people in need of evacuation.

Policy 4.8:

Ensure that all new residential projects provide secondary access to the project
site per Orange County Fire Authority Requirements. The secondary access may
be designated as emergency access only.
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Policy 4.9:

Develop a program for residents and visitors to easily and quickly report issues
related to safety.

Policy 4.10:

Create an expedited process for permit approval following a major disaster to
bolster reconstruction efforts.

9. SURROUNDING LAND USE(S) & PROJECT SETTING:
San Juan Capistrano is located in a coastal valley one mile from the ocean and is divided by Interstate
5 freeway that runs north and south through the City. Located in southern Orange County, San Juan
Capistrano is bounded by the cities of Mission Viejo to the north, San Clemente to the southeast,
Dana Point to the southwest, unincorporated Orange County to the east, and Laguna Niguel to the
west. The City’s planning area encompasses approximately 14 square miles. The City is
approximately 90 percent built out, with limited vacant land available for development. With more than
600 feet of vertical relief, the City’s terrain consists primarily of gently to steeply containing deep cut
canyons and gullies rolling hills.
10. OTHER REQUIRED AGENCY APPROVALS: HCD, Cal FIRE
11. PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: City of San Juan Capistrano, General Plan,
City of San Juan Capistrano, General Plan Program Environmental Impact Report, and 2014-2021
Housing Element Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
12. CONSULTATION:
A. Federal, State, and Other Local Agencies:
California Native American Heritage Commission
California Department of Housing and Community Development
Cal Fire / California Board of Forestry & Fire Protection
B. City of San Juan Capistrano:
Laura Stokes, Housing Supervisor / Associate Planner
Joel Rojas, Development Services Director
C. Documents & Resources:
City of San Juan Capistrano, General Plan
City of San Juan Capistrano, General Plan Program Environmental Impact Report
City of San Juan Capistrano, Title 9, Land Use Code
City of San Juan Capistrano, Environmental Review Guidelines
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Exhibit 5 – Regional and Vicinity Map
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Exhibit 6 – RHNA Sites
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13. SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
The City’s General Plan was adopted and certified in 1999 and the 2014-2021 (5th Cycle) was adopted
and certified in 2014. Since that time, the CEQA Appendix G checklist has been updated, modified,
and revised based on changes made by the California State Legislature, such as the addition of
sections for greenhouse gas emissions and wildfires. California courts have held that where a new
guideline or threshold is adopted after the certification of an EIR, the Addendum to the EIR does not
need to include additional environmental analysis relating to that guideline or threshold where the
potential environmental impact at issue in the new guideline or threshold was known or could have
been known at the time the EIR was certified. (See Citizens Against Airport Pollution v. City of San
Jose (2014) 227 Cal.App.4th 788, 806; Concerned Dublin Citizens v. City of Dublin (2013) 214
Cal.App.4th 1301, 1319-1320 [“the adoption of guidelines for analyzing and evaluating the
significance of data does not constitute new information if the underlying information was otherwise
known or should have been known at the time the EIR was certified”]; see also Citizens for
Responsible Equitable Environmental Development v. City of San Diego (2011) 196 Cal.App.4th 515,
532.) As such, this Addendum used the guidelines and thresholds that were used in the City’s 20142021 (5th Cycle) Housing Element IS/MND instead of the current 2021 CEQA Appendix G.
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at
least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following
pages:
NONE
Aesthetics

Agricultural Resources

Air Quality

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources

Geology & Soils

Hazards & Hazardous Mats.

Hydrology & Water Quality

Land Use & Planning

Mineral Resources

Noise

Population & Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Transportation & Traffic

Utilities & Service Systems

Mandatory Findings of Significance

14. DETERMINATION: (To be completed by lead agency)
No substantial changes are proposed in the project and there are no substantial changes in the
circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions to the
previous EIR or ND due to the involvement of significant new environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. Also, there is no
"new information of substantial importance" as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section
15162(a)(3). Therefore, the previously adopted ND or previously certified EIR is adequate.
No substantial changes are proposed in the project and there are no substantial changes in the
circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions to the
previous EIR or ND due to the involvement of significant new environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. Also, there is no
"new information of substantial importance" as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section
15162(a)(3). Therefore, because the project is a residential project in conformance with, and
pursuant to, a Specific Plan with a EIR completed after January 1, 1980, the project is exempt
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15182.
Substantial changes are proposed in the project or there are substantial changes in the
circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions to the
previous ND due to the involvement of significant new environmental effects or a substantial
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. Or, there is "new information
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of substantial importance," as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3).
However, all new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in severity of
previously identified significant effects are clearly avoidable through the incorporation of
mitigation measures agreed to by the project applicant. Therefore, a SUBSEQUENT ND is
required.
Substantial changes are proposed in the project or there are substantial changes in the
circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require major revisions to the
previous ND or EIR due to the involvement of significant new environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. Or, there is "new
information of substantial importance," as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section
15162(a)(3). Therefore, a SUBSEQUENT or SUPPLEMENTAL EIR is required.
15. ENVIRONMENTAL ADMINISTRATOR DETERMINATION: (Section 9-2.201 of SJC Municipal
Code): The Addendum for this project has been reviewed and the environmental determination is
hereby approved:
____________________________________________________
Sergio Klotz, Assistant Development Services Director
Environmental Administrator
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SECTION II: ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
This section analyzes the potential environmental impacts which may result from the proposed project.
For the evaluation of potential impacts, the questions in the Initial Study Checklist (Section 2) are stated
and answers are provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of the Initial Study. The
analysis considers the project’s short-term impacts (construction-related), and its operational or day-today impacts. For each question, the following should be provided:
1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses
following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g.,
the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific
screening analysis).
2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as onsite, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well
as operational impacts.
3) Once the City has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist
answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with
mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is
substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially
Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.
4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where
the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant
Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation
measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level
(mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be crossreferenced).
5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:
a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.
c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation
Measures Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated
or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address sitespecific conditions for the project.
6) Incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential impacts (e.g.,
general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document
should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.
7) Include a source list and list of individuals contacted or consulted.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-35-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

8) This form is consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and
all Initial Studies performed on projects within the city must use this format.
9) The explanation of each issue should identify, a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any,
used to evaluate each question; and b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce
the impact to less than significance.
1. AESTHETICS.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
aesthetics other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or
IS/MND?
Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:
a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that the General Plan would result in impacts associated with
urbanization, impacts to scenic resources, and adding new sources of light and glare. However, with the
implementation of mitigation measures, impacts to aesthetic resources would be reduced to a less than
significant level. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following: the City shall develop and implement a
City Capital Improvement Plan and utilize a site development permit process to promote high quality urban
design and reduce impacts to natural land forms.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed EJ Element will not have a substantial direct
or indirect impact on scenic vistas. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
regulations required by State law and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the
preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a
state highway may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific
or project-specific basis. Impacts from future growth and infill development associated with residential land
uses have been previously identified in the General Plan PEIR and would be required to be consistent with
existing adopted General Plan policies that preserve the visual character and ensure compatibility. Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to scenic vistas beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
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Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed Safety Element will not have a substantial
direct or indirect impact on scenic vistas because the Safety Element does not propose changes to scenic
resources. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific environmental review, as
required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code regulations required by State law
and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the preservation of scenic roads and
highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a state highway may be realized or
determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to scenic vistas beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to aesthetics. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to aesthetic resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
on scenic vistas or resources. Any future development project made possible by the updated housing
element will be subject to individual, site-specific environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all
development standards and building code regulations required by State law and City policy. The General
Plan contains several policies regarding the preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual
impacts of these types of activities will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential
environmental impacts to scenic resources within a state highway may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Impacts from future growth
and infill development associated with residential land uses have been previously identified in the IS/MND
and would be required to be consistent with existing adopted General Plan policies that preserve the visual
character and ensure compatibility. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to scenic vistas beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to scenic vistas would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic building along a State-designated
scenic highway?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that the General Plan would result in impacts associated with
urbanization, impacts to scenic resources, and adding new sources of light and glare. However, with the
implementation of mitigation measures, impacts to aesthetic resources would be reduced to a less than
significant level. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following: the City shall develop and implement a
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City Capital Improvement Plan and utilize a site development permit process to promote high quality urban
design and reduce impacts to natural land forms.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed EJ Element will not have a substantial direct
or indirect impact on scenic vistas. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
regulations required by State law and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the
preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a
state highway may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific
or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
scenic resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed Safety Element will not have a substantial
direct or indirect impact on scenic vistas. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
regulations required by State law and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the
preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a
state highway may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific
or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
to scenic resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to aesthetics. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to aesthetic resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
on scenic vistas or resources. Any future development project made possible by the updated housing
element will be subject to individual, site-specific environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all
development standards and building code regulations required by State law and City policy. The General
Plan contains several policies regarding the preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual
impacts of these types of activities will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential
environmental impacts to scenic resources within a state highway may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Impacts from future growth
and infill development associated with residential land uses have been previously identified in the IS/MND
and would be required to be consistent with existing adopted General Plan policies that preserve the visual
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character and ensure compatibility. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to scenic resources beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to scenic resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public
views of the site the site and its surroundings?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that the General Plan would result in impacts associated with
urbanization, impacts to scenic resources, and adding new sources of light and glare. However, with the
implementation of mitigation measures, impacts to aesthetic resources would be reduced to a less than
significant level. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following: the City shall develop and implement a
City Capital Improvement Plan and utilize a site development permit process to promote high quality urban
design and reduce impacts to natural land forms.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed EJ Element will not have a substantial direct
or indirect impact on scenic vistas. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
regulations required by State law and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the
preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a
state highway may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific
or project-specific basis. Impacts from future growth and infill development associated with residential land
uses have been previously identified in the General Plan PEIR and would be required to be consistent with
existing adopted General Plan policies that preserve the visual character and ensure compatibility. Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to existing visual character or quality
of public views beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed Safety Element will not have a substantial
direct or indirect impact on scenic vistas. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
regulations required by State law and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the
preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a
state highway may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific
or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
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outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
to scenic resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to aesthetics. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to aesthetic resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
on scenic vistas or resources. Any future development project made possible by the updated housing
element will be subject to individual, site-specific environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all
development standards and building code regulations required by State law and City policy. The General
Plan contains several policies regarding the preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual
impacts of these types of activities will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential
environmental impacts to scenic resources within a state highway may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Impacts from future growth
and infill development associated with residential land uses have been previously identified in the IS/MND
and would be required to be consistent with existing adopted General Plan policies that preserve the visual
character and ensure compatibility. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to existing visual character or quality of public views beyond those analyzed in
the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to existing visual character or quality of public views would be consistent with those previously
identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely
affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that the General Plan would result in impacts associated with
urbanization, impacts to scenic resources, and adding new sources of light and glare. However, with the
implementation of mitigation measures, impacts to aesthetic resources would be reduced to a less than
significant level. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following: the City shall develop and implement a
City Capital Improvement Plan and utilize a site development permit process to promote high quality urban
design and reduce impacts to natural land forms.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed EJ Element will not have a substantial direct
or indirect impact on day or nighttime views. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
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regulations required by State law and City policy. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with light and glare beyond those analyzed in the General Plan
PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to aesthetic resources. Adoption of the proposed Safety Element will not have a substantial
direct or indirect impact on scenic vistas. Any future development will be subject to individual, site-specific
environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all development standards and building code
regulations required by State law and City policy. The General Plan contains several policies regarding the
preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual impacts of these types of activities will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to scenic resources within a
state highway may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific
or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
to scenic resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to aesthetics. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to aesthetic resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
on scenic vistas or resources. Any future development project made possible by the updated housing
element will be subject to individual, site-specific environmental review, as required by CEQA as well as all
development standards and building code regulations required by State law and City policy. The General
Plan contains several policies regarding the preservation of scenic roads and highways. The individual
impacts of these types of activities will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential
environmental impacts to scenic resources within a state highway may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Impacts from future growth
and infill development associated with residential land uses have been previously identified in the IS/MND
and would be required to be consistent with existing adopted General Plan policies that preserve the visual
character and ensure compatibility. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with light and glare beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts associated with light and glare would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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2. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
agricultural resources other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR
or IS/MND?
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, Farmland of Statewide
Importance as depicted on maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the CA. Resources
Agency?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant for
land use conflicts relative to Williamson Act contract lands with incorporation of mitigation measures. Direct
and indirect impacts from the conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses were determined to be
a less than significant impact with the implementation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation, the
City would implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation, maintenance, and
management of open space and agriculture activity in the City. The City would also evaluate each project
individually to ensure that potential significant impact to natural resources, pursuant to CEQA, would not
occur. With the implementation of these mitigation measures, potential impacts to agricultural resources were
found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any agricultural
resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development projects would be subject to projectspecific development and planning review, including adherence to standards for the protection of agricultural
resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in
the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 below:
1. The City shall update and implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation,
maintenance, and management of open space and recreation resources and agricultural activity
within the City. Reevaluate the Open Space Master Plan in terms of evolving open space, parks,
and recreation demands and economic resources available to the City. (COS-1 from Conservation
& Open Space Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall assess development proposals for potential impacts to significant natural resources
pursuant to the CEQA, Natural Community Conservation Program (NCCP) and associated federal
regulations. Require appropriate mitigation for all significant impacts if impact avoidance is not
possible. Address the following subjects in impact assessment: (COS-3 from Conservation &
Open Space Element Implementation Program)
•

Riparian and wetland habitat;
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•

Coastal sage scrub habitat;

•

Rare and endangered plant and animal species;

•

Wildlife movement corridors,

•

Agricultural land;

•

Habitat fragmentation and

•

Significant tree stands.

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development projects would be subject
to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to standards for the protection of
agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 below:
1. The City shall update and implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation,
maintenance, and management of open space and recreation resources and agricultural activity
within the City. Reevaluate the Open Space Master Plan in terms of evolving open space, parks,
and recreation demands and economic resources available to the City. (COS-1 from Conservation
& Open Space Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall assess development proposals for potential impacts to significant natural resources
pursuant to the CEQA, Natural Community Conservation Program (NCCP) and associated federal
regulations. Require appropriate mitigation for all significant impacts if impact avoidance is not
possible. Address the following subjects in impact assessment: (COS-3 from Conservation &
Open Space Element Implementation Program)
•

Riparian and wetland habitat;

•

Coastal sage scrub habitat;

•

Rare and endangered plant and animal species;

•

Wildlife movement corridors,

•

Agricultural land;

•

Habitat fragmentation and

•

Significant tree stands.

With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not
result in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan
PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to agricultural resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
to agricultural resources. The map of Important Farmland in California (2010) prepared by the Department
of Conservation identifies several areas within San Juan Capistrano that are designated as Unique Farmland
and Farmland of Statewide Importance; however, the majority of the City is designated as urban and builtup land. San Juan Capistrano has historically been an agricultural community with its valley producing a wide
variety of crops. The Opportunity Sites, also known as Site Inventory, are not located within an area
designated as Unique Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance and are not designated as agricultural
by the General Plan or Zoning Code. Therefore, there will be no conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural use as a result of this project.
Additionally, individual development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning
review, including adherence to standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to agricultural resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act
Contract?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant for
land use conflicts relative to Williamson Act contract lands with incorporation of mitigation measures. Direct
and indirect impacts from the conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses were determined to be
a less than significant impact with the implementation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation, the
City would implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation, maintenance, and
management of open space and agriculture activity in the City. The City would also evaluate each project
individually to ensure that potential significant impact to natural resources, pursuant to CEQA, would not
occur. With the implementation of these mitigation measures, potential impacts to agricultural resources were
found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Refer to Section 2a), above. Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed EJ Element does not
include changes to any agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development
projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to
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standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the
implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development projects would be subject
to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to standards for the protection of
agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the implementation of the mitigation
measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to agricultural resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
to agricultural resources. The map of Important Farmland in California (2010) prepared by the Department
of Conservation identifies several areas within San Juan Capistrano that are designated as Unique Farmland
and Farmland of Statewide Importance; however, the majority of the City is designated as urban and builtup land. San Juan Capistrano has historically been an agricultural community with its valley producing a wide
variety of crops. The Opportunity Sites are not located within an area designated as Unique Farmland or
Farmland of Statewide Importance and are not designated as agricultural by the General Plan or Zoning
Code. Therefore, there will be no conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of
Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural use as a result of this project.
Additionally, individual development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning
review, including adherence to standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to agricultural resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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c. Conflicts with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined
in Public Resources Code section 12220 (g), timberland (as
defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland
zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code
section 51101(g)?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant for
land use conflicts relative to Williamson Act contract lands with incorporation of mitigation measures. Direct
and indirect impacts from the conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses were determined to be
a less than significant impact with the implementation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation, the
City would implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation, maintenance, and
management of open space and agriculture activity in the City. The City would also evaluate each project
individually to ensure that potential significant impact to natural resources, pursuant to CEQA, would not
occur. With the implementation of these mitigation measures, potential impacts to agricultural resources were
found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Refer to Section 2a), above. Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed EJ Element does not
include changes to any agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development
projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to
standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the
implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development projects would be subject
to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to standards for the protection of
agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the implementation of the mitigation
measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to agricultural resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources.
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2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
to agricultural resources. The map of Important Farmland in California (2010) prepared by the Department
of Conservation identifies several areas within San Juan Capistrano that are designated as Unique Farmland
and Farmland of Statewide Importance; however, the majority of the City is designated as urban and builtup land. San Juan Capistrano has historically been an agricultural community with its valley producing a wide
variety of crops. The Opportunity Sites are not located within an area designated as Unique Farmland or
Farmland of Statewide Importance and are not designated as agricultural by the General Plan or Zoning
Code. Therefore, there will be no conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of
Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural use as a result of this project.
Additionally, individual development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning
review, including adherence to standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to agricultural resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
d. Results in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant for
land use conflicts relative to Williamson Act contract lands with incorporation of mitigation measures. Direct
and indirect impacts from the conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses were determined to be
a less than significant impact with the implementation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation, the
City would implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation, maintenance, and
management of open space and agriculture activity in the City. The City would also evaluate each project
individually to ensure that potential significant impact to natural resources, pursuant to CEQA, would not
occur. With the implementation of these mitigation measures, potential impacts to agricultural resources were
found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Refer to Section 2a), above. Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed EJ Element does not
include changes to any agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development
projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to
standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the
implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development projects would be subject
to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to standards for the protection of
agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the implementation of the mitigation
measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to agricultural resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
to agricultural resources. The map of Important Farmland in California (2010) prepared by the Department
of Conservation identifies several areas within San Juan Capistrano that are designated as Unique Farmland
and Farmland of Statewide Importance; however, the majority of the City is designated as urban and builtup land. San Juan Capistrano has historically been an agricultural community with its valley producing a wide
variety of crops. The Opportunity Sites are not located within an area designated as Unique Farmland or
Farmland of Statewide Importance and are not designated as agricultural by the General Plan or Zoning
Code. Therefore, there will be no conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of
Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural use as a result of this project.
Additionally, individual development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning
review, including adherence to standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to agricultural resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
e. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to nonagricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant for
land use conflicts relative to Williamson Act contract lands with incorporation of mitigation measures. Direct
and indirect impacts from the conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses were determined to be
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a less than significant impact with the implementation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation, the
City would implement the Open Space Master Plan to ensure proper preservation, maintenance, and
management of open space and agriculture activity in the City. The City would also evaluate each project
individually to ensure that potential significant impact to natural resources, pursuant to CEQA, would not
occur. With the implementation of these mitigation measures, potential impacts to agricultural resources were
found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Refer to Section 2a), above. Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed EJ Element does not
include changes to any agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development
projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to
standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the
implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to agricultural resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
agricultural resources. As noted in the General Plan PEIR, individual development projects would be subject
to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to standards for the protection of
agricultural resources. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1 and 2 above. With the implementation of the mitigation
measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
agricultural resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to agricultural resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to agricultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adoption of the proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element would not have a substantial direct or indirect impact
to agricultural resources. The map of Important Farmland in California (2010) prepared by the Department
of Conservation identifies several areas within San Juan Capistrano that are designated as Unique Farmland
and Farmland of Statewide Importance; however, the majority of the City is designated as urban and builtup land. San Juan Capistrano has historically been an agricultural community with its valley producing a wide
variety of crops. The Opportunity Sites are not located within an area designated as Unique Farmland or
Farmland of Statewide Importance and are not designated as agricultural by the General Plan or Zoning
Code. Therefore, there will be no conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of
Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural use as a result of this project.
Additionally, individual development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning
review, including adherence to standards for the protection of agricultural resources. Therefore, adoption of
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the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to agricultural resources
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to agricultural resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
3. AIR QUALITY.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to air
quality other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or IS/MND?
Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air
quality management district or air pollution control district may be relied
upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:
a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality
plan?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant relative to conflicts
with air quality plans and objectionable odors. However, impacts associated with cumulative air quality
violations, non-attainment criteria pollutants, and impacts to sensitive receptors were determined to be
significant and unavoidable even with the incorporation of mitigation measures. As such, a Statement of
Overriding Considerations was adopted for air quality pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and
15093.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing land
use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review
and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the element
would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed below:
1. The City shall implement the programs described in the Circulation and Growth Management
Elements related to transportation system management to avoid traffic congestion and reduce relate
emissions levels. (COS-8 from Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)
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2. The City shall promote the development of job-generating land uses to improve the balance between
jobs and housing and reduce air emissions. (COS-9 from Conservation & Open Space Element
Implementation Program)
3. The City shall review development proposal for potential air quality impact pursuant to CEQA and the
South Coast Air Quality Management District CEQA Air Quality Handbook. Future projects shall
reduce air quality impacts by using available land use and transportation planning techniques such
as:
•

Incorporation of public transit stops;

•

Pedestrian and bicycle linkages to commercial centers, employment centers, schools and parks;

•

Traffic flow improvements, and

•

Employer trip reduction programs (COS-10 from Conservation & Open Space Element
Implementation Program)

4. The City shall implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the following
actions:
•

Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings during the site
development permit process, and

•

Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public building (COS-13
from Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)

5. The City shall promote retrofit programs to reduce energy usage and consequently reduce emissions
from energy consumption. Provide informational literature about available retrofit programs at City
offices. Inform property owners of retrofit programs when plans for remodeling and rehabilitation
projects are submitted (COS-14 from Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)
6. The City shall include for electrical vehicle charging areas in new public and private development and
redevelopment projects. The City shall inform property owners of electrical vehicle charging are
programs when plans for development and redevelopment projects are submitted (COS-15 from
Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)
The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short
and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to air
quality are provided below:
Environmental Justice Goal 1: Promote land use and development patterns that reduce air
pollution exposure and improve respiratory health for residents of the Community of Focus.
Policy 1.1: Partner with the South Coast Air Quality Management District to monitor local air quality and
identify main pollution sources.
Policy 1.2: Work with California Department of Transportation and the South Coast Air Quality
Management District to monitor air emissions and other local sources from freeway traffic and develop
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts in neighborhoods adjacent to the freeway in the
Community of Focus.
Policy 1.3: Encourage any new construction of mechanically ventilated homes, schools, childcare
facilities, and elder care facilities within 1,000 feet of freeways to install MERV-13 grade air filters.
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Policy 1.4: Require project proponents to prepare health risk assessments in accordance with California
Air Resources Board and South Coast Air Quality Management District recommended procedures if new
land uses are proposed within 500 feet of freeways.
Policy 1.5: During the design review process, encourage the use of measures to reduce indoor air quality
impacts, such as air filtration systems and kitchen range top exhaust fans, for new developments in the
Community of Focus.
Policy 1.6: Assess noise and vibration impacts from Amtrak, Metrolink, and BNSF trains consistent with
guidelines developed by the Federal Railroad Administration to identify policies to reduce the negative
impacts on residents and property damage to homes in the Community of Focus.
Policy 1.7: Work with Amtrak, Metrolink, and BNSF to study railroad traffic and develop mitigation
measures to reduce air quality, noise, and vibration impacts in neighborhoods adjacent to the railroad
tracks.
Policy 1.8: Work with equestrian facilities in the Community of Focus to adopt best practices and
measures to reduce exposure particulate matter pollution from dust.
Policy 1.9: Work with the Office of Environmental Health and Hazards Assessments and the state
Department of Toxic Substances Control to better understand the potential impacts and exposures from
hazardous waste facilities identified in the most current version of CalEnviroScreen 4.0.
Policy 1.10: Seek funding and partnerships to increase public transit service and electric carshare and
bikeshare programs for all residents to utilize.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed below:
1. The City shall implement the programs described in the Circulation and Growth Management
Elements related to transportation system management to avoid traffic congestion and reduce relate
emissions levels. (COS-8 from Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall promote the development of job-generating land uses to improve the balance between
jobs and housing and reduce air emissions. (COS-9 from Conservation & Open Space Element
Implementation Program)
3. The City shall review development proposal for potential air quality impact pursuant to CEQA and the
South Coast Air Quality Management District CEQA Air Quality Handbook. Future projects shall
reduce air quality impacts by using available land use and transportation planning techniques such
as:
•

Incorporation of public transit stops;
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•

Pedestrian and bicycle linkages to commercial centers, employment centers, schools and parks;

•

Traffic flow improvements, and

•

Employer trip reduction programs (COS-10 from Conservation & Open Space Element
Implementation Program)

4. The City shall implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the following
actions:
•

Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings during the site
development permit process, and

•

Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public building (COS-13
from Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)

5. The City shall promote retrofit programs to reduce energy usage and consequently reduce emissions
from energy consumption. Provide informational literature about available retrofit programs at City
offices. Inform property owners of retrofit programs when plans for remodeling and rehabilitation
projects are submitted (COS-14 from Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)
6. The City shall include for electrical vehicle charging areas in new public and private development and
redevelopment projects. The City shall inform property owners of electrical vehicle charging are
programs when plans for development and redevelopment projects are submitted (COS-15 from
Conservation & Open Space Element Implementation Program)
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not
result in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to air quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects relative to air quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air
Quality Management District (SCAQMD). SCAQMD and SCAG are responsible for formulating and
implementing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for the Basin. The AQMP is a series of plans
adopted for the purpose of reaching short- and long-term goals for those pollutants for which the Basin is
designated as a “nonattainment” area because it does not meet federal and/or state Ambient Air Quality
Standards (AAQS). To determine consistency between the project and the AQMP, the project must comply
with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations, comply with all proposed or adopted control measures,
and must be consistent with the growth forecasts utilized in preparation of the Plan. A significant impact could
occur if the proposed project conflicts with or obstructs implementation of the South Coast Air Basin 2012
AQMP. Conflicts and obstructions that hinder implementation of the AQMP can delay efforts to meet
attainment deadlines for criteria pollutants and maintaining existing compliance with applicable air quality
standards.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. While the housing programs would establish the
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framework for future zoning in the City, the details of zoning programs have yet to be determined. Although
adoption of future zoning amendments would allow additional housing development and population growth
in the City, the HEU does not commit to or approve any such development.
Air pollution is largely a cumulative impact. The nonattainment status of regional pollutants is a result of past
and present development, and the SCAQMD develops and implements plans for future attainment of ambient
air quality standards. Based on these considerations, project-level thresholds of significance for criteria
pollutants are relevant in the determination of whether the project’s individual emissions would have a
cumulatively significant impact on air quality. As such, individual development projects allowed by a future
rezoning program would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including
adherence to air quality standards. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in air quality impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/ MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Violate an air quality standard or contribute to an existing or projected
air quality violation?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant relative to conflicts
with air quality plans and objectionable odors. However, impacts associated with cumulative air quality
violations, non-attainment criteria pollutants, and impacts to sensitive receptors were determined to be
significant and unavoidable even with the incorporation of mitigation measures. As such, a Statement of
Overriding Considerations was adopted for air quality pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and
15093.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing land
use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review
and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the element
would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above. The
proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and
long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
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land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not
result in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to air quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects relative to air quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air
Quality Management District (SCAQMD). SCAQMD and SCAG are responsible for formulating and
implementing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for the Basin. The AQMP is a series of plans
adopted for the purpose of reaching short- and long-term goals for those pollutants for which the Basin is
designated as a “nonattainment” area because it does not meet federal and/or state Ambient Air Quality
Standards (AAQS). To determine consistency between the project and the AQMP, the project must comply
with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations, comply with all proposed or adopted control measures,
and must be consistent with the growth forecasts utilized in preparation of the Plan. A significant impact could
occur if the proposed project conflicts with or obstructs implementation of the South Coast Air Basin 2012
AQMP. Conflicts and obstructions that hinder implementation of the AQMP can delay efforts to meet
attainment deadlines for criteria pollutants and maintaining existing compliance with applicable air quality
standards.
Refer to 3(a), above. As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the Housing Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Additionally, individual
development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including
adherence to air quality standards. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in air quality impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under the
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR

Yes

No
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The General Plan PEIR determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant relative to conflicts
with air quality plans and objectionable odors. However, impacts associated with cumulative air quality
violations, non-attainment criteria pollutants, and impacts to sensitive receptors were determined to be
significant and unavoidable even with the incorporation of mitigation measures. As such, a Statement of
Overriding Considerations was adopted for air quality pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and
15093.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing land
use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review
and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the element
would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above. The
proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and
long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not
result in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to air quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects relative to air quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Refer to 3(a), above. The City is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) under the jurisdiction of the
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). SCAQMD and SCAG are responsible for
formulating and implementing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for the Basin. The AQMP is a series
of plans adopted for the purpose of reaching short- and long-term goals for those pollutants for which the
Basin is designated as a “nonattainment” area because it does not meet federal and/or state Ambient Air
Quality Standards (AAQS). To determine consistency between the project and the AQMP, the project must
comply with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations, comply with all proposed or adopted control

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-56-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

measures, and must be consistent with the growth forecasts utilized in preparation of the Plan. A significant
impact could occur if the proposed project conflicts with or obstructs implementation of the South Coast Air
Basin 2012 AQMP. Conflicts and obstructions that hinder implementation of the AQMP can delay efforts to
meet attainment deadlines for criteria pollutants and maintaining existing compliance with applicable air
quality standards.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Additionally, individual development projects
would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to air quality
standards. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in air quality impacts
(direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant relative to conflicts
with air quality plans and objectionable odors. However, impacts associated with cumulative air quality
violations, non-attainment criteria pollutants, and impacts to sensitive receptors were determined to be
significant and unavoidable even with the incorporation of mitigation measures. As such, a Statement of
Overriding Considerations was adopted for air quality pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and
15093.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing land
use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review
and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the element
would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above. The
proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and
long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
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land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not
result in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to air quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects relative to air quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Refer to 3(a), above. The City is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) under the jurisdiction of the
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). SCAQMD and SCAG are responsible for
formulating and implementing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for the Basin. The AQMP is a series
of plans adopted for the purpose of reaching short- and long-term goals for those pollutants for which the
Basin is designated as a “nonattainment” area because it does not meet federal and/or state Ambient Air
Quality Standards (AAQS). To determine consistency between the project and the AQMP, the project must
comply with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations, comply with all proposed or adopted control
measures, and must be consistent with the growth forecasts utilized in preparation of the Plan. A significant
impact could occur if the proposed project conflicts with or obstructs implementation of the South Coast Air
Basin 2012 AQMP. Conflicts and obstructions that hinder implementation of the AQMP can delay efforts to
meet attainment deadlines for criteria pollutants and maintaining existing compliance with applicable air
quality standards.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Additionally, individual development projects
would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including adherence to air quality
standards. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in air quality impacts
(direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
e. Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant relative to conflicts
with air quality plans and objectionable odors. However, impacts associated with cumulative air quality
violations, non-attainment criteria pollutants, and impacts to sensitive receptors were determined to be
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significant and unavoidable even with the incorporation of mitigation measures. As such, a Statement of
Overriding Considerations was adopted for air quality pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and
15093.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing land
use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review
and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the element
would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply with
applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above. The
proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and
long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the EJ Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects relative to air quality. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-6 listed above.
With the implementation of the mitigation measures listed above, adoption of the Safety Element would not
result in impacts (direct or indirect) to air quality standards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to air quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects relative to air quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air
Quality Management District (SCAQMD). SCAQMD and SCAG are responsible for formulating and
implementing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for the Basin. The AQMP is a series of plans
adopted for the purpose of reaching short- and long-term goals for those pollutants for which the Basin is
designated as a “nonattainment” area because it does not meet federal and/or state Ambient Air Quality
Standards (AAQS). To determine consistency between the project and the AQMP, the project must comply
with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations, comply with all proposed or adopted control measures,
and must be consistent with the growth forecasts utilized in preparation of the Plan. A significant impact could
occur if the proposed project conflicts with or obstructs implementation of the South Coast Air Basin 2012
AQMP. Conflicts and obstructions that hinder implementation of the AQMP can delay efforts to meet
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attainment deadlines for criteria pollutants and maintaining existing compliance with applicable air quality
standards.
Refer to 3(a), above. As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the Housing Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Additionally, individual
development projects would be subject to project-specific development and planning review, including
adherence to air quality standards. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in air quality impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
biological resources other than what was previously evaluated in the
IS/MND?
a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the USFWS?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to conflict with applicable habitat conservation plans
or natural community conservation plans would be less than significant without mitigation incorporated.
Impacts associated with federally protected species, habitat, and wetlands would be less than significant with
incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following measures:
avoidance of the habitat or species on-site through project boundary modification, acquisition and dedication
of the on-site habitat, and replacement of the habitat at an off-site location.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to conservation plans
beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-60-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to conservation plans
beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to biological resources except for impacts to sensitive species
and habitat which requires mitigation to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation
measure is listed below:
Mitigation Measure B-1
A biological resources assessment shall be prepared for any development proposal prior to approval
of entitlements located on any land within a Critical Habitat designation or identified in the General
Plan Environmental Impact Report as riparian habitat. This assessment shall identify the habitat
types and quality, identify species occurrence and distribution, determine the specific impacts to
biological resources and characterize the biological significance of those impacts, and define
measures to avoid, reduce or compensate for any significant impacts attributable to a proposed
project. The reduction in impacts may include a redesign of the project. The compensation may
include creating and/or preserving in perpetuity equivalent or better quality habitat at a minimum 1:1
ratio, as will be determined through project-specific analysis. The biological resources assessment
shall be prepared by a qualified biologist and submitted to the Development Services Director for
review/approval in consultation with the biologist and other as appropriate to the project. The
biological resources assessment shall be included in the CEQA compliance documentation for all
such proposals.
Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under
which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more
effects to biological resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, some of the remaining vacant land designated for residential
development by the General Plan is either partially or wholly impacted by the animals and plant species that
are listed under the Endangered Species Act. Such lands are currently being evaluated as part of the
coordinated effort by the State and federal governments to create the Natural Communities Conservation
Plan (NCCP) for the Orange County region. Final disposition of the impacts of the NCCP may create some
limited constraints on the development of these properties in the City. In particular, one of the RHNA sites,
Oso Ranch, has habitat and conservation easements that the City established to mitigate biological impacts.
If the site is developed, the habitat and conservation easements on-site would be avoided, and mitigation
measures would be implemented to reduce potential biological impacts. If this limits the development
potential of the site, an alternative site would be selected in order to meet RHNA requirements.
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As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Potential environmental impacts to biological
resources would be evaluated on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be
required to comply with Mitigation Measure B-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to conflict with applicable habitat conservation plans
or natural community conservation plans would be less than significant without mitigation incorporated.
Impacts associated with federally protected species, habitat, and wetlands would be less than significant with
incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following measures:
avoidance of the habitat or species on-site through project boundary modification, acquisition and dedication
of the on-site habitat, and replacement of the habitat at an off-site location.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to rare or endangered
plant or animal species beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
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adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to rare or endangered
plant or animal species beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to biological resources except for impacts to sensitive species
and habitat which requires mitigation to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation
measure is listed above in Response 3a). Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to biological resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, some of the remaining vacant land designated for residential
development by the General Plan is either partially or wholly impacted by the animals and plant species that
are listed under the Endangered Species Act. Such lands are currently being evaluated as part of the
coordinated effort by the State and federal governments to create the Natural Communities Conservation
Plan (NCCP) for the Orange County region. Final disposition of the impacts of the NCCP may create some
limited constraints on the development of these properties in the City. In particular, one of the RHNA sites,
Oso Ranch, has habitat and conservation easements that the City established to mitigate biological impacts.
If the site is developed, the habitat and conservation easements on-site would be avoided, and mitigation
measures would be implemented to reduce potential biological impacts. If this limits the development
potential of the site, an alternative site would be selected in order to meet RHNA requirements.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Potential environmental impacts to biological
resources would be evaluated on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be
required to comply with Mitigation Measure B-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to conflict with applicable habitat conservation plans
or natural community conservation plans would be less than significant without mitigation incorporated.
Impacts associated with federally protected species, habitat, and wetlands would be less than significant with
incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following measures:
avoidance of the habitat or species on-site through project boundary modification, acquisition and dedication
of the on-site habitat, and replacement of the habitat at an off-site location.
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Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to sensitive species,
riparian habitat or wetland beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to sensitive species,
riparian habitat or wetland beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to biological resources except for impacts to sensitive species
and habitat which requires mitigation to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation
measure is listed above in Response 3a). Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to biological resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, some of the remaining vacant land designated for residential
development by the General Plan is either partially or wholly impacted by the animals and plant species that
are listed under the Endangered Species Act. Such lands are currently being evaluated as part of the
coordinated effort by the State and federal governments to create the Natural Communities Conservation
Plan (NCCP) for the Orange County region. Final disposition of the impacts of the NCCP may create some
limited constraints on the development of these properties in the City. In particular, one of the RHNA sites,
Oso Ranch, has habitat and conservation easements that the City established to mitigate biological impacts.
If the site is developed, the habitat and conservation easements on-site would be avoided, and mitigation
measures would be implemented to reduce potential biological impacts. If this limits the development
potential of the site, an alternative site would be selected in order to meet RHNA requirements.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Potential environmental impacts to biological
resources would be evaluated on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be
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required to comply with Mitigation Measure B-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to conflict with applicable habitat conservation plans
or natural community conservation plans would be less than significant without mitigation incorporated.
Impacts associated with federally protected species, habitat, and wetlands would be less than significant with
incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following measures:
avoidance of the habitat or species on-site through project boundary modification, acquisition and dedication
of the on-site habitat, and replacement of the habitat at an off-site location.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the
movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the
movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
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Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to biological resources except for impacts to sensitive species
and habitat which requires mitigation to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation
measure is listed above in Response 3a). Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to biological resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, some of the remaining vacant land designated for residential
development by the General Plan is either partially or wholly impacted by the animals and plant species that
are listed under the Endangered Species Act. Such lands are currently being evaluated as part of the
coordinated effort by the State and federal governments to create the Natural Communities Conservation
Plan (NCCP) for the Orange County region. Final disposition of the impacts of the NCCP may create some
limited constraints on the development of these properties in the City. In particular, one of the RHNA sites,
Oso Ranch, has habitat and conservation easements that the City established to mitigate biological impacts.
If the site is developed, the habitat and conservation easements on-site would be avoided, and mitigation
measures would be implemented to reduce potential biological impacts. If this limits the development
potential of the site, an alternative site would be selected in order to meet RHNA requirements.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Potential environmental impacts to biological
resources would be evaluated on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be
required to comply with Mitigation Measure B-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to conflict with applicable habitat conservation plans
or natural community conservation plans would be less than significant without mitigation incorporated.
Impacts associated with federally protected species, habitat, and wetlands would be less than significant with
incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation included, but not limited to, the following measures:
avoidance of the habitat or species on-site through project boundary modification, acquisition and dedication
of the on-site habitat, and replacement of the habitat at an off-site location.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
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Conservation and Open Space Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to local policies or
ordinances protecting biological resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to biological resources. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Conservation and Open Space Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a
program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential
impacts outside the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to local policies or
ordinances protecting biological resources beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to biological resources except for impacts to sensitive species
and habitat which requires mitigation to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation
measure is listed above in Response 3a). Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project
or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that cause one or more effects to biological resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, some of the remaining vacant land designated for residential
development by the General Plan is either partially or wholly impacted by the animals and plant species that
are listed under the Endangered Species Act. Such lands are currently being evaluated as part of the
coordinated effort by the State and federal governments to create the Natural Communities Conservation
Plan (NCCP) for the Orange County region. Final disposition of the impacts of the NCCP may create some
limited constraints on the development of these properties in the City. In particular, one of the RHNA sites,
Oso Ranch, has habitat and conservation easements that the City established to mitigate biological impacts.
If the site is developed, the habitat and conservation easements on-site would be avoided, and mitigation
measures would be implemented to reduce potential biological impacts. If this limits the development
potential of the site, an alternative site would be selected in order to meet RHNA requirements.
As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further review and
analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Housing
Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Potential environmental impacts to biological
resources would be evaluated on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be
required to comply with Mitigation Measure B-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
cultural resources other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or
IS/MND?
a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource as defined in 15064.5 of CEQA?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to cultural resources, including historical resources,
archaeological resources, paleontological resources, and human remains, would be less than significant with
the incorporation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation measures, the City will assess
development proposals for potential impacts to significant historical, archaeological, and paleontological
resources on a project-by-project basis pursuant to CEQA. With implementation of mitigation measures,
potential impacts to cultural resources were found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to cultural resources. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not introduce any new
programs or policies that would conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential
environmental impacts to historic resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to cultural resources. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not introduce any new
programs or policies that would conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential
environmental impacts to historic resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
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Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in potential impacts to cultural resources. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation measure is listed below:
Mitigation Measure C-1:
In the event that subsurface resources are encountered during the course of grading and/or
excavation for projects completed pursuant to Housing Element policy, all development shall
temporarily cease in these areas until the City of San Juan Capistrano Planning Division is contacted
and agrees upon a qualified archaeologist/paleontologist, and Native American monitor to be brought
onto the project site to properly assess the resources and make recommendations for their
disposition. In the event that human remains are discovered, there shall be no disposition of such
human remains, other than in accordance with the procedures and requirements set forth in California
Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 and Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. These code
provisions require notification of the County Coroner and the Native American Heritage Commission,
who in turn must notify those persons believed to be most likely descended from the deceased Native
American for appropriate disposition of the remains. The applicable project applicant shall bear all
costs associated with implementing this mitigation measure.
Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under
which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more
effects to cultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not introduce any new programs or policies that would
conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential environmental impacts to historic,
archaeological and paleontological resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with Mitigation Measure C-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to historical resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to 15064.5 of CEQA?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to cultural resources, including historical resources,
archaeological resources, paleontological resources, and human remains, would be less than significant with
the incorporation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation measures, the City will assess
development proposals for potential impacts to significant historical, archaeological, and paleontological
resources on a project-by-project basis pursuant to CEQA. With implementation of mitigation measures,
potential impacts to cultural resources were found to be less than significant.
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Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to cultural resources. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not introduce any new
programs or policies that would conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential
environmental impacts to historic resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to cultural resources. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not introduce any new
programs or policies that would conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential
environmental impacts to historic resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in potential impacts to cultural resources. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation measure is listed above in Response 5a). Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to
cultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not introduce any new programs or policies that would
conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential environmental impacts to historic,
archaeological and paleontological resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with Mitigation Measure C-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to archaeological resources beyond those analyzed
in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to archaeological resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
c. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or
unique geologic feature?

Yes

No
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Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to cultural resources, including historical resources,
archaeological resources, paleontological resources, and human remains, would be less than significant with
the incorporation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation measures, the City will assess
development proposals for potential impacts to significant historical, archaeological, and paleontological
resources on a project-by-project basis pursuant to CEQA. With implementation of mitigation measures,
potential impacts to cultural resources were found to be less than significant.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in potential impacts to cultural resources. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation measure is listed above in Response 5a). Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to
cultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not introduce any new programs or policies that would
conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential environmental impacts to historic,
archaeological and paleontological resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with Mitigation Measure C-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to human remains beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to paleontological would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts relative to cultural resources, including historical resources,
archaeological resources, paleontological resources, and human remains, would be less than significant with
the incorporation of mitigation measures. As part of the mitigation measures, the City will assess
development proposals for potential impacts to significant historical, archaeological, and paleontological
resources on a project-by-project basis pursuant to CEQA. With implementation of mitigation measures,
potential impacts to cultural resources were found to be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
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more effects to cultural resources. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not introduce any new
programs or policies that would conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential
environmental impacts to historic resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to cultural resources. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not introduce any new
programs or policies that would conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential
environmental impacts to historic resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to historical resources beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in potential impacts to cultural resources. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
impacts to a less than significant level. The mitigation measure is listed above in Response 5a). Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to
cultural resources.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not introduce any new programs or policies that would
conflict with the protection and preservation of cultural resources. Potential environmental impacts to historic,
archaeological and paleontological resources may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with Mitigation Measure C-1 outlined above. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to human remains beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to human remains would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
geology/soils other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or
IS/MND?
a. Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving (i.) rupture of a known
earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist, or based
on other substantial evidence of a known fault (Refer to DM&G Pub.
42)?; or, (ii) strong seismic ground shaking?; or, (iii) seismic-related
ground failure, including liquefaction?; or, (iv) landslides?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that implementation of the General Plan would expose more persons
and property to geologic and seismic hazards. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
potential impacts to a less than significant level. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the following measures:
the development of zoning overlays that augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify hazard
areas and implementation of a program to identify and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other
potentially hazardous buildings within the City.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not by itself expose people
or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture
of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from
full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts
associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and
secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation
Measures 1-4 listed below:
1. The City, subject to the review and approval of the City Council, shall use open space easements
and other regulatory techniques where geologic instability or presence of faulting is identified and
cannot be mitigated, to prohibit development and avoid public safety hazards associated with geologic
or seismic conditions (S-2 from Safety Element Implementation Program)
2. In order to minimize damage from earthquakes and other geologic activity, the City’s Planning and
Engineering and Building Departments shall implement the most recent geologic and seismic
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requirements for structural design of all new development and redevelopment projects (S-3 from
Safety Element Implementation Program)
3. The City’s Planning and Engineering and Building Departments shall implement a program to identify
and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other potentially hazardous buildings with the
City. The program may include the following:
•

Set a list of priorities and criteria by which strengthening of the building identified as hazardous
will be established and conducted;

•

Offer incentives, such as tax waivers, tax, credits and waivers of zoning restrictions to
engender support for seismic retrofitting among building owners; and,

•

Adopt an education program, such as information mailings to encourage private owners to
seismically upgrade their homes (S-5 from Safety Element Implementation Program)

4. The City’s Planning and Engineering and Building Departments shall develop zoning overlays that
augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify those areas where more geotechnical
studies should be carried out prior to development in order to investigate liquefaction susceptibility,
restrict development in liquefaction prone area or to establish specific building design standards
aimed at reducing the risk of liquefaction (S-7 from Conservation & Open Space Element
Implementation Program)
The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short
and long-term risk of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and social dislocation resulting from
fires, floods, droughts, earthquakes, landslides, climate change, and other hazards. The policies and goals
related to geology and soils are provided below (new goals and policies are italicized).
Safety Goal 1: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic conditions,
seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change
Seismicity
Policy 1.1: Reduce the risk of impacts from geologic and seismic hazards by applying proper
development engineering, building construction, and retrofitting requirements.
Policy 1.2: Explore funding sources to create an inventory of hazardous or substandard structures
in the City that may collapse in the event of an earthquake and prepare a program to work with
the property owners to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary, removal or replacement of
unsafe structures.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts
(direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not by itself expose
people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving
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rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity
resulting from full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential
environmental impacts associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction,
landslides and other direct and secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed below:
1. The City, subject to the review and approval of the City Council, shall use open space easements
and other regulatory techniques where geologic instability or presence of faulting is identified and
cannot be mitigated, to prohibit development and avoid public safety hazards associated with geologic
or seismic conditions (S-2 from Safety Element Implementation Program)
2. In order to minimize damage from earthquakes and other geologic activity, the City’s Planning and
Engineering and Building Departments shall implement the most recent geologic and seismic
requirements for structural design of all new development and redevelopment projects (S-3 from
Safety Element Implementation Program)
3. The City’s Planning and Engineering and Building Departments shall implement a program to identify
and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other potentially hazardous buildings with the
City. The program may include the following:
•

Set a list of priorities and criteria by which strengthening of the building identified as hazardous
will be established and conducted;

•

Offer incentives, such as tax waivers, tax, credits and waivers of zoning restrictions to
engender support for seismic retrofitting among building owners; and,

•

Adopt an education program, such as information mailings to encourage private owners to
seismically upgrade their homes (S-5 from Safety Element Implementation Program)

4. The City’s Planning and Engineering and Building Departments shall develop zoning overlays that
augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify those areas where more geotechnical
studies should be carried out prior to development in order to investigate liquefaction susceptibility,
restrict development in liquefaction prone area or to establish specific building design standards
aimed at reducing the risk of liquefaction (S-7 from Conservation & Open Space Element
Implementation Program)
The proposed Safety Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential
short and long-term risk of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and social dislocation resulting
from fires, floods, droughts, earthquakes, landslides, climate change, and other hazards. The policies and
goals related to geology and soils are provided below (new goals and policies are italicized).
Safety Goal 1: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic conditions,
seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change
Seismicity
Policy 1.1: Reduce the risk of impacts from geologic and seismic hazards by applying proper
development engineering, building construction, and retrofitting requirements.
Policy 1.2: Explore funding sources to create an inventory of hazardous or substandard structures
in the City that may collapse in the event of an earthquake and prepare a program to work with
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the property owners to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary, removal or replacement of
unsafe structures.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to geology and soils. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are
no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture of a known earthquake
fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction and landslides.
Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from full build-out of the General
Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts associated with seismic
ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and secondary effect of
seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to
a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to geology and soils would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that implementation of the General Plan would expose more persons
and property to geologic and seismic hazards. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
potential impacts to a less than significant level. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the following measures:
the development of zoning overlays that augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify hazard
areas and implementation of a program to identify and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other
potentially hazardous buildings within the City.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
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Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not by itself expose people
or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture
of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from
full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts
associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and
secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation
Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts
(direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not by itself expose
people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving
rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity
resulting from full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential
environmental impacts associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction,
landslides and other direct and secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to geology and soils. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are
no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture of a known earthquake
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fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction and landslides.
Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from full build-out of the General
Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts associated with seismic
ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and secondary effect of
seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to
a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to geology and soils would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in onsite or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that implementation of the General Plan would expose more persons
and property to geologic and seismic hazards. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
potential impacts to a less than significant level. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the following measures:
the development of zoning overlays that augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify hazard
areas and implementation of a program to identify and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other
potentially hazardous buildings within the City.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not by itself expose people
or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture
of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from
full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts
associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and
secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation
Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts
(direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not by itself expose
people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving
rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity
resulting from full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential
environmental impacts associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction,
landslides and other direct and secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to geology and soils. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are
no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture of a known earthquake
fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction and landslides.
Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from full build-out of the General
Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts associated with seismic
ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and secondary effect of
seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to
a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to geology and soils would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18- 1-B of the 1994
UBC, creating substantial risks to life or property?
Impact Discussion

Yes

No
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General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that implementation of the General Plan would expose more persons
and property to geologic and seismic hazards. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
potential impacts to a less than significant level. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the following measures:
the development of zoning overlays that augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify hazard
areas and implementation of a program to identify and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other
potentially hazardous buildings within the City.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not by itself expose people
or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture
of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from
full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts
associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and
secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation
Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts
(direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not by itself expose
people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving
rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity
resulting from full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential
environmental impacts associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction,
landslides and other direct and secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to geology and soils. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are
no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture of a known earthquake
fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction and landslides.
Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from full build-out of the General
Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts associated with seismic
ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and secondary effect of
seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to
a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to geology and soils would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste water?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that implementation of the General Plan would expose more persons
and property to geologic and seismic hazards. As such, mitigation measures were required to reduce
potential impacts to a less than significant level. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the following measures:
the development of zoning overlays that augment the City’s land use and zoning ordinance to identify hazard
areas and implementation of a program to identify and retrofit any unreinforced masonry buildings and other
potentially hazardous buildings within the City.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed EJ Element update will not by itself expose people
or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture
of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from
full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts
associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and
secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects
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would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation
Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts
(direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to geology and soils. Adopting the proposed Safety Element update will not by itself expose
people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving
rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction and landslides. Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity
resulting from full build-out of the General Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential
environmental impacts associated with seismic ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction,
landslides and other direct and secondary effect of seismic activity may be realized or determined when the
policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which suggests the
development of a new funding source and program to seismically retrofit, rehabilitate or, if necessary,
removal or replacement of unsafe structures. Since this policy is a recommendation it would not have a direct
impact on the environment. Furthermore, participation in the future program would be voluntary and future
projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to geology and soils. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are
no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture of a known earthquake
fault, strong seismic ground shaking, or seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction and landslides.
Impacts to persons and property associated with seismic activity resulting from full build-out of the General
Plan were addressed in the General Plan PEIR. Potential environmental impacts associated with seismic
ground shaking, ground failure including liquefaction, landslides and other direct and secondary effect of
seismic activity may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to
a project or activity, on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to geology and soils beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
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Finding
Impacts to geology and soils would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
7. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes
in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause
effects to greenhouse gas emissions other than what was previously
evaluated in the PEIR or IS/MND?
a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR did not contain analysis for greenhouse gas emissions as this resource area was
not required by CEQA at the time of adoption. Refer to Chapter 1, Section 13 of this Addendum for more
information.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
The General Plan PEIR did not contain analysis for greenhouse gas emissions as this resource area was
not required by CEQA at the time of adoption. Refer to Chapter 1, Section 13 of this Addendum for more
information.
Proposed Safety Element
The General Plan PEIR did not contain analysis for greenhouse gas emissions as this resource area was
not required by CEQA at the time of adoption. Refer to Chapter 1, Section 13 of this Addendum for more
information.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to greenhouse gas emissions. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Climate change is the distinct change in measures of climate for a long period of time. Climate change is
the result of numerous, cumulative sources of greenhouse gas emissions all over the world. Natural changes
in climate can be caused by indirect processes such as changes in the Earth’s orbit around the Sun or direct
changes within the climate system itself (i.e. changes in ocean circulation). Human activities can affect the
atmosphere through emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) and changes to the planet’s surface. Human
activities that produce GHGs are the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas for heating and electricity,
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gasoline and diesel for transportation); methane from landfill wastes and raising livestock, deforestation
activities; and some agricultural practices.
Future development projects will result in short-term greenhouse gas emissions from construction.
Greenhouse gas emissions will be released by equipment used for demolition, grading, paving, and other
building construction activities. GHG emissions will also result from worker and vendor trips to and from
project sites and from demolition and soil hauling trips. Construction activities are short-term and cease to
emit greenhouse gases upon completion, unlike operational emissions that are continuous year after year
until operation of the use ceases.
Future development projects will result in continuous GHG emissions from mobile, area, and other
operational sources. Mobile sources, including vehicle trips to and from development projects, will result
primarily in emissions of CO2, with minor emissions of CH4 and N2O. The most significant GHG emission
from natural gas usage will be methane. Electricity usage by future development and indirect usage of
electricity for water and wastewater conveyance will result primarily in emissions of carbon dioxide. Disposal
of solid waste will result in emissions of methane from the decomposition of waste at landfills coupled with
CO2 emission from the handling and transport of solid waste. These sources combine to define the longterm greenhouse gas inventory for typical development projects.
Significant impacts would occur if the proposed project conflicted with or interfered with implementation of
any existing GHG reduction plan that is projected to achieve greenhouse gas reduction targets. The two
primary reduction plans are California Air Resources Board (CARB) Scoping Plan and SCAG’s Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). As stated in the IS/MND, the proposed
Housing Element will not potentially conflict with Regional Transportation-Related GHG targets and would
not conflict with any of the other provisions of the Scoping Plan. The Housing Element would support energy
efficiency, green building, recycling/waste, and water conservation through these proposed and current
policies. Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself increase greenhouse gas
emissions. Potential environmental impacts associated with greenhouse gas emissions may be realized or
determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to greenhouse gas emissions beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to greenhouse gas emissions would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR did not contain analysis for greenhouse gas emissions as this resource area was
not required by CEQA at the time of adoption.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
The General Plan PEIR did not contain analysis for greenhouse gas emissions as this resource area was
not required by CEQA at the time of adoption.
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Proposed Safety Element
The General Plan PEIR did not contain analysis for greenhouse gas emissions as this resource area was
not required by CEQA at the time of adoption.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to greenhouse gas emissions. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to geology and soils.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Climate change is the distinct change in measures of climate for a long period of time. Climate change is
the result of numerous, cumulative sources of greenhouse gas emissions all over the world. Natural changes
in climate can be caused by indirect processes such as changes in the Earth’s orbit around the Sun or direct
changes within the climate system itself (i.e. changes in ocean circulation). Human activities can affect the
atmosphere through emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) and changes to the planet’s surface. Human
activities that produce GHGs are the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas for heating and electricity,
gasoline and diesel for transportation); methane from landfill wastes and raising livestock, deforestation
activities; and some agricultural practices.
Future development projects will result in short-term greenhouse gas emissions from construction.
Greenhouse gas emissions will be released by equipment used for demolition, grading, paving, and other
building construction activities. GHG emissions will also result from worker and vendor trips to and from
project sites and from demolition and soil hauling trips. Construction activities are short-term and cease to
emit greenhouse gases upon completion, unlike operational emissions that are continuous year after year
until operation of the use ceases.
Future development projects will result in continuous GHG emissions from mobile, area, and other
operational sources. Mobile sources, including vehicle trips to and from development projects, will result
primarily in emissions of CO2, with minor emissions of CH4 and N2O. The most significant GHG emission
from natural gas usage will be methane. Electricity usage by future development and indirect usage of
electricity for water and wastewater conveyance will result primarily in emissions of carbon dioxide. Disposal
of solid waste will result in emissions of methane from the decomposition of waste at landfills coupled with
CO2 emission from the handling and transport of solid waste. These sources combine to define the longterm greenhouse gas inventory for typical development projects.
Significant impacts would occur if the proposed project conflicted with or interfered with implementation of
any existing GHG reduction plan that is projected to achieve greenhouse gas reduction targets. The two
primary reduction plans are California Air Resources Board (CARB) Scoping Plan and SCAG’s Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). As stated in the IS/MND, the proposed
Housing Element will not potentially conflict with Regional Transportation-Related GHG targets and would
not conflict with any of the other provisions of the Scoping Plan. The Housing Element would support energy
efficiency, green building, recycling/waste, and water conservation through these proposed and current
policies. Adopting the 2021-2029 Housing Element update will not by itself increase greenhouse gas
emissions. Potential environmental impacts associated with greenhouse gas emissions may be realized or
determined when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to greenhouse gas emissions beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
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Finding
Impacts to greenhouse gas emissions would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
8. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
hazards and hazardous materials other than what was previously evaluated
in the IS/MND?
a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed below:
1. The City’s Public Works Department shall update the Storm Drainage Master Plan by coordinating
with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and necessary
improvements (FM-4 from Floodplain Management Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall consider the recommendations and programs contained in the Army Corps of
Engineers San Juan Creek Watershed Management Study. The Public Works Department will
create a list of priorities and criteria by which improvements to the creeks, floodways and flood
channels will be established and conducted.
3. The City shall not allow new development or redevelopment within 100-year flood areas as
defined per the most recent Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps.
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The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short
and long-term risk of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and social dislocation resulting from
fires, floods, droughts, earthquakes, landslides, climate change, and other hazards. The policies and goals
related to hazards are provided below (new goals and policies are italicized). It should be noted that the
Wildfire Section has been added to the EJ Element as potential wildfire impacts have been elevated under
CEQA.
Safety Goal 1: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic
conditions, seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change
Wildfire
Policy 1.1: Ensure that the City standards for fire protection for new development in Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zones meet or exceed the statewide minimums.
Policy 1.2: Encourage property owners to incorporate fire-safe and erosion-safe design during
new development or major renovations.
Policy 1.3: Reduce the risk of wildfire hazards by requiring fuel modification for landscaping and
defensible space for development located in areas of high wildfire risk.
Policy 1.4: Cooperate and coordinate with the Orange County Fire Authority and California Water
Service to ensure that fire hydrant placement, water pressure, and availability of fire suppression
equipment are adequate for firefighting purposes.
Policy 1.5: Cooperate with the California Water Service to make sure that present and future
water supply needs are met adequately.
Policy 1.6: Reduce the risk of erosion and mudslides following wildfires by developing a
revegetation/erosion control strategy.
Safety Goal 2: Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, nuclear power
production, hazardous materials, ground transportation, and health crises.
Policy 2.1: Continue to coordinate with Southern California Edison and maintain radiological
emergency preparedness planning during the decommissioning and dismantling of the San
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) until all potentially hazardous materials have been
removed.
Policy 2.2: Work with the Orange County Sheriff's Department to ensure that no hazardous
materials are dumped in any area of the City.
Policy 2.3: Cooperate with responsible federal, state, and County agencies to minimize the risk
to the community from the use and transportation of hazardous materials through the City.
Policy 2.4: Reduce the per capita production of household hazardous waste in San Juan
Capistrano in concert with the County of Orange plans for reducing hazardous waste.
Policy 2.5: Coordinate with respective agencies to reduce the risk from ground transportation
hazards, such as rail and roadway systems.
Policy 2.6: Coordinate with the appropriate agency (i.e., Caltrans, Orange County Transit
Authority, Southern California Regional Rail Authority - Metrolink, or the City Public Works
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Department) to take corrective measures when safety problems are identified in the ground
transportation system.
Policy 2.7: Include public health crises as an integral part of the Emergency Operations Plan upon
its next update.
Policy 2.8: Strive to keep the essential City services operational and timely to the extent possible
in the event of public health crisis scenarios.
Policy 2.9: Ensure that City employees have access to appropriate protective equipment as well
as telecommuting infrastructure so they may continue to provide essential services in the event
of a public health emergency to the extent available.
Safety Goal 4:
Improve the ability of the City to be prepared for and respond effectively
to natural and human-caused emergencies.
Policy 4.1: Support the development of local preparedness plans and multi-jurisdictional
cooperation and communication for emergency situations consistent with the Standardized
Emergency Management System (SEMS).
Policy 4.2: Maintain and update the Emergency Operations Plan and Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan.
Policy 4.3: Maintain an adequate stock of emergency preparedness equipment and supplies.
Policy 4.4: Educate residents and businesses regarding appropriate actions to safeguard life and
property during and immediately after emergencies and encourage them to sign up for an
emergency notification system per City's Emergency Preparedness Program.
Policy 4.5: Educate City officials periodically on the process and protocols to be followed in times
of disaster.
Policy 4.6: Continue to seek volunteers for current emergency preparedness and response
programs.
Policy 4.7: Identify rights-of-way that do not provide adequate clearance for emergency vehicles
and develop a contingency plan, to reach people in need of evacuation.
Policy 4.8: Ensure that all new residential projects provide secondary access to the project site
per Orange County Fire Authority Requirements. The secondary access may be designated as
emergency access only.
Policy 4.9: Develop a program for residents and visitors to easily and quickly report issues related
to safety.
Policy 4.10: Create an expedited process for permit approval following a major disaster to bolster
reconstruction efforts.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the production, use,
or transport of hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed below:
1. The City’s Public Works Department shall update the Storm Drainage Master Plan by coordinating
with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and necessary
improvements (FM-4 from Floodplain Management Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall consider the recommendations and programs contained in the Army Corps of
Engineers San Juan Creek Watershed Management Study. The Public Works Department will
create a list of priorities and criteria by which improvements to the creeks, floodways and flood
channels will be established and conducted.
3. The City shall not allow new development or redevelopment within 100-year flood areas as
defined per the most recent Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps.
The proposed Safety Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential
short and long-term risk of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and social dislocation resulting
from fires, floods, droughts, earthquakes, landslides, climate change, and other hazards. The policies and
goals related to hazards are provided below (new goals and policies are italicized). It should be noted that
the Wildfire Section has been added to the Safety Element as potential wildfire impacts have been elevated
under CEQA.
Safety Goal 1: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic
conditions, seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change
Wildfire
Policy 1.1: Ensure that the City standards for fire protection for new development in Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zones meet or exceed the statewide minimums.
Policy 1.2: Encourage property owners to incorporate fire-safe and erosion-safe design during
new development or major renovations.
Policy 1.3: Reduce the risk of wildfire hazards by requiring fuel modification for landscaping and
defensible space for development located in areas of high wildfire risk.
Policy 1.4: Cooperate and coordinate with the Orange County Fire Authority and California Water
Service to ensure that fire hydrant placement, water pressure, and availability of fire suppression
equipment are adequate for firefighting purposes.
Policy 1.5: Cooperate with the California Water Service to make sure that present and future
water supply needs are met adequately.
Policy 1.6: Reduce the risk of erosion and mudslides following wildfires by developing a
revegetation/erosion control strategy.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-89-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Safety Goal 2: Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, nuclear power
production, hazardous materials, ground transportation, and health crises.
Policy 2.1: Continue to coordinate with Southern California Edison and maintain radiological
emergency preparedness planning during the decommissioning and dismantling of the San
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) until all potentially hazardous materials have been
removed.
Policy 2.2: Work with the Orange County Sheriff's Department to ensure that no hazardous
materials are dumped in any area of the City.
Policy 2.3: Cooperate with responsible federal, state, and County agencies to minimize the risk
to the community from the use and transportation of hazardous materials through the City.
Policy 2.4: Reduce the per capita production of household hazardous waste in San Juan
Capistrano in concert with the County of Orange plans for reducing hazardous waste.
Policy 2.5: Coordinate with respective agencies to reduce the risk from ground transportation
hazards, such as rail and roadway systems.
Policy 2.6: Coordinate with the appropriate agency (i.e., Caltrans, Orange County Transit
Authority, Southern California Regional Rail Authority - Metrolink, or the City Public Works
Department) to take corrective measures when safety problems are identified in the ground
transportation system.
Policy 2.7: Include public health crises as an integral part of the Emergency Operations Plan upon
its next update.
Policy 2.8: Strive to keep the essential City services operational and timely to the extent possible
in the event of public health crisis scenarios.
Policy 2.9: Ensure that City employees have access to appropriate protective equipment as well
as telecommuting infrastructure so they may continue to provide essential services in the event
of a public health emergency to the extent available.
Safety Goal 4:
Improve the ability of the City to be prepared for and respond effectively
to natural and human-caused emergencies.
Policy 4.1: Support the development of local preparedness plans and multi-jurisdictional
cooperation and communication for emergency situations consistent with the Standardized
Emergency Management System (SEMS).
Policy 4.2: Maintain and update the Emergency Operations Plan and Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan.
Policy 4.3: Maintain an adequate stock of emergency preparedness equipment and supplies.
Policy 4.4: Educate residents and businesses regarding appropriate actions to safeguard life and
property during and immediately after emergencies and encourage them to sign up for an
emergency notification system per City's Emergency Preparedness Program.
Policy 4.5: Educate City officials periodically on the process and protocols to be followed in times
of disaster.
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Policy 4.6: Continue to seek volunteers for current emergency preparedness and response
programs.
Policy 4.7: Identify rights-of-way that do not provide adequate clearance for emergency vehicles
and develop a contingency plan, to reach people in need of evacuation.
Policy 4.8: Ensure that all new residential projects provide secondary access to the project site
per Orange County Fire Authority Requirements. The secondary access may be designated as
emergency access only.
Policy 4.9: Develop a program for residents and visitors to easily and quickly report issues related
to safety.
Policy 4.10: Create an expedited process for permit approval following a major disaster to bolster
reconstruction efforts.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the
production, use, or transport of hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
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Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the release of
hazardous materials into the environment beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
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adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the
release of hazardous materials into the environment beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-93-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the
emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within
one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
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a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as
a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with the creation a
significant hazard to the public or the environment beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with
creation a significant hazard to the public or the environment beyond those analyzed in the General Plan
PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would
the project result in safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project
area?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with safety hazards
beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
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adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with safety
hazards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
f. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project
area?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-98-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with safety hazards
beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with safety
hazards beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
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capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
g. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
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more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
h. Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to
urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands?

Yes

No
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Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials, accidental release of hazardous materials, use of hazardous materials within proximity to schools,
location on a site that may create hazard to the public or the environment, or the potential for increased
human exposure to vectors were determined to be less than significant without the requirement for mitigation
measures. Impacts associated with public and private airport operations and interference with emergency
evacuation and response plans were determined to be less than significant with the incorporation of
mitigation measures.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use or designations and the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land
Use Element. As the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require further
review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope of the
element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to comply
with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-3 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the EJ Element. The EJ Element
also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies do not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies would not
result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of
the proposed EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with wildland fires beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects associated with hazards. The proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use or designations and the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element. As the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 13 listed above.
As noted above, the Wildfire section has been added to the list of policies in the Safety Element. The Safety
Element also expanded the policies related to the hazard protection and response. These additional policies
do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. These policies
would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore,
adoption of the proposed Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with
wildland fires beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials. Since the
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IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from
hazards and hazardous materials.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is pursuing an industrial housing overlay zone which will provide the ability for property owners in
the IP and CM zones to redevelop their properties for high-density residential uses. The overlay will allow for
residential developments pursuant to the VHD zoning standards. While many of the buildings within the
industrial housing overlay are likely to be converted and redeveloped for housing during the 6th Cycle
planning period, the City acknowledges that not all of the available properties will be redeveloped. Therefore,
the City is taking an extremely conservative estimate of realistic capacity of the overlay area and is assuming
a cumulative 13 percent yield across all sites. This means that independently, each parcel illustrates low
capacity, but cumulatively, the area can accommodate a substantial portion of the RHNA units for lower- and
moderate-income households.
Development on former industrial sites may increase the risk of potential impacts associated with hazards
and hazardous materials as industrial sites are more prone to contain hazardous sites. Potential
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials may be realized or determined
when the policies or programs are considered and applied to a project or activity, on a site-specific or projectspecific basis. As such, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts to hazards
and hazardous materials beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in hazard impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
9. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes
in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause
effects to hazards and hazardous materials other than what was previously
evaluated in the PEIR or IS/MND?
a. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements?

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
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Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed below:
1. The City shall implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendation for replacement,
maintenance and improvement of water services and facilities, including implementation of the
Desalter Project. (PSU-10 from Public Services & Utilities Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall continue to work with representatives of local public facility and service providers,
including the City’s Public Works Department and the Engineering and Building Department. One
of the purposes is to ensure the community needs for water and sewer service being met, and
the capacity of the infrastructure is adequate. (PSU-8 from Public Services & Utilities Element
Implementation Program)
3. The City shall review development proposal for consistency with water and sewer infrastructure
requirements, requiring appropriate engineering studies to determine the proper water and sewer
infrastructure requirements. The City shall require that the recommendations of the engineering
studies be incorporated into the design of the projects. Early engineering studies will allow the
City to anticipate water and sewer infrastructure impacts prior to development, and permit more
time to plan required construction of sewer and water infrastructure improvements for all
development projects. (PSU-9 from Public Services & Utilities Element Implementation Program)
4. The City shall update the Storm Drainage Master Plan by coordinating the Orange County Flood
Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and implement necessary improvements (FM4 Flood Management Element Implementation Program)
The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short
and long-term risk of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and social dislocation resulting from
fires, floods, droughts, earthquakes, landslides, climate change, and other hazards. The policies and goals
related to hydrology and water quality are provided below (new goals and policies are italicized).
Safety Goal 1: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic conditions,
seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change
Flooding
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Policy 1.1: Protect the community from flooding hazards by providing and maintaining flood
control facilities and limiting development within the floodplain.
Policy 1.2: Coordinate and cooperate with the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD) in
maintaining and improving the regional drainage system.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed below:
1. The City shall implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendation for replacement,
maintenance and improvement of water services and facilities, including implementation of the
Desalter Project. (PSU-10 from Public Services & Utilities Element Implementation Program)
2. The City shall continue to work with representatives of local public facility and service providers,
including the City’s Public Works Department and the Engineering and Building Department. One
of the purposes is to ensure the community needs for water and sewer service being met, and
the capacity of the infrastructure is adequate. (PSU-8 from Public Services & Utilities Element
Implementation Program)
3. The City shall review development proposal for consistency with water and sewer infrastructure
requirements, requiring appropriate engineering studies to determine the proper water and sewer
infrastructure requirements. The City shall require that the recommendations of the engineering
studies be incorporated into the design of the projects. Early engineering studies will allow the
City to anticipate water and sewer infrastructure impacts prior to development, and permit more
time to plan required construction of sewer and water infrastructure improvements for all
development projects. (PSU-9 from Public Services & Utilities Element Implementation Program)
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4. The City shall update the Storm Drainage Master Plan by coordinating the Orange County Flood
Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and implement necessary improvements (FM4 Flood Management Element Implementation Program)
The proposed Safety Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential
short and long-term risk of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and social dislocation resulting
from fires, floods, droughts, earthquakes, landslides, climate change, and other hazards. The policies and
goals related to hydrology and water quality are provided below (new goals and policies are italicized).
Safety Goal 1: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic conditions,
seismic activity, wildfires, flooding, and climate change
Flooding
Policy 1.1: Protect the community from flooding hazards by providing and maintaining flood
control facilities and limiting development within the floodplain.
Policy 1.2: Coordinate and cooperate with the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD) in
maintaining and improving the regional drainage system.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
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within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
b. Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level which
would not support existing land uses or planned uses for which permits
have been granted)?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
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would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
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2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a
manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or offsite?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR

Yes

No
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The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.

Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
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PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
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Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
d. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or
substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner
which would result in flooding on or off site?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
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within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
e. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources of polluted runoff?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
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Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
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“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
f. Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
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necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
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in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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g. Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a
Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate map or
other flood hazard delineation map?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
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groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
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drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
h. Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would
impede or redirect flood flows?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
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As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
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means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
i.

Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a
levee or dam?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
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applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
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there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
j.

Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR

Yes

No
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The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
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review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
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Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
k. Result in an increase in pollutant discharges to receiving waters
considering water quality parameters such as temperature,
dissolved oxygen, turbidity and other typical stormwater
pollutants (e.g. heavy metals, pathogens, petroleum
derivatives, synthetic organics, sediment, nutrients, oxygen-demanding
substances, and trash)?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
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Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
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floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
l.

Result in significant alternation of receiving water quality during or
following construction?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-130-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-131-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
m. Could the proposed project result in increased erosion downstream?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
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following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
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As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
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Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
n. Result in increased impervious surfaces and associated increased
runoff?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
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broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
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deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
General Plan PEIR
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
o. Create a significant adverse environmental impact to drainage patterns
due to changes in runoff flow rates or volumes?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
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review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
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The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
p. Tributary to an already impaired water body, as listed on the Clean
Water Act Section 303(d) list? If so, can it result in an increase in any
pollutant for which the water body is already impaired?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
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Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-140-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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q. Tributary to other environmentally sensitive areas? If so, can it
exacerbate already existing sensitive conditions?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
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that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
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drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
r. Have a potentially significant environmental impact on surface water
quality to either marine, fresh, or wetland waters?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-144-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-145-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
s. Have a potentially significant adverse impact on groundwater quality?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
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applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
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there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
t. Cause or contribute to an exceedance of applicable surface or
groundwater receiving water quality objectives or degradation
of beneficial uses?
Impact Discussion

Yes

No
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General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
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PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
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Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
u. Impact aquatic, wetland, or riparian habitat?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
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Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
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The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
v. Potentially impact stormwater runoff from construction or post
construction?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
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impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
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floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
w. Result in a potential for discharge of stormwater pollutants from areas
of material storage, vehicle or equipment fueling, vehicle or
equipment maintenance (including washing), waste handling,
hazardous materials handling or storage, delivery areas, loading docks
or other outdoor work areas?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
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necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
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in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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x. Result in the potential for discharge of stormwater to affect the beneficial
uses of the receiving waters?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
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that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
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drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
y. Create the potential for significant changes in the flow velocity or volume
of stormwater runoff to cause environmental harm?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
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As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
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means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
z. Create significant increases in erosion of the project site or surrounding
areas?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with hydrology and water quality would be less
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the
following measures: implement the City’s Water Master Plan recommendations for replacement,
maintenance, and improvements of water services and facilities and update the Storm Drainage Master Plan
by coordinating with the Orange County Flood Control District to identify flood control deficiencies and
necessary improvements. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts to hydrology
and water quality would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs are broadly
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applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed EJ Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed EJ Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that
would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff
in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed EJ Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the EJ
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed
in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from hydrology and water quality. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs are
broadly applied citywide and are not site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality
standards. The proposed Safety Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with
groundwater recharge nor would it deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document,
implementation of the proposed Safety Element update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner
that would result in substantial alteration of drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner that would result in erosion or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The proposed Safety Element does not introduce any new
impacts or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan
PEIR. The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project
review. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the
PEIR, such as Mitigation Measures 1-4 listed above.
As provided above, the proposed Safety Element includes the addition of Policy 1.2 which recommends
coordination with the OCFCD to maintain and improve the regional drainage system. This policy does not
specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result
in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated individually. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to hydrology and water quality beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
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there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
The City is bisected by multiple creeks and drainages and has substantial land areas within flood hazard
zones, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Most of these areas have an
“A” designator, indicating that the property is in a 100-year flood inundation area. Essentially, this means that
the area has a 1 percent chance of flooding every year. Other areas of the City are within a 500-year
floodplain. Additionally, the City has substantial areas within a floodway, which is characterized by high
velocities and depths during wet weather events.
The City allows for residential development within its floodplains, provided mitigating strategies and design
choices are made to ensure safety and limit flood damage. For properties within the 100-year floodplain, this
means that the finished floor must be above the flood elevation, and that buildings below the flood elevation
must be designed to withstand the hydrostatic pressure of any flood.
Some RHNA sites are located within 100-year floodplains. In particular, portions of the industrial housing
overlay, Capistrano Center, and Oso Ranch sites are located within floodplains. While the requirements for
floodplain development may act as minor constraints to housing production, they are not expected to reduce
development yields or preclude new housing production in general. The City does not have any RHNA sites
within floodways, which is a water channel that directly conveys stormwater and experiences rapid velocities
during wet weather events.
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element policies and programs are broadly applied citywide and are not
site-specific. The updates do not change or revise current water quality standards. The proposed Housing
Element policies and programs would neither result in a conflict with groundwater recharge nor would it
deplete groundwater reserves. As a policy and regulatory document, implementation of the Housing Element
update will not alter existing drainage patterns in a manner that would result in substantial alteration of
drainage patterns or increases in the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in erosion
or flooding on- or off-site.
Further, potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that that could violate
water quality standards may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. The Housing Element does not introduce any new impacts
or increase the severity of impacts to water quality beyond what was addressed in the General Plan PEIR.
The individual impacts of residential development will be assessed at the time of specific project review.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
hydrology and water quality beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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10. LAND USE AND PLANNING:

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to land
use and planning other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or
IS/MND?
a. Physically divide an established community?

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with the physical division of an
established community would be less than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures;
furthermore, impacts resulting from conflict with applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations, or an HCP
or NCCP, were determined to be less than significant with no mitigation required. Since the General Plan
PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project
is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to land use
and planning.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to land use and planning. As the proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations, the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. Furthermore, as the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require
further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope
of the EJ Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to land use and planning. As the proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use designations, the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Land Use Element. Furthermore, as the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program
would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts
outside the scope of the Safety Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
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Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As part of the 2021-2029 Housing Element, the City will need to rezone land to accommodate a shortfall in
its inventory for lower- and moderate-income units. Future zoning will permit high-density residential
development up to 30 du/ac and will meet the requirements for rezoned sites pursuant to Government Code
Section 65583.2(h). In particular, the rezoned sites that accommodate lower-income units will be eligible for
ministerial approval if 20 percent of the units are reserved for affordable households.
Overall, as shown in Table 3, Rezoned Site Capacity, rezoned sites are estimated to have a realistic capacity
of at least 1,136 units spread over all income categories. The rezoned sites provide 435 units toward the
lower-income RHNA categories, accounting for 81 percent of total lower-income capacity (536 units). Of
these rezoned sites, one third (145 units) of the lower-income units will be accommodated through the
industrial housing overlay and 88 will be accommodated through the Price Club Specific Plan, while the
remaining 202 lower-income units will be met through exclusively residential zones (Oso Ranch and
Capistrano Center). The City will rezone the following areas identified in Table 3 within three years of Housing
Element adoption.
The Housing Element does not include any goals, policies, or programs that would conflict with adopted
General Plan goals and policies to mitigate environmental effects. General Plan and Zoning Code
amendments will increase the maximum residential density to thirty dwelling units per acre; however, no
conflicts with existing policies would occur. There will be no significant impact on any plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency having jurisdiction over the project adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect. As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the Housing Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to land use and planning would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an
agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to the
General Plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning ordinance)
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental
effect?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with the physical division of an
established community would be less than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures;
furthermore, impacts resulting from conflict with applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations, or an HCP
or NCCP, were determined to be less than significant with no mitigation required. Since the General Plan
PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project
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is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to land use
and planning.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to land use and planning. As the proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations, the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. Furthermore, as the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require
further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope
of the EJ Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to land use and planning. As the proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use designations, the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Land Use Element. Furthermore, as the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program
would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts
outside the scope of the Safety Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As part of the 2021-2029 Housing Element, the City will need to rezone land to accommodate a shortfall in
its inventory for lower- and moderate-income units. Future zoning will permit high-density residential
development up to 30 du/ac and will meet the requirements for rezoned sites pursuant to Government Code
Section 65583.2(h). In particular, the rezoned sites that accommodate lower-income units will be eligible for
ministerial approval if 20 percent of the units are reserved for affordable households.
Overall, as shown in Table 3, Rezoned Site Capacity, rezoned sites are estimated to have a realistic capacity
of at least 1,136 units spread over all income categories. The rezoned sites provide 435 units toward the
lower-income RHNA categories, accounting for 81 percent of total lower-income capacity (536 units). Of
these rezoned sites, one third (145 units) of the lower-income units will be accommodated through the
industrial housing overlay and 88 will be accommodated through the Price Club Specific Plan, while the
remaining 202 lower-income units will be met through exclusively residential zones (Oso Ranch and
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Capistrano Center). The City will rezone the following areas identified in Table 3 within three years of Housing
Element adoption.
The Housing Element does not include any goals, policies, or programs that would conflict with adopted
General Plan goals and policies to mitigate environmental effects. General Plan and Zoning Code
amendments will increase the maximum residential density to thirty dwelling units per acre; however, no
conflicts with existing policies would occur. There will be no significant impact on any plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency having jurisdiction over the project adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect. As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the Housing Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to land use and planning would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
c. Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural
community conservation plan?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with the physical division of an
established community would be less than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures;
furthermore, impacts resulting from conflict with applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations, or an HCP
or NCCP, were determined to be less than significant with no mitigation required. Since the General Plan
PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project
is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to land use
and planning.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to land use and planning. As the proposed EJ Element does not include changes to any existing
land use designations, the EJ Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan Land Use
Element. Furthermore, as the EJ Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would require
further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside the scope
of the EJ Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
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more effects to land use and planning. As the proposed Safety Element does not include changes to any
existing land use designations, the Safety Element would not result in changes to the City’s General Plan
Land Use Element. Furthermore, as the Safety Element is a policy document, implementation of a program
would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts
outside the scope of the Safety Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Future projects
would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from hydrology and water quality.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As part of the 2021-2029 Housing Element, the City will need to rezone land to accommodate a shortfall in
its inventory for lower- and moderate-income units. Future zoning will permit high-density residential
development up to 30 du/ac and will meet the requirements for rezoned sites pursuant to Government Code
Section 65583.2(h). In particular, the rezoned sites that accommodate lower-income units will be eligible for
ministerial approval if 20 percent of the units are reserved for affordable households.
Overall, as shown in Table 3, Rezoned Site Capacity, rezoned sites are estimated to have a realistic capacity
of at least 1,136 units spread over all income categories. The rezoned sites provide 435 units toward the
lower-income RHNA categories, accounting for 81 percent of total lower-income capacity (536 units). Of
these rezoned sites, one third (145 units) of the lower-income units will be accommodated through the
industrial housing overlay and 88 will be accommodated through the Price Club Specific Plan, while the
remaining 202 lower-income units will be met through exclusively residential zones (Oso Ranch and
Capistrano Center). The City will rezone the following areas identified in Table 3 within three years of Housing
Element adoption.
The Housing Element does not include any goals, policies, or programs that would conflict with adopted
General Plan goals and policies to mitigate environmental effects. General Plan and Zoning Code
amendments will increase the maximum residential density to thirty dwelling units per acre; however, no
conflicts with existing policies would occur. There will be no significant impact on any plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency having jurisdiction over the project adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect. As the Housing Element is a policy document, implementation of a program would
require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption in which potential impacts outside
the scope of the Housing Element would be identified and addressed as necessary. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to land use and planning
beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to land use and planning would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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11. MINERAL RESOURCES

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes
in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause
effects to mineral resources other than what was previously evaluated in
the PEIR or IS/MND?
a. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would
be of
value to the region and the residents of the state?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that no impacts would occur to mineral resources. Refer to Chapter 1,
Section 13 of this Addendum for more information.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
The General Plan PEIR determined that no impacts would occur to mineral resources. Therefore, adoption
of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with mineral resources beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR. Refer to Chapter 1, Section 13 of this Addendum for more
information.
Proposed Safety Element
The General Plan PEIR determined that no impacts would occur to mineral resources. Therefore, adoption
of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with mineral resources
beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR. Refer to Chapter 1, Section 13 of this Addendum for more
information.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to mineral resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. Potential
environmental impacts from development and activities on a site will be considered and applied on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to mineral resources beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to mineral resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or
other land use plan?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that no impacts would occur to mineral resources.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
The General Plan PEIR determined that no impacts would occur to mineral resources. Therefore, adoption
of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with mineral resources beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
The General Plan PEIR determined that no impacts would occur to mineral resources. Therefore, adoption
of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with mineral resources
beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to mineral resources. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. Potential
environmental impacts from development and activities on a site will be considered and applied on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) to mineral resources beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to mineral resources would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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12. NOISE.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes
in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause
effects to noise other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or
IS/MND?
a. Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other agencies?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that noise impacts would be less than significant with incorporation of
mitigation measures. The PEIR found that implementation of the General Plan may result in an increase in
vehicular traffic noise and ambient noise from non-residential projects, such as industrial and commercial
uses. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts were found to be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the EJ
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The EJ
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed EJ Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current noise
standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could
expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Safety
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Safety
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed Safety Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current
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noise standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that
could expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. All future
development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Housing Element Update is
consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase ambient noise or
groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The proposed 2021-2029
Housing Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City’s noise ordinance that would impact current noise standards or limits.
Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could expose persons to
excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would not result in noise impacts (direct or indirect) beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Noise impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne
vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that noise impacts would be less than significant with incorporation of
mitigation measures. The PEIR found that implementation of the General Plan may result in an increase in
vehicular traffic noise and ambient noise from non-residential projects, such as industrial and commercial
uses. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts were found to be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the EJ
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The EJ
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
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ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed EJ Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current noise
standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could
expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Safety
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Safety
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed Safety Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current
noise standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that
could expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. All future
development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Housing Element Update is
consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase ambient noise or
groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The proposed 2021-2029
Housing Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City’s noise ordinance that would impact current noise standards or limits.
Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could expose persons to
excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would not result in noise impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
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Noise impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the
project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that noise impacts would be less than significant with incorporation of
mitigation measures. The PEIR found that implementation of the General Plan may result in an increase in
vehicular traffic noise and ambient noise from non-residential projects, such as industrial and commercial
uses. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts were found to be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the EJ
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The EJ
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed EJ Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current noise
standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could
expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Safety
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Safety
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed Safety Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current
noise standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that
could expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. All future
development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Housing Element Update is
consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase ambient noise or
groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The proposed 2021-2029
Housing Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City’s noise ordinance that would impact current noise standards or limits.
Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could expose persons to
excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would not result in noise impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Noise impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that noise impacts would be less than significant with incorporation of
mitigation measures. The PEIR found that implementation of the General Plan may result in an increase in
vehicular traffic noise and ambient noise from non-residential projects, such as industrial and commercial
uses. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts were found to be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the EJ
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The EJ
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed EJ Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current noise
standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could
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expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Safety
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Safety
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed Safety Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current
noise standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that
could expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. All future
development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Housing Element Update is
consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase ambient noise or
groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The proposed 2021-2029
Housing Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City’s noise ordinance that would impact current noise standards or limits.
Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could expose persons to
excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would not result in noise impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Noise impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that noise impacts would be less than significant with incorporation of
mitigation measures. The PEIR found that implementation of the General Plan may result in an increase in
vehicular traffic noise and ambient noise from non-residential projects, such as industrial and commercial
uses. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts were found to be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the EJ
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The EJ
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed EJ Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current noise
standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could
expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Safety
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Safety
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed Safety Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current
noise standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that
could expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. All future
development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Housing Element Update is
consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase ambient noise or
groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The proposed 2021-2029
Housing Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City’s noise ordinance that would impact current noise standards or limits.
Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could expose persons to
excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would not result in noise impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Noise impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
f. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive
noise levels?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that noise impacts would be less than significant with incorporation of
mitigation measures. The PEIR found that implementation of the General Plan may result in an increase in
vehicular traffic noise and ambient noise from non-residential projects, such as industrial and commercial
uses. With the implementation of mitigation measures, potential impacts were found to be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the EJ
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The EJ
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed EJ Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current noise
standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could
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expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are
considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required to
comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element
would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects from noise. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Safety
Element. All future development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Safety
Element Update is consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase
ambient noise or groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The
proposed Safety Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Noise Element or the City of San Juan Capistrano noise ordinance that would impact current
noise standards or limits. Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that
could expose persons to excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs
are considered and applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Future projects would still be required
to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety
Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to land use and planning. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there
are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the update to the Housing Element. All future
development projects would be subject to applicable City noise standards. The Housing Element Update is
consistent with the development potential of the General Plan and would not increase ambient noise or
groundborne vibration beyond what was anticipated in the General Plan PEIR. The proposed 2021-2029
Housing Element will not by itself result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
established standard. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Noise Element or the City’s noise ordinance that would impact current noise standards or limits.
Potential environmental impacts from development and activities on a site that could expose persons to
excessive noise levels may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered and
applied on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would not result in noise impacts (direct or indirect) associated with noise beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Noise impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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13. POPULATION AND HOUSING.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes
in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause
effects to population and housing other than what was previously
evaluated in the PEIR or IS/MND?
a. Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes and businesses or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with population and housing would
be less than significant and incorporation of mitigation measures was not required.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to population and housing. Implementation of the EJ Element would not induce population
growth or housing development in the City. Furthermore, as the EJ Element is a policy document,
implementation of a program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption
in which potential impacts outside the scope of the EJ Element would be identified and addressed as
necessary. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from
potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals
related to public services are provided below:
Environmental Justice Goal 7: Ensure all residents have access to a diverse mix to affordable
housing options available to households of all sizes, including younger workers, senior citizens,
and families, to reduce overcrowding and cost burden.
Policy 7.1: Prioritize the development of affordable housing for different income levels throughout the City
of San Juan Capistrano and in proximity to community amenities.
Policy 7.2: Study potential adjustments to the City’s current Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance to increase
funding for affordable projects in the City of San Juan Capistrano.
Policy 7.3: Partner with affordable housing developers to secure housing funding from state programs
such as the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities program.
Policy 7.4: Work with community-based organizations and social service agencies focused on
homelessness issues to provide housing and support services for unhoused residents.
Environmental Justice Goal 8: Preserve the sense of community and social cohesion in the
Community of Focus through policies to prevent the displacement of long-term residents.
Policy 8.1: Partner with the Orange County Fair Housing Council and other community-based
organizations to conduct outreach on tenants’ rights and host educational workshops in Spanish and
English for residents of the Community of Focus.
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As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes goals and policies which aim to ensure all residents
have access to a diverse mix to affordable housing options and preserve the sense of community in the City.
These additional policies do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the
environment. This policy would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated
individually. Furthermore, these goals and policies are specifically designed to reduce potential impacts to
public services. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
population beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to population and housing. Implementation of the Safety Element would not induce population
growth or housing development in the City. Furthermore, as the Safety Element is a policy document,
implementation of a program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption
in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Safety Element would be identified and addressed as
necessary.
The City is updating the City’s Safety Element in compliance with the State of California Government Code
Section 65302 and in conformance with the Housing Element Guidelines as established by the California
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). State law requires jurisdictions to update the
Safety Element at the same time as updating the Housing Element, so that safety measures can take into
consideration the anticipated housing growth in a community and create policies and goals to ensure the
safety of current and future residents. As the City is undertaking an update to the City’s Housing Element,
the City’s Safety Element must also be updated to reflect the current and future conditions of the new Housing
Element.
Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to population beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that adoption and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element would
not directly result in population growth. The proposed Housing Element is designed to encourage and
facilitate housing development and preserve and enhance existing housing stock. Furthermore, the
adaptation of new Housing Elements per cycle is required by State law. As such, the IS/MND determined
that the 5th Cycle Housing Element would result in less than significant impacts to population and housing.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, State law (California Government Code Section 65588[a])
requires each jurisdiction to “review its housing element as frequently as appropriate to evaluate all of the
following:
(1) The appropriateness of the housing goals, objectives, and policies in contributing to the attainment of
the state housing goal.
(2) The effectiveness of the housing element in attainment of the community’s housing goals and
objectives.
(3) The progress of the city, county, or city and county in implementation of the housing element.
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(4) The effectiveness of the housing element goals, policies, and related actions to meet the community’s
needs, pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (a) of Section 65583.”1
According to HCD, the three areas of requisite analysis are:
▪

Review the results of the previous housing element’s goals, objectives, and programs. The results
should be quantified where possible but may be qualitative where necessary.

▪

Compare what was projected or planned in the previous housing element to what was achieved.
Determine where the previous housing element met, exceeded, or fell short of what was anticipated.

▪

Based on the above analysis, describe how the goals, objectives, policies, and programs in the
updated housing element are being changed or adjusted to incorporate what has been learned
from the results of the previous housing element.

5th Cycle Housing Production
In the 5th Cycle Housing Element update, the RHNA was 147 very low-income units, 104 low-income units,
120 moderate-income units, and 267 above moderate-income units. As of the 2020 Annual Element Progress
Report, 22 very low-income units, 54 low-income units, 35 moderate-income units, and 578 above moderateincome units have been constructed.
Overall, the City made excellent progress on housing production, particularly in the above-moderate income
category. The City permitted more than double its above-moderate RHNA requirement, illustrating that the
City has promoted housing production. On an aggregate basis, the City has permitted more housing than its
overall RHNA: 638 units allocated with 689 permitted.
The City also has taken a proactive role at facilitating development for lower-income households. The City
provided land and funding for a 75-unit affordable senior housing project (“The Groves”), which accounted
for most of lower-income housing development during the 5th Cycle. The City contributed $4.8 million toward
The Groves.
The City’s inclusionary housing ordinance has also facilitated the creation of units for lower- and moderateincome households. Projects that opted to include lower-income or moderate-income units instead of paying
the inclusionary fee accounted for the other below-market-rate units built over the 5th Cycle. The inclusionary
housing ordinance has created affordable housing both directly and through the use of in-lieu fees. It has not
acted as a constraint on above-moderate income housing production.’
Table 5: 5th Cycle Housing Production
Very Low

Low

Moderate

Above
Moderate

Total

5th Cycle RHNA
Allocation

147

104

120

267

638

Constructed

22

54

35

578

689

Remaining
Requirement

125

50

85

0

260
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Source: San Juan Capistrano 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, 2021

No Net Loss and Adequate Sites
Pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 166, the City must always maintain adequate sites to accommodate the
remaining RHNA requirement. During the 5th Cycle, the City experienced a net loss for lower-income units
after an above-moderate project was entitled for a site counted in the lower-income inventory. In response,
the City identified a parcel with existing high-density zoning in its 2020 Annual Progress Report. This site
was projected to accommodate 240 lower-income units. Other sites from the 5th Cycle with realistic capacity
for a total of 58 units lower and moderate-income units remain undeveloped. Therefore, the City has
maintained adequate capacity throughout the Housing Element for all incomes and is not subject to any
carry-forward requirement.
For the 2021-2029 planning period, the City of San Juan Capistrano’s RHNA is 1,054 housing units. This
means that the City’s Housing Element must be updated to identify “adequate sites” and set forth policies
and programs that will accommodate this estimated growth over the next eight years. Although the City is
required to provide the programs, policies and zoning to incentivize and allow for this growth, as well as
report to the State annually as to its progress, the City is not required to produce, construct or develop these
units itself.
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under
which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more
effects to population and housing. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to population beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to population would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with population and housing would
be less than significant and incorporation of mitigation measures was not required.
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Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to population and housing. Implementation of the EJ Element would not induce population
growth or housing development in the City. Furthermore, as the EJ Element is a policy document,
implementation of a program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption
in which potential impacts outside the scope of the EJ Element would be identified and addressed as
necessary. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from
potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes goals and policies which aim to ensure all residents
have access to a diverse mix to affordable housing options and preserve the sense of community in the City.
These additional policies do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the
environment. This policy would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated
individually. Furthermore, these goals and policies are specifically designed to reduce potential impacts to
public services. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
population beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to population and housing. Implementation of the Safety Element would not induce population
growth or housing development in the City. Furthermore, as the Safety Element is a policy document,
implementation of a program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption
in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Safety Element would be identified and addressed as
necessary.
The City is updating the City’s Safety Element in compliance with the State of California Government Code
Section 65302 and in conformance with the Housing Element Guidelines as established by the California
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). State law requires jurisdictions to update the
Safety Element at the same time as updating the Housing Element, so that safety measures can take into
consideration the anticipated housing growth in a community and create policies and goals to ensure the
safety of current and future residents. As the City is undertaking an update to the City’s Housing Element,
the City’s Safety Element must also be updated to reflect the current and future conditions of the new Housing
Element.
Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to population beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that adoption and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element would
not directly result in population growth. The proposed Housing Element is designed to encourage and
facilitate housing development and preserve and enhance existing housing stock. Furthermore, the
adaptation of new Housing Elements per cycle is required by State law. As such, the IS/MND determined
that the 5th Cycle Housing Element would result in less than significant impacts to population and housing.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
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As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, State law (California Government Code Section 65588[a])
requires each jurisdiction to “review its housing element as frequently as appropriate to evaluate all of the
following:
(1) The appropriateness of the housing goals, objectives, and policies in contributing to the attainment of
the state housing goal.
(2) The effectiveness of the housing element in attainment of the community’s housing goals and
objectives.
(3) The progress of the city, county, or city and county in implementation of the housing element.
(4) The effectiveness of the housing element goals, policies, and related actions to meet the community’s
needs, pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (a) of Section 65583.”1
According to HCD, the three areas of requisite analysis are:
▪

Review the results of the previous housing element’s goals, objectives, and programs. The results
should be quantified where possible but may be qualitative where necessary.

▪

Compare what was projected or planned in the previous housing element to what was achieved.
Determine where the previous housing element met, exceeded, or fell short of what was anticipated.

▪

Based on the above analysis, describe how the goals, objectives, policies, and programs in the
updated housing element are being changed or adjusted to incorporate what has been learned
from the results of the previous housing element.

5th Cycle Housing Production
In the 5th Cycle Housing Element update, the RHNA was 147 very low-income units, 104 low-income units,
120 moderate-income units, and 267 above moderate-income units. As of the 2020 Annual Element Progress
Report, 22 very low-income units, 54 low-income units, 35 moderate-income units, and 578 above moderateincome units have been constructed.
Overall, the City made excellent progress on housing production, particularly in the above-moderate income
category. The City permitted more than double its above-moderate RHNA requirement, illustrating that the
City has promoted housing production. On an aggregate basis, the City has permitted more housing than its
overall RHNA: 638 units allocated with 689 permitted.
The City also has taken a proactive role at facilitating development for lower-income households. The City
provided land and funding for a 75-unit affordable senior housing project (“The Groves”), which accounted
for most of lower-income housing development during the 5th Cycle. The City contributed $4.8 million toward
The Groves.
The City’s inclusionary housing ordinance has also facilitated the creation of units for lower- and moderateincome households. Projects that opted to include lower-income or moderate-income units instead of paying
the inclusionary fee accounted for the other below-market-rate units built over the 5th Cycle. The inclusionary
housing ordinance has created affordable housing both directly and through the use of in-lieu fees. It has not
acted as a constraint on above-moderate income housing production.’ Refer to Table 5.
No Net Loss and Adequate Sites
Pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 166, the City must always maintain adequate sites to accommodate the
remaining RHNA requirement. During the 5th Cycle, the City experienced a net loss for lower-income units
after an above-moderate project was entitled for a site counted in the lower-income inventory. In response,
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the City identified a parcel with existing high-density zoning in its 2020 Annual Progress Report. This site
was projected to accommodate 240 lower-income units. Other sites from the 5th Cycle with realistic capacity
for a total of 58 units lower and moderate-income units remain undeveloped. Therefore, the City has
maintained adequate capacity throughout the Housing Element for all incomes and is not subject to any
carry-forward requirement.
For the 2021-2029 planning period, the City of San Juan Capistrano’s RHNA is 1,054 housing units. This
means that the City’s Housing Element must be updated to identify “adequate sites” and set forth policies
and programs that will accommodate this estimated growth over the next eight years. Although the City is
required to provide the programs, policies and zoning to incentivize and allow for this growth, as well as
report to the State annually as to its progress, the City is not required to produce, construct or develop these
units itself.
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under
which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more
effects to population and housing. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to housing beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to housing would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction
of replacement housing elsewhere?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
Analysis in the General Plan PEIR determined that impacts associated with population and housing would
be less than significant and incorporation of mitigation measures was not required.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to population and housing. Implementation of the EJ Element would not induce population
growth or housing development in the City. Furthermore, as the EJ Element is a policy document,
implementation of a program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption
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in which potential impacts outside the scope of the EJ Element would be identified and addressed as
necessary. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from
potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes goals and policies which aim to ensure all residents
have access to a diverse mix to affordable housing options and preserve the sense of community in the City.
These additional policies do not specifically outline measures that would have a direct impact on the
environment. This policy would not result in significant impacts because future projects would be evaluated
individually. Furthermore, these goals and policies are specifically designed to reduce potential impacts to
public services. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
population beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to population and housing. Implementation of the Safety Element would not induce population
growth or housing development in the City. Furthermore, as the Safety Element is a policy document,
implementation of a program would require further review and analysis by the City prior to program adoption
in which potential impacts outside the scope of the Safety Element would be identified and addressed as
necessary.
The City is updating the City’s Safety Element in compliance with the State of California Government Code
Section 65302 and in conformance with the Housing Element Guidelines as established by the California
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). State law requires jurisdictions to update the
Safety Element at the same time as updating the Housing Element, so that safety measures can take into
consideration the anticipated housing growth in a community and create policies and goals to ensure the
safety of current and future residents. As the City is undertaking an update to the City’s Housing Element,
the City’s Safety Element must also be updated to reflect the current and future conditions of the new Housing
Element.
Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to population beyond
those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that adoption and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element would
not directly result in population growth. The proposed Housing Element is designed to encourage and
facilitate housing development and preserve and enhance existing housing stock. Furthermore, the
adaptation of new Housing Elements per cycle is required by State law. As such, the IS/MND determined
that the 5th Cycle Housing Element would result in less than significant impacts to population and housing.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, State law (California Government Code Section 65588[a])
requires each jurisdiction to “review its housing element as frequently as appropriate to evaluate all of the
following:
(1) The appropriateness of the housing goals, objectives, and policies in contributing to the attainment of
the state housing goal.
(2) The effectiveness of the housing element in attainment of the community’s housing goals and
objectives.
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(3) The progress of the city, county, or city and county in implementation of the housing element.
(4) The effectiveness of the housing element goals, policies, and related actions to meet the community’s
needs, pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (a) of Section 65583.”1
According to HCD, the three areas of requisite analysis are:
▪

Review the results of the previous housing element’s goals, objectives, and programs. The results
should be quantified where possible but may be qualitative where necessary.

▪

Compare what was projected or planned in the previous housing element to what was achieved.
Determine where the previous housing element met, exceeded, or fell short of what was anticipated.

▪

Based on the above analysis, describe how the goals, objectives, policies, and programs in the
updated housing element are being changed or adjusted to incorporate what has been learned
from the results of the previous housing element.

5th Cycle Housing Production
In the 5th Cycle Housing Element update, the RHNA was 147 very low-income units, 104 low-income units,
120 moderate-income units, and 267 above moderate-income units. As of the 2020 Annual Element Progress
Report, 22 very low-income units, 54 low-income units, 35 moderate-income units, and 578 above moderateincome units have been constructed.
Overall, the City made excellent progress on housing production, particularly in the above-moderate income
category. The City permitted more than double its above-moderate RHNA requirement, illustrating that the
City has promoted housing production. On an aggregate basis, the City has permitted more housing than its
overall RHNA: 638 units allocated with 689 permitted.
The City also has taken a proactive role at facilitating development for lower-income households. The City
provided land and funding for a 75-unit affordable senior housing project (“The Groves”), which accounted
for most of lower-income housing development during the 5th Cycle. The City contributed $4.8 million toward
The Groves.
The City’s inclusionary housing ordinance has also facilitated the creation of units for lower- and moderateincome households. Projects that opted to include lower-income or moderate-income units instead of paying
the inclusionary fee accounted for the other below-market-rate units built over the 5th Cycle. The inclusionary
housing ordinance has created affordable housing both directly and through the use of in-lieu fees. It has not
acted as a constraint on above-moderate income housing production.’ Refer to Table 5.
No Net Loss and Adequate Sites
Pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 166, the City must always maintain adequate sites to accommodate the
remaining RHNA requirement. During the 5th Cycle, the City experienced a net loss for lower-income units
after an above-moderate project was entitled for a site counted in the lower-income inventory. In response,
the City identified a parcel with existing high-density zoning in its 2020 Annual Progress Report. This site
was projected to accommodate 240 lower-income units. Other sites from the 5th Cycle with realistic capacity
for a total of 58 units lower and moderate-income units remain undeveloped. Therefore, the City has
maintained adequate capacity throughout the Housing Element for all incomes and is not subject to any
carry-forward requirement.
For the 2021-2029 planning period, the City of San Juan Capistrano’s RHNA is 1,054 housing units. This
means that the City’s Housing Element must be updated to identify “adequate sites” and set forth policies
and programs that will accommodate this estimated growth over the next eight years. Although the City is

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-189-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

required to provide the programs, policies and zoning to incentivize and allow for this growth, as well as
report to the State annually as to its progress, the City is not required to produce, construct or develop these
units itself.
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under
which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more
effects to population and housing. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result
in impacts (direct or indirect) to housing beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to housing would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
14. PUBLIC SERVICES.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes
in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause
effects to public services other than what was previously evaluated in the
PEIR or IS/MND?
a. Fire protection?

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to public services (fire, police, and other public services)
would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-
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specific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities.
The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short
and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public
services are provided below:
Environmental Justice Goal 3: Equitably distribute and maintain public infrastructure, facilities,
and services.
Policy 3.1: Engage with the community and partner with community-based organizations to plan and
implement public facility improvements.
Policy 3.2: Ensure public services are delivered to the Community of Focus in an efficient and equitable
manner.
Policy 3.3: Maintain and improve existing facilities and infrastructure, prioritizing those located within the
Community of Focus.
Policy 3.4: When siting new public facilities requested by the community which are not within the
Community of Focus, locate new facilities in the Community of Focus or as close to the Community of
Focus as possible.
Policy 3.5: Study potential remedies to address lack of parking for residents of Capistrano Villas, including
potential overnight use of city parking lots next to the City’s Library or in the Los Rios Historic District and
strategies to promote alternative modes of transportation.
Environmental Justice Goal 4: Promote safe and equitable access to public facilities.
Policy 4.1: Replace and install new streetlights, restripe crosswalks and bike lanes, and implement
leading pedestrian intervals at traffic signals with high pedestrian traffic to increase visibility and reduce
collisions between automobiles, pedestrian, and cyclists.
Policy 4.2: Launch a traffic safety education program in partnership with other public agencies such as
Southern California Association of Governments, which has provided free resources through its Go
Human campaign.
Policy 4.3: Enact a complete streets ordinance to ensure all modes of transportation are prioritized during
transportation planning and street design processes.
Policy 4.4: Develop and implement a bicycle master plan to prioritize bicycle-related improvements
throughout the city.
Policy 4.5: Implement traffic-calming measures, such as speedbumps, roundabouts, and narrower lanes
to prevent speeding and increase pedestrian and cyclist safety and comfort.
Policy 4.6: Implement Class IV physically protected bikeways on major streets with Class II bike lanes,
particularly those with more than one lane in each direction and/or speed limits above 30 miles per hour.
Policy 4.7: Promote a pleasant walking and biking environment by planting drought-tolerant plants and
improving stormwater management as part of any street redesign.
Policy 4.8: Collaborate with state and local leaders to reform statewide speed limit laws, including the
85th Percentile Rule, which generally sets a road segment’s speed limit as the speed that 15 percent of
drivers exceed, preventing lower speed limits in the Community of Focus.
Policy 4.9: Collaborate with community leaders to expand the service and route of the summer trolley,
including offering service year-round.
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Environmental Justice Goal 5: Promote safe routes to schools and related facilities.
Policy 5.1: Prioritize improvements around schools, libraries, and childcare facilities.
Policy 5.2: Prioritize areas near schools for crosswalk, bike lane, and traffic-calming improvements.
Policy 5.3: Collaborate with school leaders to initiate a safe routes to school program, a walking school
bus program, and/or similar programs to enhance and promote safer streets near schools.
As provided above, the proposed EJ Element includes goals and policies which aim to equitably distribute
and maintain public infrastructure, facilities, and services as well as promote safe and equitable access to
public and school facilities. These additional policies do not specifically outline measures that would have a
direct impact on the environment. This policy would not result in significant impacts because future projects
would be evaluated individually. Furthermore, these goals and policies are specifically designed to reduce
potential impacts to public services. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with fire protection beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with fire protection beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to public services. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for fire and police protection, schools, and parks. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains
minor modifications that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would
not directly result in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document.
Future projects will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to
public services will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 20212029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with fire protection beyond
those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to fire protection would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
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Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to public services (fire, police, and other public services)
would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes
additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental
impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above
in Response 12a). Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
associated with police protection beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with police protection beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to public services. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for fire and police protection, schools, and parks. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains
minor modifications that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would
not directly result in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document.
Future projects will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-193-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

public services will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 20212029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to police protection beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to police protection would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
c. Schools?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to public services (fire, police, and other public services)
would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes
additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental
impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above
in Response 12a). Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
schools beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to schools beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to public services. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
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project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for fire and police protection, schools, and parks. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains
minor modifications that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would
not directly result in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document.
Future projects will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to
public services will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 20212029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to schools beyond those analyzed in
the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to schools would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
d. Parks?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to public services (fire, police, and other public services)
would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes
additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental
impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above
in Response 12a). Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
parks beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
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required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to parks beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to public services. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for fire and police protection, schools, and parks. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains
minor modifications that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would
not directly result in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document.
Future projects will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to
public services will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 20212029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to parks beyond those analyzed in the
IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to parks would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
e. Other facilities

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to public services (fire, police, and other public services)
would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes
additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental
impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above
in Response 12a). Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
other facilities beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to other facilities beyond those analyzed in the
General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in no impacts to public services. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no changes in the
project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for fire and police protection, schools, and parks. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains
minor modifications that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would
not directly result in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document.
Future projects will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to
public services will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 20212029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to other facilities beyond those analyzed
in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to other facilities would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.

17. RECREATION

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
recreation other than what was previously evaluated in the PEIR or
IS/MND?
a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilities, such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
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The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to recreation would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes
additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental
impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above
in Response 12a). Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
parks and recreational facilities beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to parks and recreational facilities beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for recreation. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications that would
encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result in new
housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to public services will be
considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Any future housing development will be required to
pay development impact fees in accordance with this existing regulation; thus deterioration of existing parks
and recreation facilities will be less than significant as a result of future housing development because parks
and recreation facilities will be incrementally expanded to meet future residential demand. Additionally, no
land use changes or infrastructure projects are proposed and no changes to parkland are proposed.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
recreation beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-198-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

Finding
Impacts to recreation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.
b. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction
or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an adverse
physical effect on the environment?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to recreation would be less than significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes
additional goals and policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental
impacts to disadvantaged communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above
in Response 12a). Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures
outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
parks and recreational facilities beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to public services,
utilities, and energy may be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a sitespecific or project-specific basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the
impacts associated with the construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be
required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the
Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to parks and recreational facilities beyond those
analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for recreation. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications that would
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encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result in new
housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects will be
assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to public services will be
considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Any future housing development will be required to
pay development impact fees in accordance with this existing regulation; thus deterioration of existing parks
and recreation facilities will be less than significant as a result of future housing development because parks
and recreation facilities will be incrementally expanded to meet future residential demand. Additionally, no
land use changes or infrastructure projects are proposed and no changes to parkland are proposed.
Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to
recreation beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to recreation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or IS/MND.

18. TRANSPORTATION

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the PEIR was certified, are there any changes in the project,
changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to
transportation/traffic other than what was previously evaluated in the
General Plan PEIR
a.

Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing
measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation
system, taking into account all modes of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travel, and relevant components of the
circulation system, including but not limited to intersections, streets,
highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass
transit?

General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to transportation and traffic would be less than significant
with incorporation of mitigation measures. Analysis in the PEIR found that implementation of the General
Plan would result in significant impacts to roadways and intersections throughout the planning area.
Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the implementation of a capital improvement program for the phasing
and construction of the recommendations contained in Table 5.13-5 of the PEIR. Implementation of mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed EJ Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in separate sitespecific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined
in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated
with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
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Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed Safety Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in
separate site-specific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation
measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to traffic and transportation.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the Housing Element Update. The traffic impacts
of any future development will be addressed in separate site-specific studies. On an individual development
basis, traffic assessments will be required for all future residential development during the City’s standard
environmental review process to determine project specific traffic generation, traffic distribution, modal splits,
impacted intersections and roadways, project-specific fair-share improvement fees, and applicable regional
transportation fees. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) to transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to traffic and transportation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
b. Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including,
but not limited to level of service standards and travel demand
measures, or other standards established by the county
congestion/management agency for designated roads or highways?

Yes

No

General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to transportation and traffic would be less than significant
with incorporation of mitigation measures. Analysis in the PEIR found that implementation of the General
Plan would result in significant impacts to roadways and intersections throughout the planning area.
Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the implementation of a capital improvement program for the phasing
and construction of the recommendations contained in Table 5.13-5 of the PEIR. Implementation of mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
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proposed EJ Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in separate sitespecific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined
in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated
with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed Safety Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in
separate site-specific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation
measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to traffic and transportation.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the Housing Element Update. The traffic impacts
of any future development will be addressed in separate site-specific studies. On an individual development
basis, traffic assessments will be required for all future residential development during the City’s standard
environmental review process to determine project specific traffic generation, traffic distribution, modal splits,
impacted intersections and roadways, project-specific fair-share improvement fees, and applicable regional
transportation fees. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) to transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to traffic and transportation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
c. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in
traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety
risks?

Yes

No

General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to transportation and traffic would be less than significant
with incorporation of mitigation measures. Analysis in the PEIR found that implementation of the General
Plan would result in significant impacts to roadways and intersections throughout the planning area.
Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the implementation of a capital improvement program for the phasing
and construction of the recommendations contained in Table 5.13-5 of the PEIR. Implementation of mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
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Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed EJ Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in separate sitespecific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined
in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated
with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed Safety Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in
separate site-specific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation
measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to traffic and transportation.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the Housing Element Update. The traffic impacts
of any future development will be addressed in separate site-specific studies. On an individual development
basis, traffic assessments will be required for all future residential development during the City’s standard
environmental review process to determine project specific traffic generation, traffic distribution, modal splits,
impacted intersections and roadways, project-specific fair-share improvement fees, and applicable regional
transportation fees. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) to transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to traffic and transportation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
d. Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

Yes

No

General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to transportation and traffic would be less than significant
with incorporation of mitigation measures. Analysis in the PEIR found that implementation of the General
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Plan would result in significant impacts to roadways and intersections throughout the planning area.
Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the implementation of a capital improvement program for the phasing
and construction of the recommendations contained in Table 5.13-5 of the PEIR. Implementation of mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed EJ Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in separate sitespecific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined
in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated
with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed Safety Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in
separate site-specific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation
measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to traffic and transportation.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the Housing Element Update. The traffic impacts
of any future development will be addressed in separate site-specific studies. On an individual development
basis, traffic assessments will be required for all future residential development during the City’s standard
environmental review process to determine project specific traffic generation, traffic distribution, modal splits,
impacted intersections and roadways, project-specific fair-share improvement fees, and applicable regional
transportation fees. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) to transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to traffic and transportation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
e. Result in inadequate emergency access?

Yes

No
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General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to transportation and traffic would be less than significant
with incorporation of mitigation measures. Analysis in the PEIR found that implementation of the General
Plan would result in significant impacts to roadways and intersections throughout the planning area.
Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the implementation of a capital improvement program for the phasing
and construction of the recommendations contained in Table 5.13-5 of the PEIR. Implementation of mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed EJ Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in separate sitespecific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined
in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated
with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed Safety Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in
separate site-specific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation
measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to traffic and transportation.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the Housing Element Update. The traffic impacts
of any future development will be addressed in separate site-specific studies. On an individual development
basis, traffic assessments will be required for all future residential development during the City’s standard
environmental review process to determine project specific traffic generation, traffic distribution, modal splits,
impacted intersections and roadways, project-specific fair-share improvement fees, and applicable regional
transportation fees. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) to transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to traffic and transportation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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f. Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the
performance or safety of such facilities?

Yes

No

General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to transportation and traffic would be less than significant
with incorporation of mitigation measures. Analysis in the PEIR found that implementation of the General
Plan would result in significant impacts to roadways and intersections throughout the planning area.
Mitigation includes, but not limited to, the implementation of a capital improvement program for the phasing
and construction of the recommendations contained in Table 5.13-5 of the PEIR. Implementation of mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed EJ Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the General
Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in separate sitespecific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined
in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated
with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to traffic and transportation. There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the
proposed Safety Element. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Circulation Element. The traffic impacts of any future development will be addressed in
separate site-specific studies. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation
measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) associated with transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to recreation. Since the IS/MND was adopted, there are no
changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to traffic and transportation.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
There are no physical improvements proposed as part of the Housing Element Update. The traffic impacts
of any future development will be addressed in separate site-specific studies. On an individual development
basis, traffic assessments will be required for all future residential development during the City’s standard
environmental review process to determine project specific traffic generation, traffic distribution, modal splits,
impacted intersections and roadways, project-specific fair-share improvement fees, and applicable regional
transportation fees. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029 Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct
or indirect) to transportation and traffic beyond those analyzed in the IS/MND.
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Finding
Impacts to traffic and transportation would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.

19. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the
project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that
cause effects to utilities and service systems other than what was
previously evaluated in the PEIR or IS/MND?
a. Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional
Water Quality Control Board?
Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure is not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to utilities and service systems beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
b. Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental effects?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
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Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure is not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
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that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to utilities and service systems beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
c. Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental effects?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to utilities and service systems beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
d. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing
entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements
needed?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
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Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
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that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to public services beyond those analyzed in
the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
e. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve
the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
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2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to utilities and service systems beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
f.

Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate
the project’s solid waste disposal needs?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
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Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
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that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to utilities and service systems beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
g. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to
solid waste?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
General Plan PEIR
The General Plan PEIR determined that impacts to utilities and service systems would be less than
significant.
Proposed Environmental Justice Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. The proposed EJ Element includes additional goals and
policies to better protect the City from potential short and long-term environmental impacts to disadvantaged
communities. The policies and goals related to public services are provided above in Response 12a). Future
projects would still be required to comply with applicable mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore,
adoption of the EJ Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service
systems beyond those analyzed in the General Plan PEIR.
Proposed Safety Element
Since the General Plan PEIR was certified, there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or
more effects to public services. The project proposes no changes to the current policies or standards of the
General Plan’s Public Services and Utilities Element. Potential environmental impacts to water services may
be realized or determined when the policies or programs are considered on a site-specific or project-specific
basis. Mitigation measures identified in other sections of the PEIR address the impacts associated with the
construction and operation of public facilities. Future projects would still be required to comply with applicable
mitigation measures outlined in the PEIR. Therefore, adoption of the Safety Element would not result in
impacts (direct or indirect) associated with utilities and service systems beyond those analyzed in the General
Plan PEIR.
2014-2021 Housing Element (5th Cycle)
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Analysis in the IS/MND determined that the adaptation and implementation of the 5th Cycle Housing Element
would result in less than significant impacts to utilities and service systems. Since the IS/MND was adopted,
there are no changes in the project or changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects from noise.
2021-2029 Housing Element (6th Cycle)
As stated in the 2021-2029 Housing Element, full urban level infrastructure services are available throughout
the City and to most of the sites in the inventory. Such services are (or will be) in place prior to development
and adequate for the potential unit yield on each site. Specifically, water and sewer service are available to
all parcels within the City, including each site in this inventory, and the City has the water and sewer capacity
to service the number of units necessary to meet, and substantially exceed, the regional share goals. Dry
utilities are also available throughout the City and on each RHNA site.
The Oso Ranch site will require extension of utilities to service development of the site. The City has sewer
and water mains located close to the parcel, and development on the site may need to add short extensions
or laterals for residential development. While full infrastructure does not currently serve the site, this lack of
infrastructure not expected to be a constraint on the development of the RHNA units, as adequate capacity
is located close by and can be extended in a cost-effective and efficient manner for future residential
construction. Additionally, the City is working with a homebuilder, which has reviewed the available
infrastructure and is developing multiple options for site development, including the necessary infrastructure
extensions, including extension of Oso Road and a bridge over Oso Creek.
Residential development constructed pursuant to Housing Element policy will incrementally increase the
need for utilities and service systems. Although the 2021-2029 Housing Element contains minor modifications
that would encourage new housing development, adoption of the Housing Element would not directly result
in new housing or induce population as the Housing Element serves as a policy document. Future projects
will be assessed at the time of specific project review. Potential environmental impacts to utilities and service
systems will be considered on a site-specific or project-specific basis. Therefore, adoption of the 2021-2029
Housing Element would not result in impacts (direct or indirect) to utilities and service systems beyond those
analyzed in the IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts to utilities and service systems would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR or
IS/MND.
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20. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the previous PEIR or IS/MND was adopted, are there any changes in
the
project, changes in circumstances under which the project is
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that result
in any mandatory finding of significance listed below?
a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to decrease below self- sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or
eliminate important examples of major periods of California history or
prehistory?
Impact Discussion
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Housing for the above moderate-income group can substantially be accommodated by approved and in
process projects. The combination of The Farm, Distrito La Novia, and San Juan Meadows totals 375 units.
Additionally, residential land on the Oso Ranch site also provides opportunity for above moderate-income
housing. The City has additional capacity on sites that were not identified in the inventory. While not
necessary to meet the RHNA, these sites may still provide additional capacity for development at various
densities/incomes.
The project is a policy document that will not have any direct environmental impacts. All residential
development facilitated by Housing Element policy will occur pursuant to adopted General Plan land use
policy and other General Plan policies intended to minimize environmental impacts. The City hereby finds
that impacts related to degradation of the environment will be less than significant. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element and Safety and EJ Elements would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
beyond those analyzed in the PEIR and IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR and IS/MND.
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b. Does the project have the potential to achieve short-term, to the
disadvantage of long-term, environmental goals?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Housing for the above moderate-income group can substantially be accommodated by approved and in
process projects. The combination of The Farm, Distrito La Novia, and San Juan Meadows totals 375 units.
Additionally, residential land on the Oso Ranch site also provides opportunity for above moderate-income
housing. The City has additional capacity on sites that were not identified in the inventory. While not
necessary to meet the RHNA, these sites may still provide additional capacity for development at various
densities/incomes.
The project is a policy document that will not have any direct environmental impacts. All residential
development facilitated by Housing Element policy will occur pursuant to adopted General Plan land use
policy and other General Plan policies intended to minimize environmental impacts. The City hereby finds
that impacts related to degradation of the environment will be less than significant. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element and Safety and EJ Elements would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
beyond those analyzed in the PEIR and IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR and IS/MND.
c. Does the project have impacts which are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable (Cumulatively considerable means the
project’s incremental effects are considerable when compared to the
past, present, and future effects of other projects)?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
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Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Housing for the above moderate-income group can substantially be accommodated by approved and in
process projects. The combination of The Farm, Distrito La Novia, and San Juan Meadows totals 375 units.
Additionally, residential land on the Oso Ranch site also provides opportunity for above moderate-income
housing. The City has additional capacity on sites that were not identified in the inventory. While not
necessary to meet the RHNA, these sites may still provide additional capacity for development at various
densities/incomes.
The project is a policy document that will not have any direct environmental impacts. All residential
development facilitated by Housing Element policy will occur pursuant to adopted General Plan land use
policy and other General Plan policies intended to minimize environmental impacts. The City hereby finds
that impacts related to degradation of the environment will be less than significant. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element and Safety and EJ Elements would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
beyond those analyzed in the PEIR and IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR and IS/MND.
d. Does the project have environmental effects which will have substantial
adverse effects on human beings, directly or indirectly?

Yes

No

Impact Discussion
As shown in Table 4, Housing Capacity, the City has adequate capacity to meet its RHNA for the 2021-2029
Housing Element period. The development considered in Table 4 takes into consideration the community
character as well as development constraints (emergency services, infrastructure, environmental, etc.) when
evaluating each site’s development potential. The assumptions are highly conservative, and the numbers
are likely to be accomplished during this Housing Element cycle.
Overall, the City will have adequate capacity to address its RHNA for households at all income levels after
rezoning. To meet the RHNA for lower-income and moderate-income households, the Housing Element Sites
Inventory relies on sites with densities that allow 30 du/ac. The Sites Inventory demonstrates capacity for
536 very low- and low-income units. Therefore, all of the 443 unit lower-income housing need can be met
with the proposed inventory. A total of 223 potential units were identified as suitable for moderate-income
households, exceeding the 220 units needed to meet the RHNA and 20% net loss buffer.
Housing for the above moderate-income group can substantially be accommodated by approved and in
process projects. The combination of The Farm, Distrito La Novia, and San Juan Meadows totals 375 units.
Additionally, residential land on the Oso Ranch site also provides opportunity for above moderate-income
housing. The City has additional capacity on sites that were not identified in the inventory. While not
necessary to meet the RHNA, these sites may still provide additional capacity for development at various
densities/incomes.

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-220-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

The project is a policy document that will not have any direct environmental impacts. All residential
development facilitated by Housing Element policy will occur pursuant to adopted General Plan land use
policy and other General Plan policies intended to minimize environmental impacts. The City hereby finds
that impacts related to degradation of the environment will be less than significant. Therefore, adoption of
the 2021-2029 Housing Element and Safety and EJ Elements would not result in impacts (direct or indirect)
beyond those analyzed in the PEIR and IS/MND.
Finding
Impacts would be consistent with those previously identified in the PEIR and IS/MND.
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: 2014-2021 Housing Element Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
Attachment B: 2014-2021 Housing Element Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Addendum
The certified General Plan EIR is available at https://sanjuancapistrano.org/Departments/DevelopmentServices/Planning-Zoning/General-Plan
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Attachment A:
2014-2021 Housing Element Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Attachment B:
2014-2021 Housing Element Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Addendum

EXHIBIT A

Addendum to General Plan PEIR

-225-

City of San Juan Capistrano, California

