
 
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITIZENS’ BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (CBOC) 
JUNE 24, 2010, 6:00pm 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
      A.  CALL TO ORDER 

 
B.   ROLL CALL 
 

  Chairman John Harper 
  Vice Chair E.J. Constantine 
  Val Dodd 
  Rob Ferguson 
  Angelo Lombardo 
  Scott Looney 
  Kevin Murphy 

 
C.   ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 
D. CONSENT CALENDAR 
  

1. Approval of Citizen’s Bond Oversight Committee Minutes – Regular Meeting of    
January 7, 2010.   

 
2. Approval of Citizen’s Bond Oversight Committee Minutes – Regular Meeting of       

March 18, 2010.     
 
E. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1. Review and Consideration of Measure Y Bond Proceeds July 1, 2009 through    
March 31, 2010 

 
F.   COMMITTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 
 
G.  ADJOURNMENT TO Thursday September 9, 2010, 6:00pm 

 

The City of San Juan Capistrano complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Persons 
with special needs should call Kathleen Springer at (949) 443-6321 at least 48 hours in advance 
to enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. 



 
 

 
 
 

January 7, 2010 
CITIZENS BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

 
      A.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
      Vice Chair E.J. Constantine called the regular meeting of the Citizens Bond 
      Oversight Committee Meeting to order at 6:48pm 

 
B.   ROLL CALL 

 
       BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: E.J. Constantine,  
       Rob Ferguson, Angelo Lombardo, Scott Looney, Kevin Murphy 
 
       COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Chairman John Harper and Val Dodd 
 
       STAFF PRESENT: Joe Tait, City Manager; Omar Sandoval, City Attorney; Steve Apple,  
       Community Development Director; Cindy Russell, Assistant City Manager 

   
 

C.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
• Kim Lefner, City resident, expressed concern that an additional commercial 

equestrian stable is in violation of the bond covenants. Urged CBOC to adopt a 
finding that the Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA) does not conform to the bond 
measure. 

• Helen Welch, 12 year City resident, expressed concern that the commercial aspects 
of the venture are clearly prohibited by the bond measure. She also stated that she 
supports open space but she does not support the process being used to acquire the 
property. 

 
D.   CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
      1. APPROVAL OF CITIZENS’ BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES –  
          REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 10, 2009  
 
       Committee Action: Motion was made by Committee Member Ferguson, seconded by 
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       Committee Member Murphy, and carried 5-0-2, to approve minutes as submitted.  
       ABSENT: Harper and Dodd 

 
E.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
      1. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR USE OF MEASURE Y BOND 
          PROCEEDS: Staff report presented by Cindy Russell, Assistant City Manager,  
          regarding proposed projects for use of Measure Y Bond proceeds.  Continuation of 
          discussion which began at the December 10, 2009 meeting. The three (3) projects 
          include: Northwest Open Space Park – Phase I, Habitat Restoration Grant Matching  
          Funds, and Acquisition of the 132 acre RMV Riding Park and adjacent property. The  
          staff reports and support information was provided to the Committee Members 
          following the December 10th meeting. Committee Members were also able to tour the  
          Rancho Mission Viejo property.  
 
          Public Comments: 

• Shari Grady Merkle, City resident, horse owner, show park mom, private 
banker and business manager. Speaking to express her support for the 
acquisition as both a business owner and resident of San Juan. Believes 
Rancho Mission Viejo is a very viable long-term investment for the community. 
Submitted plans of the infrastructure that went into building the Oaks/RMV 
Riding Park from an equestrian perspective and how valuable and special it is 
to the equestrian world. It is an established equestrian show venue that is 
known throughout the world. The cash flow that can be generated from that 
facility is a potential for the City. It will also expand the trail system which is a 
benefit to the entire community.  It draws visitors to San Juan with meaningful 
disposable income. She has received many phone calls at the Oaks from 
equestrians around the United States inquiring about purchasing a second 
home in San Juan for the show season. She sees only positives for the City 
and its residents. 
 

• Jim Reardon, City resident, urged the Committee to keep in mind that although 
the desirability of the facility is great, the purpose of the Committee is to 
determine if the acquisition represents the intent of the voters who were 
seeking open space and if the acquisitions conforms to the ballot language. 
Does the Rancho Mission Viejo Purchase Sale Agreement conform to the 
intent of the voters? Urged the Committee to vote against the project if the 
word “commercial” means commercial in plain language. 
 

• Jerry Harris, City resident, served on the Equestrian Commission, the 
Architectural Board, and the City Council. San Juan is a very special City 
because the citizens get involved. This Committee and this time is a 
crossroads moment. Commends and applauds the City for what they are doing 
in the acquisition of the Rancho Mission Viejo Property. 



• Brad Gates, City resident, read a statement regarding the merits of the Rancho 
Mission Viejo Property. Outlined the steps that have occurred to date including 
the Open Space Committee recommending the purchase of the RMV property 
after much scrutiny, the City Council approving the purchase, the Planning 
Commission approving the general plan, notice of exemption and zoning 
ordinance. He continued the timeline of the approving measures and entities, 
including the Open Space Committee, Planning Commission, City Council and 
LAFCO. The acquisition clearly meets the requirements stated in the Measure 
Y bond. To clarify the use of the word commercial, it is important to look at the 
bond and PSA language which states “to acquire and improve land, to protect 
and preserve open space, natural areas, creeks and streams, historic areas, 
undeveloped hillsides, and natural ridges from potential residential and 
commercial development and to provide additional recreational amenities such 
as bike and walking trails, equestrian facilities, parks and sports fields.” The 
RMV Riding Park clearly meets these requirements. Urged Committee to 
recommend Rancho Mission Viejo to the City Council. 
 

• Kim Lefner, City resident, pointed out to the Committee that the Rancho 
Mission Viejo acquisition provides for the ability to add another commercial 
equestrian facility. The commercial equestrian facility in the PSA is a separate 
issue and is the source of her concern. 
 

• Ann Forster, City resident, believes the purchase of this property is an asset to 
our community. Equestrian facilities draw people, both residents and non-
residents, to the City. Equestrian facilities and horse community individuals are 
assets to this community. 
 

• Jim Reardon, City resident, more than 70% of the citizens voted for the bonds, 
but wants to assure the Committee that more than 70% of the people in this 
City are not equestrians. The opposition is about what the intent was. This is 
about the commercial operations on the property that are in violation. These 
commercial operations represent an additional commercial complication to the 
deal. 

 
Purchase and Sale Agreement Sub-Committee: 

• Angelo Lombardo, commented that the subcommittee started by identifying 
that their job is to determine if the Rancho Mission Viejo project conforms with 
the bond measure. Whatever is currently occurring on the property and what 
will occur with the property in the future is for the City Council to determine. 

 
• E.J. Constantine, commented about how this is all about the future of the 

Community. This is about the spirit of the measure. We are not decision 
makers. We are here to provide guidance and recommendation to the City 
Council so that the citizenry can be assured that there is due process. 



 
• Kevin Murphy, believes that this will be a great purchase for the City however, 

is concerned about the commercial language of the PSA. Current lease 
expires in 2011 and is concerned any lawyer could argue for a very large 
equestrian facility. Would like the City Council to define the word 
“commercial.” 

 
• Angelo Lombardo, clarifying that subcommittee stated that the full text of the 

measure governs and the Rancho Mission Viejo project does conform. The 
proposal matches up against the full text and will recommend to the Council to 
move forward. 

 
• Scott Looney, commercial development is a completely different animal than a 

commercial use. Especially a commercial use that supports the purpose of the 
bond expenditures. We are getting hung up on the term “commercial.” The 
commercial stable reference in the PSA is an exclusion from the deed 
restrictions on use put on by the seller. If there were no restrictions in the 
PSA, the bond would govern. 

   
          Committee Action: Motion was made by Committee Member Ferguson, seconded by  
          Committee Member Lombardo, and carried 4-1 to recommend to City Council to proceed  
          With the acquisition of Rancho Mission Viejo with a clarification to Council that there is 
          Concern regarding the commercial issue. 
 
         AYES: Constantine, Ferguson, Lombardo, Looney 
         NAYS: Murphy 
 
 

F.  COMMITTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 
 
     Committee Action: Motion was made by Committee Member Ferguson, seconded by 
     Committee Member Murphy, and carried unanimously 5-0 to continue Projects #1,  
     Northwest Open Space Park – Phase I, and #2, Habitat Restoration Grant Matching  
     Funds, to the next meeting scheduled for Thursday March 11, 2010. 
 
     Cindy Russell will arrange for tours of both project sites for the Committee Members.  
     

 
      G.  ADJOURNMENT  

      Vice Chairman Constantine adjourned the meeting to Thursday March 11, 2010, at 6:00 pm. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

March 18, 2010 
CITIZENS BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

 
      A.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
      Vice Chair E.J. Constantine called the regular meeting of the Citizens Bond 
      Oversight Committee Meeting to order at 6:48pm 

 
B.   ROLL CALL 

 
       BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman John Harper,  
       Val Dodd, Rob Ferguson, Angelo Lombardo, Scott Looney 
 
       COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Vice Chair E.J. Constantine, Kevin Murphy 
 
       STAFF PRESENT: Cindy Russell, Assistant City Manager/Committee Secretary; Lori  
       Fuentes, Administrative Coordinator 

   
C.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
NONE 

 
E.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
      1. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR USE OF MEASURE Y BOND 
          PROCEEDS: Staff report presented by Cindy Russell, Assistant City Manager,  
          regarding proposed projects for use of Measure Y Bond proceeds.  Continuation of 
          discussion which began at the January 7, 2010 meeting. The three (3) projects 
          include: Northwest Open Space Park – Phase I, Habitat Restoration Grant Matching  
          Funds, and Habitat Acquisition Grant Matching Funds – Saddleback Valley Christian 

    School Property. Committee Members were able to tour the sites listed. 
           
 
         Public Comments: NONE   

               Committee Action: Motion was made by Committee Member Ferguson, seconded by  
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          Committee Member Lombardo, and carried 5-0 to recommend to City Council to approve 
          the Northwest Open Space Phase I Habitat Restoration Grant Matching Funds. 
 
         AYES: Constantine, Ferguson, Lombardo, Looney 
         NAYS: Murphy 
 
 

F.  COMMITTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 
 
      

 
 
      G.  ADJOURNMENT  

      Chairman Harper adjourned the meeting to Thursday June 24, 2010 at 6:00pm. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

March 18, 2010 
CITIZENS BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

 
      A.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
      Vice Chair E.J. Constantine called the regular meeting of the Citizens Bond 
      Oversight Committee Meeting to order at 6:48pm 

 
B.   ROLL CALL 

 
       BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman John Harper,  
       Val Dodd, Rob Ferguson, Angelo Lombardo, Scott Looney 
 
       COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Vice Chair E.J. Constantine, Kevin Murphy 
 
       STAFF PRESENT: Cindy Russell, Assistant City Manager/Committee Secretary; Lori  
       Fuentes, Administrative Coordinator 

   
C.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
NONE 

 
E.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
      1. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR USE OF MEASURE Y BOND 
          PROCEEDS: Staff report presented by Cindy Russell, Assistant City Manager,  
          regarding proposed projects for use of Measure Y Bond proceeds.  Continuation of 
          discussion which began at the January 7, 2010 meeting. The three (3) projects 
          include: Northwest Open Space Park – Phase I, Habitat Restoration Grant Matching  
          Funds, and Habitat Acquisition Grant Matching Funds – Saddleback Valley Christian 

    School Property. Committee Members were able to tour the sites listed. 
           
 
         Public Comments: NONE   

               Committee Action: Motion was made by Committee Member Ferguson, seconded by  
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          Committee Member Lombardo, and carried 5-0 to recommend to City Council to approve 
          the Northwest Open Space Phase I Habitat Restoration Grant Matching Funds. 
 
         AYES: Constantine, Ferguson, Lombardo, Looney 
         NAYS: Murphy 
 
 

F.  COMMITTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 
 
      

 
 
      G.  ADJOURNMENT  

      Chairman Harper adjourned the meeting to Thursday June 24, 2010 at 6:00pm. 
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