
San Juan Capistrano 

Environmental  
Calendar 



Throughout the year, the City of San Juan 
Capistrano sponsors Kid Friendly 
environmental events and participates in 
other events to promote environmental 
responsibility. Some of the events that San 
Juan Capistrano hosts are: Earth Day, E-
Waste Events, Light Bulb Exchange Events, 

and the Annual Creek Cleanup. In addition to hosting events we also Take 
Part in the Children’s Watershed Conference, hosted by Dana Point Ocean 
Institute, and the Annual Children’s Water Festival. 
 

The City of San Juan Capistrano also leads the way in recycling with our 
plastic bag recycling program, horseshoe recycling program. sharps 
disposal program, and the fluorescent bulb 
recycling program. 
 

 
We would like to thank Goodwill of Orange 
County, SDG&E, San Juan Pharmacy, and 
Mercury Disposal Systems for being our 
partners in these events and programs. 

Earth Day Event 
April 22, 2010 

Creek Cleanup Event 
September 25, 2010 



Never Dispose of Batteries, Fluorescent 
Bulbs or Sharps in the Trash!  

Curbside Refuse and Recycling 
Collection 

CR&R provides wheeled containers for general 
refuse (black cans), recyclables (blue or brown 
cans), and green waste (green cans). The curbside 
containers come in 35, 60, and 90 gallon sizes.  

 
Most green and wood waste can be placed in your green waste 
container. The exceptions are pet waste, palm branches, diseased 
plants, and sod/dirt. Please remove items from plastic and paper bags 
before placing in the bin. Bags should be discarded or recycled in their 
appropriate place. 
 
Items which can be placed in your recycling container include most 
empty and clean plastic, glass, and metal containers and paper 
products. Do not place soiled paper, waxed paper, or waxed milk 
cartons in the recycling container. For a complete list of items that can 
be placed in the recycling container, please visit CR&R’s website at 
www.crrwasteservices.com. 
 
On day of service, containers should be placed at the curbside by no 
later than 6:30AM and removed 12 hours later. Please place containers 
side-by-side at least 1 foot apart and 3 feet from any obstructions. 
Containers must be placed with handles and wheels facing away from 
the street. 

Construction and 
Demolition Debris 

During remodeling or 
construction, a large amount 
of waste is produced. Some of 
these materials, such as 
lumber and concrete can be recycled into 
new products. 
 
The City has an ordinance that requires that 
at least 50% of C&D waste be recycled to 
receive a refund of you C&D deposit. For 
questions, please contact Ziad Mazboudi at 
949-234-4413. 
 
If you project has reusable items, such as 
doors, windows, and cabinets, consider 
donating them to the Habitat for Humanity 
“ReStore”. Proceeds are used to build 
affordable housing for low income families. 

E-Waste 
Electronic waste such as computers, TVs, faxes, 
and printers can be taken to the Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Center (see article 
above right). For small appliances, televisions 
and other e-waste the manned Goodwill truck on 

the corner of Junipero Serra and Rancho Viejo Road. In addition to 
these options the City holds bi-annual e-waste collection events in 
partnership with Goodwill of Orange County. Keep an eye out on our 
website, your waterbill, newsletters and announcements in local 
papers for dates and times. Or contact us at 

Household Hazardous 
Waste 

Household  Hazardous Waste, or 
HHW, is unwanted materials that 
can be harmful to people and the 
environment if disposed of in trash 
containers. Typical HHW products 
include paint, oil, antifreeze, yard 
chemicals ,  bat ter ies ,  pool 
chemicals, CRTs, TVs, computers, 
cell phones, printers, and fax 
machines 
 
The County of Orange offers 
FREE disposal to its residents at 
their HHW Collection Facility. 
One facility is located at 32250 La 
Pata in San Juan Capistrano and is 
open Tuesday through Saturday 
9am to 3pm; closed on holidays 
and rainy days.  

Bulky Item        
Collection 

Residents are 
provided two (2) 
FREE bulky item collections per 
calendar year. Additional bulky 
item pick-ups can be provided at 
a nominal charge.  
 
Bulky items are objects that can 
be handled by a two person crew 
and may include sofas, chairs, 
washers, dryers, and other large 
materials. 
 
To make arrangements for a 
bulky item pick-up on your 
regular service day please contact 
CR&R at 877-728-0446 

Home-Generated Sharps 
Disposal 

To protect trash and recycling workers 
sharps can no longer be disposed of in your 
residential trash cans as of 9/1/08. Take 
them to San Juan Pharmacy - an 
Authorized Home-Generated Sharps 
Consolidation Point or to the Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Center. 
 

To drop at the pharmacy, put your home-
generated sharps in a heavy-duty, puncture 
resistant container with a tight fitting lid 
and write “Home-Generated Sharps 
Waste” on the side. Bring the  sharps to the 
pharmacy. This service is for residents of 
San Juan Capistrano ONLY. No business 
generated sharps, medications or any other 
medical waste will be accepted. 
 

San Juan Pharmacy is located at 30901 
Camino Capistrano, Ste. 8. 
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 City Offices Closed 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 

Completing the Cycle 

Once you are recycling your trash, see if you can buy new recycled products! 

Most paper is made from trees, but some paper is made from old 
paper hat has been recycled. When you  need to buy new paper, 
look for the kind that is made from recycled material (it will say 
so on the package!) and you will help save trees. 
 

Buying products made from recycled materials is important 
because it makes use of the materials we send to recycling 
centers. And it’s another easy way to make a green choice you 
can feel good about. 
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City Offices Closed 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 

The Clothing Forecast 

Dress for the season and your heater or air conditioner won’t have to work so hard. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

Have you ever worn shorts when there was snow outside? Or shivered on 
a hot summer day? It could be that your heater and air conditioner are 
working harder than they need to. You can save lots of energy (and money) 
by turning the thermostat down when it is cold outside and up when it is 
warm outside. Plus, there are lots of fun ways to warm up in the winter, 
like a hot drink and a favorite sweater. You can probably think of plenty of 
ways to cool down in the summer. Lemonade, anyone? 

President’s Day 
Taste of San Juan 

El Adobe Restaurant 

City  
Offices 
Closed 

Kid’s Pet Parade 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

La Presidenta Ball 
El Adobe Restaurant 

Fiesta Grande 
Swallows Day Parade 

and Mercado Hoos Gow Day 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 
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Green & Clean 

You can make your own green cleaning solutions. 

To make your own window cleaner, measure out 1/4 cup of white vinegar 
and pour it into a refillable spray bottle. Then add 1 cup of water. Put the 
top back on the bottle and give it a shake. You’re ready to go! Your 
homemade cleaning solution is greener than the kinds you can buy in the 
store because the simple ingredients are less harmful to the environment. 
Plus, you can reuse your spray bottle again and again. And you already 
know that reusable is always greener than disposable! Your cleaner is 
cheaper than commercial alternatives, too. Want to be even greener when 
you wash windows? Skip the paper towels and use old newspaper.  

Daylight Saving Time 
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SJC’s 
Earth Day 

Event 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 
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Hidden Treasures 

If you have clothes, toys, or books that you no longer use, pass them on! 

We all own things that we don’t use any more, like jeans that don’t fit 
or roller skates we never wear. Keep this stuff out of landfills by passing 
it on to be reused. Gather up the clothes that you don’t wear and the 
toys or games that aren’t used any more. Then see if you can sell your 
old things at a garage sale or donate them to charity. Your old things 
will find new homes and be put to use once more. Unburying your 
hidden treasures is one more way to reuse resources.  

Compost 
Giveaway 
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International Compost Awareness Week 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 

Memorial 
Day 

City 
Offices 
Closed 

31 30 

Mother’s 
Day 

M
a
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Nature’s Recycling 

Composting is a great way to recycle certain food and yard waste. 

Ever noticed how the forest floor isn't piled as high as the trees with dead 
leaves? That's because every year the leaves rot and bugs and worms and 
bacteria help turn the old stuff into nutrients to grow new stuff. You can 
do this too: in the safety and comfort of your own kitchen. How? Compost! 
Compost can be used as a conditioner to improve the moisture-retention 
properties of soil. In addition, compost adds valuable nutrients to soil to 
promote healthy plant growth. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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World Ocean Day 

World  
Environment 

Day 

CUSD 
Last Day 
of School 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 
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Urban Runoff 

Protect our waterways by preventing Urban Runoff. 

Urban runoff is a mixture of water and debris that drains from city streets 
and private properties into local waters.  Urban runoff is transported to water 
bodies by gutters, channels, drains, and the storm drain system.  The storm 
drain system helps prevent the City from flooding during rain events, but we 
worry about the quality of urban runoff flowing through it because runoff is 
not treated like the water from our shower, sinks, and toilets.  Urban runoff 
flows directly into local waters, picking up trash, dirt, chemicals, and other 
pollution along the way.   It’s up to us as residents to keep streets and 
properties as clean as possible.  Only rain in the storm drain! 

Father’s 
Day 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

4th of July Holiday 
City Office Closed 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 

Independence 
Day 

J
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Down the Drain 

Clean water is one of our most basic and essential resources. Let’s not waste it! 

How much water do you think you use each day? A gallon? Twenty gallons? 
Believe it or not, the average person uses 100 gallons a day! We use 2 to 5 
gallons a minute just to take a shower. That means that taking shorter 
showers is one easy way to save lots of water. You can save even more water 
my remembering to turn off the faucet while you are brushing your teeth. 
Saving water is not only good for the environment but it also saves you 
money! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 
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Bring Your Own Bag! 

At the grocery store and the shopping mall, take a pass on plastic bags. 

Every year, millions of shopping bags get used once and then discarded. One 
simple way to cut down on waste is to just say “no thanks!” 
 

The next time you go out shopping, whether to the grocery store or the 
shopping mall, bring your own reusable shopping bag. From mesh to canvas, 
you can choose from many styles of durable shopping bags. But don’t worry 
about which on to choose. Bringing your own bag is the green choice, and 
green is always in style! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

CUSD 
First Day  
of School 

National Pollution Prevention Week 
San Juan Capistrano 
Creek Cleanup Day 

Intntl Day of Peace 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 

Labor Day 
City Offices Closed 
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Wishful Thinking…. 

Until this is a reality, please clean up after your pet 

Pet waste left on lawns, beaches, trails, and sidewalks contain pathogens such 
as bacteria, parasites, and viruses. When not picked up, the waste can get 
washed down and flow directly into streams, lakes and the ocean, creating 
harm to human health and the environment. In addition to causing beach 
closures, this contamination can cause sickness in both human and wildlife.  

Properly disposing of pet waste prevents pollutants from potentially entering 
the storm drain system. Always pick up after you pet! 
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Recycled TV 

Old electronics need to be disposed of in a special way. 

Look around your home to see how many electronic items you can count. 
Look for things like phones, radios, televisions, computers, and video game 
systems. What will happen to these things when you are done with them? 
Sending old electronics to landfills is bad for the environment. If you can’t sell 
or donate your used electronics, they need to be recycled. Many of the stores 
that sell electronics will accept electronics for recycling. The City in 
partnership with Goodwill of Orange County also holds 2 free e-waste events 
a year. You can also take e-waste to the Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Center at the landfill or drop it off at any Goodwill location. 

Halloween 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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28 29 30     

Veterans 
Day 

City Offices 
Closed 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 
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When It Rains, It Pours 

Collecting water when it rains is another way to save water. 

Collecting rainwater for use during dry months in rain barrels or other 
depositories is an ancient and traditional practice. Historical records show that 
rainwater was collected in simple clay containers as far back as 2,000 years ago 
in Thailand, and throughout other areas of the world after that. With the rising 
price of municipal water and drought restrictions now facing much of the United 
States during the summer months, more and more homeowners in our own 
modern society are turning to the harvesting of rainwater to save money and 
protect this precious natural resource. 

Daylight Saving Time 
Ends 

City Offices 
Closed 

Thanksgiving Day 
City Offices 

Closed 

Compost 
Giveaway 
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City Offices Closed 

City of San Juan Capistrano Environmental Division - www.sanjuancapistrano.com 
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Greener Gifts 

Wrapping gifts with used paper is another way you can use less paper. 

Oftentimes, wrapping paper goes from your gift to the garbage. But it doesn’t 
have to. The next time you open a gift, save the gift bag or wrapping paper. 
The next time you give a gift, you can use it again. You could also save the 
colorful comics section from the newspaper. It make fun and festive wrapping 
paper. It’s another way to reuse paper, so you know it’s green! 

Christmas 

City Offices Closed 

New Year’s Eve 

City  
Offices 
Closed 

City Offices Closed City Offices Closed 

A Day Without 
a Bag 



Helpful Websites with information about: 
 

 

 
 

Energy Savings 
www.energy.gov/energysavingtips.htm 

www.energysavers.gov 
www.energystar.gov 

www.sdge.com 
www.fypower.org 

Composting 
www.howtocompost.org 

www.mastercomposter.com 
www.composting101.com 

www.earth911.org/composting 

Solar Power 
www.ases.org 

www.thesolarguide.com 
www.discoversolarenergy.com 

www.consumerenergycenter.org 

Global Warming 
globalwarming-facts.info 

www.fightglobalwarming.com 
globalwarming.sdsu.edu 
www.climatecrisis.com 

Urban Runoff 
www.projectcleanwater.org 

www.coastal.ca.gov 
www.sanjuancapistrano.org 

www. ocwatersheds.com 

Water Conservation 
www.energy.gov/energysavingtips.htm 

www.energysavers.gov 
www.energystar.gov 

www.sdge.com 
www.fypower.org 

Saving Natural Resources 
www.rideshare-directory.com 
www.mycarpoolstation.com 

www.octa.net 
www.octa.net/metrolink_rail.aspx 

www.amtrakcalifornia.com 

Stopping Junk Mail 
www.dmachoice.org 

www.optoutprescreen.com 
www.junkbusters.com 

www.obviously.com/junkmail 
www.ecocycle.org/junkmail 

Eco-Friendly Back to School 
www.dixonusa.com 

www.ebags.com 
www.amazon.com 

store.gxonlinestore.org/pooh.html 
www.sustainablegroup.net/rebinder 

store.gxonlinestore.org/bokubooks.html 

Household Hazardous Waste 
www.oclandfills.com 

www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/hhw 
www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazardous_waste 

www.sanjuancapistrano.org 

Green Gift Giving 
www.earth911.com 

www.greenlivingideas.com 
www.recyclenow.com 

ciwmb.ca.gov/publiced/holidays/open.htm 
www.pioneerthinking.com/recycle.htm 


